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from the desk of

September 2009 has been a rude and uncivil month ...

Young Taylor Swift had the best music video of year;
so said the voters. The odd assemblage of grurngens
country music twangers, heavy metal head bangers an
rappers at the Video Music Awards applauded and
cheered politely as she ascended the stage and bega
acceptance speech. Well, most of them did. As M&t S
timidly began to speak, rapper Kanye West stood up,
grabbed the mike and told the crowd “ActuaBgyonce
had the best video of all time” ... a bit lackimgdivil-

ity, wouldn’t you say?

The prior week, the President of the United Statks
dressed a joint session of congress. There’s a wihaker-
standing in that most august and staid body coimagrn
appropriate decorum to be observed during suclvamte
No matter how vehemently the members of congress
might disagree (and roughly half of them always, tig
most aggressive form of discontent they are to exgis-
ter is to withhold applause. Everyone knows thagx:.
cept, apparently, for Pete Wilson. Midway through
president’s address, Representative Wilson screaumed
randomly, “YOU LIE". The president looked befuddle
Debate raged as to whether he should have bedrejec
from the chamber. Congress discussed whether tuoen
him. In a rare show of congressional bi-partisgmshi
spokespeople from both parties chastised Wilsohifor
lack of civility.

Later that week, tennis star Serena Williams wagipy
in the US Open. The line judge made a call witholhi
she disagreed. Immediately she turned and began to
scream at the official degrading her and cursingeat At
one point it looked as if Williams was ready toue®
play, but then she charged at the official agaieaning
and threatening to do something with the tenniktbat
is, in all likelihood, physically impossible. Evéormer
tennis star John McEnroe well known for his profiani

laced on court tirades was taken aback. Most uncivi
this one!

| don’t mention these incidents because | thinls¢he
folks are unique in their incivility. Their bad behor
seems to me to be symptomatic of something treit is
work more broadly. Public discourse has become de-
cidedly nastier. So too has our personal communica-
tion. We've become less generous, less likely &rex
cise discretion, less worried about the impactwf o
harsh speech upon others. It has become de ritueur
downgrade, discount and denounce without much con-
cern for the impact of one’s words. At the sameetim

it seems, we have become more brittle within ... more
easily broken and upset and more apt to respoadrto
own hurts with our own brand of harshness.

Perhaps it is the hard times that have set folksdme.
Maybe it has something to do with the loss of jabd
houses and retirement portfolios. Maybe it's fereer

of the loss of these things. Perhaps it is thegreed
sea change in world order — our country losingage
as others threaten to pass us by in power andgeest
Perhaps it is the constant undertone of the tlufeat
terrorism or the whole complex of environmental wor
ries. Perhaps it is the ever-quickening pace ofhgla
that leaves folks feeling uncomfortable, threatened
uncertain ... and more likely to lash out.

| have the clear sense that in the midst of atl ihao
uncertain and so upsetting, people are truly stimgg
now more than ever to find any bedrock truth thait
can absolutely depend upon. If that is you, | want
encourage you to remember that ywa anchored to

the bedrock Truth. You are tied to the one whose lo
for you never changes. When you worry about all tha
so impermanent ... remember that you are held by the

continued on page 2
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Christ LUﬂ5 heran Church NONPROFIT ORG.
... a Christmas celebration of the birth of Christdd Wyoming, MI 49519 GRAND RAPIDS, MI .
members of God’s creation! And it won’t be compleithout

ALL the youth of Christ Lutheran taking part to hefp u
celebrate. Please mark the following dates on galendar:

October 4" Initial Meeting12:30 to 1:00 p.m. ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
For all youth (P-Grade 12) to pass out scripts andsic

October 2% — First rehearsal 12:30 to 1:00 p.m

Rehearsal will be every Sunday after October 2f5¢im
12:30 to 1:00 p.m. with the exception of &taber 18 and 29".

PERMIT #1158

Sunday School Christmas Service
December 13, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.

December 12" 10:00 a.m. to noon
Full rehearsal of program

| could use as many adults as are willing to hetprehearsals and keep things moving. Also, dtarking
of any ethnic desserts you may have in your fangitype box. | may be calling on you in the neaufetto
help with our celebratory “feast” after the progrdfryou are able to volunteer any help, pleasdaximme

| Christ Crew is ready for a new year! Our first evell be Sunday, October 12 to the corn maze at Gu
| Meadow Farm. Be sure to check the Youth Board &ait and sign-up information. Any questions pédas
contact Alan Windsor at 667-2445 or Chris Bae$32-4474 |

I
e e e e — J

“ Pastor Brown - continued “

one who is eternal ... whatever may happen with yaour industry, your community, your house, ybealth,

your hopes, your dreams ... you are held in unqudiiehanchangeable love. And the truth is, no matteat in- l /
dignity you have suffered, and whatever anyonesh@sabout you or done to you .... the Lord JesusChas said
this about you: “You are of such incredible wohte that you are worth dying for.”

Remember also, thagou are the body of Christ and individually memlseof it” (1 Cor. 12:27) Our calling,
really, is to embody the Gospel. In a world fillith condemnation and vitriol we are somethingrefyidifferent
... a grace-filled refuge. In a world where unciuhcaring, unconcerned with the other messaginghasit taken
over ... Christ’s church is to be a grace-filled gewffering Jesus’ holy gifts of forgiveness, hobmpassion and
loving, self-giving relationship. - — d

Living in this ever more rude and uncaring wortdnight do us good to ponder the words of St. Franh 1 Corin-
thians.13“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not enviows boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not ingien
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it des not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in threth. It bears alll
things, believes all things, hopes all things, emds all things.”
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Back to School

We all know instilling good habits is easiest wher're young, so why not teach our children tdf be
environmentally conscious? So, as the kids getyr¢adeturn to school in the fall, here are sonrapde
conservation tips to teach them:

Lunch break. Pack kids' lunches in lunch pails or canvas bagtead of throwaway paper bags. Consjder
reusing plastic sandwich bags or only using duraldstic containers. Be sure that the containegig
however, as many plastic lunch boxes contain hdrokins.

Start with the basics.Remind kids to turn off the lights in the bathrooncloak room when leaving, thr
away trash found on the school playground, use bidihs of the paper and save unused chalk, pghs or
art supplies.

Check out schools' recycling programsAsk whether recycling bins are accessible and ef kids arg
encouraged to use them. If they are, be sure yula knows to recycle plastic and glass bottles.

Spread the word. Encourage your children to suggest that their &epack lunches too so that they fan
trade items or have a cool reusable lunch bag s we

Don’t Spook Mother Nature

Halloween can be a lot of fun, but it's also a tinken you can either trick -- or treat -- Mothertita.
These tips will help you treat the Earth righton this spooky night.

Dress down.Rather than buy a new costume you (or your chiitllonly wear once and throw away, mgke
one out of clothes and fabrics you already havei ¥an also get terrific "costumes" at thrift shapslr
yard sales. Swap costumes with neighbors and &ieDdnate your kids' used costumes to day |care
centers or shelters.

Bag it. Send your kids out to collect their candy withsable buckets, canvas bags or pillowcases.
Redecorate Keep Halloween decorations from year to year sodan't need to buy new ones each seagon.

Recycle.Once Halloween is over, recycle your pumpkins, dtiaw you used to build scarecrows and [pny
other organic material by composting it. The compas be used as fertilizer for your garden.

Teach your children. Urge your children to dispose of their candy wrappge their bags or in trash canps
rather than on the street.

Keep it simple. When you're buying treats to give out, choose itémas come in a minimum amount |pf
packaging. Some folks skip the candy altogethefawor of useable treats like pencils, pens, fupky
erasers and even nickels.

Peace,
Your Earthkeeping Committee
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Worship & Music Notes “ Gary Sironen - Minister of Music H

Rodney TeSlaa to Perform at CLC

Rodney TeSlaa, who played so well the role of Marti A committee of about 15 CLC members met several
Luther in “Reformation”, will be performing his two times this year, and we’ve decided to focus oujegto
person play “The Story of Joe” at Christ Lutheran o proposal in the areas of drama and visual art. dlaes
Sunday, October 18 at 6:00 p.m. Rodney is a multitwo areas in which we have done some work that has
talented actor, singer and playwright who has had deen very well received, dramatizing the Scripture
number of leading roles in local community theakte.  lessons during Lent and decorating the sanctuaipgiu
adapted “The Story of Joe” from a script by Neil certain seasons of the year. We also hope to iaeclud
Simon, a modern day retelling of the Biblical stafy members of the Sudanese congregation in this frojec
Job. The show is humorous, entertaining and iténas The funds can be used for materials, training and
great message. There is no admission charge; ailtee educational support.

offering will be collected. Bring your friends!

An important component of the grant is to have
Video System widespread congregational involvement in the plagni
Once again, | want to give a very heartfelt andejtd ~ and implementation of the project. The deadline for
thank you to all who donated toward the new videosubmitting our grant proposal is Jan. 11. Grantshe
system, especially to the family of Dave Wheelar fo awarded in May 2010 for projects that will be
designating memorial funds in Dave’s name towaisl th completed between June 2010 and May 2011. You will
project. We had already been projecting the eotider  hear more about this as time goes on, but if yont wa
of worship at our contemporary service with a goga be involved in the planning of our project proposal
projector on one wall; now we have it projected onplease contact me so | can put you on our e-nsifdr
either side of the altar area up front and on thekb upcoming meetings and periodic project updates.
wall for choir, pastors and other worship leadersde,
as well. We've also been finding the system usaful
the traditional service in presenting temple talks,
stewardship information, video presentations from
Synod, and as a visual aid to choir anthems.

We have several volunteers to run the system, leut w
can use a few more. I'm also interested in finding

use a few more. I'm also interested in findi HARVEST Gﬂl%ﬂ?’in
people who might want to become involved in cregtin
power point shows, worship art, photos, videos an( WGICO' I Ies YO !

other aids to worship. If this sounds interestiog/ou, Join us Saturday, November 7th at 5:00 p.m

come and talk with me. for an all church potluck. It'll be just a casual
fellowship to get to know each other a bit
Worship Grant better. Just bring your own place,settings
The Worship & Music Committee is in the process off and a dish to pass and we’lll‘supgl .
applying for a grant that could range from $5,000 t |2 nd punch.  Fellowship Committee . 4
$15,000 from the Calvin Institute of Christian Wigs ~ [#pe & 1 rg A gty e
Tl &= 8

at Calvin College. The purpose of the worship gasit f;?

to “foster well-grounded worship renewal in &
congregations and worshiping communities throughoug
North America.” Grants have been awarded annually
since 2000; in 2009, grants totaling almost $500,00 ¥
were awarded to 43 congregations and organizations.
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" Council President ||

As the fall is most assuredly upon us, your coucailtinues to focus on moving forward. There asmynissues
that we are working on and here is a brief rundofvaction being taken...

We are working on our budgeting for 2010, so look ¢ontinued discussion on this in your committee
meetings.

We are attempting to gather information and opigion what we should be looking for to fill the pasi
vacated by Steve Ott. Specific discussion will ffered on this topic during announcements on Sunday
September 2% and please continue to read announcements, editibifhe Branch and see council
members to share your thoughts on the future efgbsition.

We had a successful ministry fair on Septembé&rtdGhowcase the many ways that we serve our coitynun
our members, and our Lord and it was great to stiase quarters in the narthex with so many of our
church family members as we got a chance to chetkhese displays! This was the same Sunday that
started our Sunday School program and the classraorthe education wing were full with the shared
word of our Lord and the smiling faces of our creld. We look forward to the adult education piece
beginning on September27

Pastor Becky Ebbs-Speese and Terry Speese comtiraffer a discussion on Tuesday evenings (thd tiha
three discussions will be on Tuesday, Septemb8) @@ the sexuality statement issued by the ELCA.
There have been misconceptions about this staterapdt| encourage you to speak to Pastor Brown,
Pastor Becky, Terry, or your council members wiliegtions.

There are many other things to look forward toha temaining months of 2009, including our stewaifuls
campaign. For other dates and events, please ahgicthe green brochure that was distributed at the
ministry fair and is also available on the kiosked3e use our newly designed website, still founthe
same addredsttp://christlutheranwyoming.orgrhich has all of the important dates in the caterskction
of the website.

While all of these issues and events continue teenforward, | am glad that we can come togetheorss to
worship, praise, and celebrate God. Whether it'sganding an afternoon in fellowship with our Famillime

ministry, bringing our children together for Sundadghool, sharing our thoughts at various committeetings, or
singing together on a Sunday morning, it is with purpose of showing our love of our Lord. Godusely good!

Peace,

Sarah McKenney
Council President

Paper Gator Update
Last quarter’'s check wa$210.87

Remember: Paper, paper, paper but not corrugatef
cardboard. ‘Chip’ cardboard, such as .
cereal boxes, TV dinner boxes, pop boxe
are okaybut must be broken down.

We are moving!

We will meet the third Wednesday of eagh
month. Our next meeting will be on Octoljer
21st at 10 a.m. in the youth room. We wojld
love to have you join us!
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On September 20th, our devotion focused on malimneg to read our Bibles daily.
We want the love of Jesus to shine through us ashaee His love with others.
After enjoying pizza for lunch, 39 of us set outaphoto scavenger hunt. Be sure
to look for the pictures on bulletin boards.

we’'ll head for Klackle Orchards for an afternoorfurf.

We will meet in the first classroom after late Wips (12:15pm) to recei
directions, etc. Bring a sack lunch for your famithich we will eat when we g

to Klackle's.

Some of the activities for the afternoon (you sglec
animal crackers petting zoo
pedal carts

tractors and trikes;
klackleopolis;
barrel train rides
putt-putt pumpkin
corn maze;

apple launch

face painting

wagon ride at 2:30 pm

each person will receive I/4 peck bag of apples,
and a small pumpkin,

and cider and donuts

Many have already made their reservation so be surgEign up no later than
Sunday, October 11th on the education part of ibskk Cost per person is $5 and
should be paid at the time of registration. This ba paid to Pam Schumaker or
Kathy Reister. We thank the fellowship committeeowdre assisting with the
expense of this event - original cost per pers®8is

be making cards, and table decorations and
deliver them to the residents at MapleCreek.

Be sure to mark your calendars!
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The Woods has a new entrance and lobby, a large
gathering room for activities and meals, and thelp
chapel for worship and Bible study.

_ _ _ _ The Cottages has two families, who have settled int
There is an air of excitement at MapleCreek. Thekbr  qir new condominium-style homes. Other units are

and mortar portion of our two-year renovation andpeing finished for their owners in this lovely weat
expansion project was dedicated during our June 1§etting. Yes, all this is wonderful, the physical
gathering of dignitaries, residents, families, dsnand  {.4nsformation we've witnessed.

friends. Tours of the living centers that day showeéf
the wonderful improvements that have been made.

Blessing lives at MapleCreek
Submitted by Doug Lachniet,
Lutheran Social Services of Michigan

Another part of this mission now begins. We aredpri
. ing friends together to help us expand the progranus

The Terraces now boasts a fully accessible loblii Wi services for the residents of MapleCreek, thingsded

five seating areas, a gas fireplace, and the Bebuti ;; nake life richer for them. This is why the “Me
chapel with stained glass windows. There is a nefé ¢, 394 greet” campaign was launched

and deli, wellness center, life enrichment cengerd '
video theater. Pastor Tim, Pastor Bob, Pastor Becky and | alorth wi
, . several Christ members will be talking about howryo
The Lodge has a great room for residents t0 €m0y, jnyolvement can improve life for residents, on (eo
wonderful chapel, and a rehabilitation center wifle 4 11 21d 18. Come hear how the Christ family lmaa
biggest therapy gym of any senior living campus inp,qe hiessing to the seniors at MapleCreek, juikthes

West Michigan. so many times in the past. I'll see you there!

A letter from the Animal Medical Center of Wyoming

September 4, 2009
Dear Reverend Brown:

How fortunate we are to have such wonderful neigbldeor many years, your congregation and Animg!
Medical Center have co-existed, side-by-side, caaipg with one another in so many ways. Your
patience and grace, especially during the year{wogess of our construction, is appreciated mniwaa t
you know.

We have appreciated your cooperative spirit, accodating our request for additional parking spaces
that we could both use and being flexible duringexents and recent Open House.

Please accept this gift to our congregation frompactice to use at your discretion. And, more
importantly, please accept our gratitude for baingbusiness neighbor!

Sincerely,
Dr. Marc Leven, Peggy Leven,
Ownder Practice Manager

I would like to thank all of my Christ Lutheran fdynfor all of the care and conceran
as | recover from my recent surgery. All of youayers and cards and letters hav
illustrated what a compassionate and caring corgi@gwe are.

| probably have been a little naive regarding tin®ant of recovery time needed but |
look forward to getting back as soon as possible.

Thank you all so much.

Steve Green
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People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Manist
One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers areAtfier
People.

|| Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministers are there:
. afterthe phone call you hoped you’'d never get.
. afterthe divorce papers are served and the bottom
falls out of your life.
. afterthe funeral, when everyone has left and the
emotions you've held at bay come crashing in
on you.
. afterthe doctor says, “I'm sorry, but there’s nothing
more we can do.”
. afterthe nursing home director shakes your hand
and says, “Welcome to your new home.”
. afterthe last child honks the horn, waves and drives
away - and the house suddenly seems empty.

. afterthe gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on and
your loved one is led away.
. afterthe baby arrives, demanding more of you than
you ever dreamed possible.
. afteryou find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
... afteryour family and friends have heard your story
one too many times, but you still need to takuit.

Stephen Ministers are the

“After People.” They are ready to
come alongside you - or your
friends, neighbors, coworkers, or
relatives - and provide comfort an
support for as long after as neede

” Habitat for Humanity ”

Habitat Update, October 2009

wow !

Lots of good reports and returns on the reverseriafj.
Many folks have turned in their money and $100han t
$20 start is not unusual.

Selling baked goods seems like the best money
maker. Muffins at the work place, kids selling
lemonade at a busy intersection and coffee bread
are a few examples. Also heard of a buy in at a
euchre gathering.

The official turn in of your gains is November 22.

To keep on track, it has been suggested to puty2air
bill in a place where you can see it every day. Any
return of investment is appreciated, but it is fion
watch how some folks are making great gains.

October 18 is our last work day as a group.
Landscaping and painting is planned and anyone 14
and older is invited. A great way to work with your
teenager. You are encouraged to work any Saturday.
Call Christine Brown at 774-2431 ext. 226 to hern
know you would like to work.

Thank you for your efforts, donations, reverse rrfig
and labor.

However your money can be turned in anytime in an

envelope clearly marked “Habitat Reverse Offering=

M&M Gives Back! Lou and Amanda Hunt
hosted a Euchre Tournament for their Blue
M&M group and a few of the Peanut M&M's
last month. The event was seeded with|the
$20 Reverse Offering that the Hunt's had
picked up last spring. The M&M couples
gave back a donation totaling $140 to Habitat
for Humanity. Way to go M&M's.!

with some help from
younger brother Jonah
and neighbor-hood
friends held a
lemonade stand in
support of Habitat for
Humanity. Using money from the reverse offeringdhiblis
past spring, they had lemonade and homemade coakik
brownies for sale and raised $85 for this greasebu

Sam and Jake
McKenney,

V)
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