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Dear Members and Friends of CLC, 
 
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs.” Matthew 19:14 NRSV 
 
At a small 30-bed hospital in rural Georgia the volunteer chaplain stopped by the nursery one morning. He 
saw a group of people gathered outside the nursery window, laughing and talking, and learned that a baby had 
just been born the evening before. 
 

“Is it a boy or a girl?” the chaplain asked. 
“A girl,” the woman standing next to him replied. 
“What’s her name?” 
“Elizabeth. She’s right there – the second one from the left.” 
“My, what a beautiful little girl she is. Is the father here?” 
“I’m her daddy,” said a young man leaning against the wall, wearing a grin from ear to ear. 
 
The chaplain stepped over next to the father and as they looked through the window together little Elizabeth 
began to scream as one of the nurses picked her up to take her temperature. “I’ve heard that it’s good for 
babies to scream and do all that fussin’,” the chaplain said. “It clears out their lungs and gets their voices 
going. Don’t be afraid.” 
 
“Oh, I ain’t afraid,” the father said. “I know she’s not sick. She’s jest real mad!” 
“Why do you say that?” 
“Well, wouldn’t you be mad? One minute yer in heav’n with God and the next minute yer in Georgia!” 
“You believe she was with God in heaven before she came here?” the chaplain asked. 
“Shur ‘nuf do.” the father said. 
 
The chaplain quickly decided this was not the right occasion to try and correct the young father’s theology and 
instead chose to play along. “You think she’ll remember being in heaven with God?”  The father was silent a 
moment and then replied, “Well, I reckon that’ll be up to her mama and me – and our preacher acourse. We 
gotta see to it that she remembers, ‘cause if she fergets, she’s a goner.” 
 
 continued page 3 
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by Gary Sironen, Minister of Music 
 
I’m glad I had a somewhat relaxing summer, and I hope you did, too, because changes are coming! Some 
changes will be sad, like Pastor Mike having to leave us; but, as difficult as that will be, that needs to happen 
for more exciting changes to occur, like the selection and installation of a new pastor. 
 
The same is true of our musical ensembles. We anticipate with joy the return of many of our current 
ensemble members. We will miss a few of our past members who have to may leave us for a variety of 
reasons. But we will also rejoice when others join us for the first time or after a long absence, and I hope that 
you might be one of them. Of course, if you have some musical skills already, that’s great. But even if you 
have only a little bit of musical or artistic experience, God can use that, and so can we. 
 
If you can sing hymns or songs from the pews, we can help you build on that to sing with the Worship Choir, 
Praise Choir, Youth Praise Team or Junior Choir. If you can count to four and clap your hands to music, we 
can show you how to ring with the Bell Choir. If you can draw a circle, we can help you express your faith 
through imagery. If you have ever played a musical instrument or are just beginning to learn, we can find 
ways to help you use that skill to praise God and lift up the congregation in praise of him, too, either in one 
of our existing ensembles, as a soloist or in putting together something new. 
 
All of our regular musical ensembles begin rehearsals within the first couple of weeks after Labor Day. 
Please consider sharing any musical gifts the God has given you in helping all of us praise the Giver of gifts. 
Come and talk with Marilyn Burgard (Bell Choirs), Hazel Rouker (Junior Choir), Kristen Thornton (art) or 
me. Even if all you have is desire, we may be able to use that, build on it, and help you find a gift you never 
knew you had. 
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Do you love the sound of handbells and appreciate a fun time with great people? 
 

We would like YOU to be a part of our handbell choirs this year. 
 

The Sunday announcement page and last month's Branch have all the 
information, but I would love to hear from you. All ages are welcome. Please 
contact me soon, so that I can plan for fall.  Thanks! 
  

Marilyn Burgard 
531-4703 
burgardm@sbcglobal.net �
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Although the new father’s theology and biological understanding of where babies are before they’re born 
may have left something to be desired, his practical understanding about his responsibility as a Christian 
parent was pretty much right on target. When children are baptized communal promises are made. The 
parents and baptismal sponsors promise to be responsible for the spiritual education and training of their 
child. The assembled church family also makes promises – to the parents, the child, one another, and God, 
that they will also be responsible for teaching and caring for the new child of God. 
 
We have just completed another very successful Vacation Bible School experience and now, in September, 
prepare to begin another year of Sunday School, Confirmation and Adult Sunday School classes as well as 
various Youth and Adult Bible Study group programs. Each plays an important role in helping us all live 
out our baptismal promises made to our children, to each other, and to God. 
 
I strongly urge our parents and grandparents to make involvement in our Christian Education programs a 
top priority for our children each week and for all adults to be involved in 
sharing their time and talents within the multitude of service and learning 
opportunities we have planned and are preparing for this fall.  It’s not just 
something that is nice to do if there is nothing else going on because, in a 
manner of speaking, “If we ferget we’re all goners.” 
 

Peace and joy, 
Pastor Mike 

Pastor’s Message 
continued from page 1 
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Bible messages put to music stay in a child’s mind and heart for a lifetime! 
 
Junior Choir will begin Wednesday, September 14 at 6:15 p.m. The Junior Choir welcomes all children 
second through sixth grades. The choir meets for rehearsals every Wednesday from 6:15 – 7:00 p.m.  
 

Children are welcome to bring their friends. 
 

The Junior Choir will bless the worship service with an anthem once per month.  
Schedules will be sent home at the first rehearsal.  
 

The choir will present a musical to the congregation in the spring of 2012.  
  

Treats every week!  
We have fun singing praises to God!  

 

Please call Ms. Hazel at 538-2926 with any questions. 
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Dear CLC Family, 
 

I know many of you are wondering where we are in the process of searching for a pastor. I can say with 
confidence that we will find just the right fit for our church. Quite a few candidates have shown an interest in 
CLC – with our programming, volunteer spirit, and giving nature we are a very desirable congregation. 
 
I am so grateful to be working with a group of such faith and commitment! The call committee has been very 
busy this summer researching and interviewing candidates. While we have looked at some wonderful pastors, 
we will not settle – with the Holy Spirit’s guidance we are taking care to find just the right fit for CLC. 
 
In the meantime, we need your help! Please continue to pray for CLC and for your call committee. As we 
work through this transitional period it is more important than ever that we all keep our hearts focused on the 
message displayed on the wall of our Narthex: The ministers of this church are the people. Now is the time to 
ask – How can I help? What can I do to care for the people and ministries of my church? 
 
Thank you for your support and prayer. CLC is a wonderful congregation and soon enough the Lord will 
bless us with just the right pastor! 
 

Blessings, 
 

Cristina VanWieren 
Call Committee Chair 
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Dear Friends at Christ Lutheran Church, 
 

I have been asked by Bishop Schleicher to begin an interim ministry with the members of Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in Edmore. I recently met with the council of Our Savior’s and we tentatively agreed that 
following approval by their congregation I would begin my ministry there on Sunday, October 9. 
 
Our Call Committee is still in the process of seeking additional pastoral candidates to interview and, as such, 
there will likely be a period of time between my leaving and the joining of a new pastor with you. Worship 
services each week will be cared for by some of our own members or supply pastors within our synod as they 
are available. Christ Lutheran is blessed with strong, capable, competent lay leadership and, while it is not the 
ideal transition between an interim pastorate and a new pastorate, I feel comfortable leaving the oversight of 
the ministries and programs of this congregation in their hands until your new pastor begins his/her ministry 
with you. 
 
I will share more in the October issue of The Branch concerning what my time with all of you has meant to 
me the past 18 months and during my final worship service here on October 2.  However, I felt it was 
important for me to share this information with you now so that this announcement has some time to settle in 
for all of us before that time. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Mike Kemper    
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�� a retreat 
�� mentors 
�� monthly dinners 
�� great teachers (who use a new on-line curriculum), 
�� PoCKETs meetings (Parents of Confirmation Kids    
        Evening Together) 
�� Sunday school and 

�� service projects.  
 
 

It is all set to begin in September, with a meeting planned for Wednesday, September 14 at 7:00 p.m.  The 
following week, September 21, confirmation classes begin. Please contact the church office to be sure 
your 7th and 8th grade children/grandchildren are on our class list. It will be important that we have the 
correct contact information, so you can receive the mailings. If you have any questions at all, feel free to 
contact Geraldo Jaime, Lysa Buchan, or Sarah McKenney. 
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Mosaic is the CLC Youth Group for all youth who are going into 
9th grade thru those who just graduated from 12th grade.  Mosaic 
takes place on Sunday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00.   Feel free to 
bring a friend! 
 
September 4 – NO Mosaic 
 

September 11 – Mosaic Kick-off  Race for the Candy Cup! 

 
 
 

���
������
   Junior and Senior High Youth 
 

We are extremely excited to get our puppet team going again! 
 

If you love being with other youth, hiding your face behind a curtain, 
coloring signs, or making other people smile, then you have what it 
takes to be a puppeteer. 
 

Be sure to check out the puppet table on Rally Day and sign up for one 
of the two teams we are forming! 

�
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Here are just a few ways in which all of YOU 
helped to make our VBS an incredible experience: 

 

�� Our crafts were so awesome this year! The total 
cost of our crafts was around $447 but only $34 came 
out of the VBS budget because our congregation 
donated SO much stuff! Donated items for crafts alone 
included: 20 plastic buckets w/shovels, 3 dozen tube socks, 
3 bags of fiberfill, 2 pails of air dry clay, shells, stones, 
colored sand, bag of sandbox sand, 14 rolls of colored duct tape, 25 
lb bag of plaster-of-paris, google eyes, foam stickers, pipe cleaners, 
12 dozen beach balls, 48 colored Sharpie pens, lots of glitter glue, 96 
bottles of water and SO much more! 

 

�� We discovered that some of the children attending our VBS were without 
Bibles. In fact when we went to talk to the kids about this at our Bible story 
center, one little girl asked us “What’s a Bible?”  Because of your support, 
we took money that had been donated and were able to purchase age 
appropriate kids’ Bibles for 16 kids. 

 

�� We had around 60 volunteers on a nightly basis, supporting the 147 kids that were registered for VBS.  
To be able to run a Vacation Bible School of this size, we are so blessed to have a congregation that is 
willing to give of their time to this week’s ministry! 

 

�� We had SO much fun at our Root Beer float social at the end of our VBS week together! Thank you to 
everyone who donated root beer, ice cream, and all of the food items that were used in the snack 
center during the week.  As you can imagine, the snack each night is always a highlight for the kids!   

 

�� Our VBS kids raised $336.10 for the ELCA Disaster response!  With those funds, we were able to 
purchase water purification tablets, a share of a new home for a disaster survivor, blankets, and a cash 
donation to the program.  What an outpouring of faith and giving on their part! 

 
We could never list every single thing that we are grateful for, as it would take up the WHOLE edition of 
The Branch! The prayer, financial support, and love from our church family are immeasurable and we can 
think of nothing better than to say, from the heart, THANK YOU! 
 
Christ Lutheran Vacation Bible School planning committee 

�
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Frequently asked questions about Stephen Ministry. 
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Stephen Ministry is a ministry in our congregation in which trained lay persons, called Stephen Ministers, 
provide one-to-one Christian care for individuals facing life challenges and/or difficulties. 
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Stephen Ministers are care givers who have been through 50 hours of training to learn the skills necessary 
to provide Christian care giving. A Stephen Minister meets with their care receiver for about one hour a 
week for as long as care is needed. 
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Care receivers are the recipients of a Stephen Ministers’ care. They are people from our church or 
community who are experiencing a life challenging situation like: divorce, grief, loss of a job, loneliness, 
hospitalization, illness, or any numbers of other difficulties. Care receivers will meet with their Stephen 
Minister, once a week, for as long as the care receiver benefits from the caring relationship. 
 

To be continued. 
 
Next month, I will address a few more questions about Stephen Ministry. 
 
Care for Others in the Name of Christ, 
Stephen Leader, Julie Menacher  
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The Keen Agers are members of CLC, age 55 and older, 
who get together for social activities. 
 
We have been meeting the second Wednesday of the month 
for breakfast at Russ' on 28th Street in Grandville. It has 
been decided not to meet on a regular basis but we will have 
activities through the year. 
 
 In the past we have had Christmas parties, potlucks, picnics, 

ethnic dinners, game parties, etc. Activities will be posted in future issues of the Branch.  
 

If you have some ideas for activities for this group, feel free to call Pat Potter, Arlene Slagh or Joy Johnson. 
We hope you will join us for food, fun and a Christian social time. 

�
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Monday 
Ask God to place a protective, solid hedge around your children so that Satan cannot reach in and lead them 
into temptation and so they will be safe from harm (2 Thessalonians 3:3; Psalm 33:20). 
 
Tuesday 
Pray that your children would use godly wisdom in selecting friends and peers that will make a positive 
difference in their lives. Ask God to give each child a discernment of people as well as knowing the 
difference between right and wrong (Proverbs 1:10; 18:24; Deuteronomy 13:6,8). 
 
Wednesday 
Pray that your children would stay pure in their thoughts and deeds (Psalm 24:4-5; Job 17:9). 
 
Thursday 
Pray that they will be caught if they wander into cheating, lies, or mischief (Hebrews 13:18-19). 
 
Friday 
Pray they will be alert and thinking clearly as they attend school and extra curricular activities and as they 
take exams. Ask God to help them be motivated to do the best they are capable of doing (Colossians 3:17; 
1 Corinthians 10:31). 
 
Saturday 
Pray for the spouse each child will marry someday. Ask that they will come from godly homes and have an 
appetite to live the spiritual truth they've learned. Pray also that their goals and purpose will be the same as 
your own children and their future homes would be godly (Deuteronomy 5:29). 
 
Sunday 
Ask God to help them live their lives for Him and that He will use them as a testimony and witness for His 
glory. Pray that they'll be grown to full spiritual maturity (Psalms 78:1-8, 103:17-18; Isaiah 54:13; 
Ephesians 3:20-21). 
 
Do not leave your children unprotected - that is, vulnerable to Satan's attack. The 
greatest shield of protection we as parents can provide for our children is prayer. 
It's never too late to start (1 Samuel 12:23; James 5:16; Colossians 4:2). 
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Food Pantry Reestablished for Sudanese CLC 
 

The SCLC now has a food pantry located in the 
small storage room across from the “Little Lambs” 
room.  Lynda Bar, Partnership Facilitator for SCLC 
on behalf of the Synod office, helped the Sudanese 
reestablish a relationship with the Feeding America 
organization and helped train two Sudanese 
members to oversee distribution of donated food 
items. 
 

If you wish to donate non-perishable food items for 
the Sudanese food pantry please contact Rebecca 
Deng at (616) 272-4622 or Lueth Nhial at (616) 
634-3441. You may also make cash donations 
directly to Feeding America indicating that your 
donation is for the Sudanese Christ Lutheran 
Church Food Pantry. Since diapers are not an 
available item from Feeding America, SCLC 
mothers have an on-going need for diapers.  
 

If you feel called to help in this way, please contact 
either Rebecca Deng or Lueth Nhial at the 
telephone numbers mentioned above. Anything 
donated would be gratefully appreciated. 
 

Lynda Bar, Partnership Facilitator 
Sudanese Christ Lutheran Church 
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Pastor Matthew Riak and Pastor Bob Mueller 
are the President and Secretary of the Sudan 
Lutheran Community Development (SLCD) 
project doing mission work in Southern 
Sudan. This project is also a mission outreach 
effort of the Sudanese congregation. The 
SLCD Team would like to host a fund raising 
dinner event at a local college by inviting area 
colleges, schools, medical groups, churches, 
and service clubs. 
 
I invite you to be a member of the planning 
team led by Karen Owens and assisted by Kim 
Zeitter, both members of our Christ Church / 
Sudanese Congregation Joint Team. Your help 
is needed. No date for the event has yet been 
set; the planning team will do so. 
  
Please volunteer by contacting either 
Karen Owens at 532-5301 or Pastor Mueller at 
454-4186. 
 

Thank you for considering this ministry, 
 

Pastor Mueller 
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For the fall stewardship program we will 
look at the book  

 

Why Give? 
by Dr. John F. De Vries. 

 
Our Mission Support committee is looking 
forward to exploring how joy flows out of 
giving with our congregation. 

Thank You from the Sudanese CLC 
 

The Sudanese Christ Lutheran Church community 
would like to express their thanks and gratitude to 
the CLC members who made donations of baby 
diapers and infant formula for the Sudanese 
mothers. The diapers are an especially welcome 
gift for those who are only earning entry level 
wages. Your generosity is very much appreciated. 
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2011 Youth Mission Trip 

 
Sunday, July 31 brought very energetic, enthusiastic and inspiring worship services to CLC. The youth and 
adults who had been on this summer’s mission trip, led the services. It was very meaningful to have our 
youth present the things that they learned and experienced on the mission trip to Appleton, WI area. In 
doing this, they shared the love of Christ in very tangible ways with the people they served and they also 
grew in their faith and community as brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 
One of our youth, Abby Buchan, commented that being on the mission trip meant that “for one week we 
had all the attention on the people we were helping. We focused on helping them and accomplishing their 
needs.”  She also said that on this trip, she “got the message on how different and amazing all of our lives 
are. God thought long and hard on every one of our lives. Our lives are all so different, but God made us all 
good.” 
 
One of the adult leaders, Dona Nichols experienced much support from the youth. “My biggest worry was 
not being accepted by the kids. But I learned very quickly that we were an immediate family.  The 
immediate love and caring we felt for each other was an amazing feeling. We have the most wonderful, 
caring kids in our church which is a direct reflection of the parents in our church.” 
 
In many ways, the rest of the CLC family was present with them with our support and prayers. Each person 
received bags before they left. Each also had a prayer partner back at home who sent notes and prayers for 
encouragement each day. CLC supported the financial part of the mission trip through donations at the 
Easter breakfast and the BBQ Blow Out. 
 
In a way, all of the members of CLC who supported the youth group in any way, was a part of the mission 
of our congregation through the youth and adults who represented CLC to the people they served on the 
mission trip. 
 

Submitted by 
Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese 
Mission Support Committee 

�������������
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This year’s mission trip was a smashing success! A total of 25 youth and 
five adults traveled to Clintonville, Wisconsin ready to serve. They mowed 
lawns, went cave exploring, cared for children, pulled weeds, built a 
chicken coop, washed fire trucks, helped out at a therapeutic horse barn, 
played bingo with nursing home residents, etc., all the while feeling great 
about spreading God’s love. 
 

An enormous amount of thanks goes out to the congregation! It was only through the teamwork of many 
that the fundraisers were very successful, and this trip occurred. 
 

Also, thanks to the 30 families who signed up to be a prayer partner throughout that week. Youth and 
adults felt overwhelmingly cared for by their prayer partners.  Please feel free to ask the youth about their 
mission trip. There are so many great stories to be heard.�
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Kids ~ Are you excited to get back to Sunday School with your friends and the best teachers in the world?! 
 
Adults ~ Are you ready to be a part of this important ministry for our pre-schoolers - high schoolers?! 
 

Please stop by the Christian Education table on Rally Day (September 11th) and register your kids for our 
exciting and faith-filled Sunday School!  Remember, Sunday School runs in between services, from 10:15 -
11:00 am, starting September 18th! 
 
We have teachers signed up for many of our slots, but have a couple remaining needs, specifically… 

 

�� Our 7th and 8th grade Sunday School class needs two teachers 
�� Our high school group needs one more teacher 
�� We have a couple of opportunities with younger kids, so please feel free to talk to Sarah McKenney or 

Lysa Buchan with your interest soon! 
 
We will be running the following classes this year …  

 

-  A pre-school group (ages 3 and 4)   -  A kindergarten/1st grade group 
-  2nd grade       -  3rd grade 
-  4th grade       -  5th/6th grade 
-  7th/8th grade      -  High School (9-12) 
 

 

�)	*�����*
��*����
begins Sunday, September 18th at 10:15 a.m. 
 

This class will meet in the choir room. Our first study for this year centers on “characters” of the Old 
Testament. The term “characters” gives us a glimpse of God’s humor and His power to give these people 
the ability to accomplish His plan. As we travel the road with Jonah, Hannah, Samuel, Elijah, Esther and 
many more, we will be able to see ourselves relating  to some of these men and women. Ask yourself how 
God has given you gifts to continue carrying out His plan. Remember Sunday, September 18th, at 10:15 a.m. 
 
�������*��&�
The Education Committee has been approached to consider a second Bible study for adults on Sunday 
mornings. This offering would take place in the narthex. The class would offer a “getting to know other 
members” atmosphere and discussions on several different topics. In order for us to offer this additional 
class, we need discussion leaders. We have a few ideas as to topical discussions. If you would like to be a 
discussion leader or if you have additional topic ideas, please talk with Patrick Blanchard at 209-7092 or 
Kathy Reister at 538-6585.  
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Our curriculum is in and we can’t wait to share it with you! 

 

We are continuing to use the Spark curriculum from Augsburg publishing (this is the publishing house from 
the ELCA), but have the new cycle of lessons all ready for this year! We would like to go over all of the 
details of this year’s Sunday School plans with all of the teachers, so please plan to attend ONE of the 
following meetings:  Wednesday, September 7th at 6:30 p.m. or Sunday, September 11th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

If you would like to pick up your teaching materials early or can’t make one of the meeting times, please 
see Sarah McKenney or Lysa Buchan.  
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We are excited to share the opportunities that already exist AND are new offerings for our Christ Lutheran 
family!  Stop by the small groups table at Rally Day (September 11th) for more information!  
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We have heard your interest in a men's ministry group here at CLC and we are looking to start this, but we 
need interested men to help lead and plan these events. Are you willing to be one of them?  If so, please 
contact Sarah McKenney or Lysa Buchan today. 
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                      begins Thursday, September 15 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
We’ll begin our Thursday morning Bible study group this fall by 
taking a tour through the book of Amos. 
 
Amos was not a man of the court like Isaiah or a priest like Jeremiah 

but a herdsman from the small town of Tekoa. He is called by God to speak to the people of Israel 
during a relatively unusual time of peace and prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel. Amos’ 
words, spoken some 2,750 years ago, condemning those who have made themselves powerful and rich 
at the expense of others have remarkable application to our own day.  Come and join in the 
conversation.  

�
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Church Staff 
 

Rev. Michael Kemper 
616-532-2774 
prmike@ 
christlutheranwyoming.org 
 
Gary Sironen 
Minister of Music 
garysironen@netzero.com 
 
Marilyn Burgard 
Organist/Handbell Director 
burgardm@sbcglobal.net 
 
Hazel Rouker 
Childrens’ Choir Director 
hazelm@i2k.com 
 
Lysa Buchan 
CE Consultant 
lysadawn@comcast.net 
 
Sarah McKenney 
CE Consultant 
sjmckenney@live.com  
 
Executive Council 
 

President 
 Patrick Blanchard 
Vice-President 
    Stewart Healey 
Treasurer 
    Jim Bachmeier 
Recording Secretary 
   Vicki Blubaugh 
 
Council Chairpersons 
Education 
    Kathy Reister 
Evangelism 
    Sarah Laurent 
Fellowship 
    Todd Huston 
Property 
 Ken Davison 
Mission Planning 
     Deb Park 
Welfare & Social  
Concerns 
      Jennifer Buddemeier 
Worship & Music 
    Marcia Schaner 
Youth & Family 
    Vicki Blubaugh 
Recording Secretary 
    Linda McCullough 
 

Contact Information 
Phone: 616-532-2774 
 

Email: office@ 
christlutheranwyoming.org 
 

Church Website: 
christlutheranwyoming.org 

June 14, 2011 - Highlights of Council Meeting  
 

Financials:  We seem to be right on target; attendance continues to trend downward but 
contributions seem to have leveled off. 
 

Old Business: 
1. Call Committee: The committee is drafting interview questions and is anticipating re-
ceiving a list of the first round of candidates from the synod. 
2. Stained Glass Window Update: The Worship & Music committee is considering long-
range plans for the sanctuary, and council requested the committee report their recommen-
dations back to council in August. 
3. New storage garage: The garage is complete except for installation of the siding. 
4. Financial Peace Program: We are currently without a leader for this program time. 
 

New Business: 
1. Christian Education: (a) Fifteen students were confirmed this year; (b) VBS is well or-
ganized but in need of a few more volunteers for the Aug. 14-18 program; (c) a brainstorm-
ing session regarding Sunday School curriculum was held. 
2. Youth & Family: Contracts for the Christian Education/Youth Consultants independent 
contractors will expire soon; Lysa & Sarah have been asked to give an update on their 
work to council in Aug. 
3. Mission Support: The book “Why Give” has been proposed for the Stewardship program 
this year. More information at next council meeting. 
4. Fellowship: Christine Spear has stepped down from leading the Fellowship Committee 
and a new chair will need to be appointed. The core members of the committee will prepare 
an outline of all that falls under the committee, and how to refocus the committee. 
5. CLC/SCLC Joint Task Force: This group has met three times and suggests development 
of more cross-congregational relationships, including a CLC council member attend the 
task force meetings. Stu Healey will attend these meetings & report back to council. The 
council approved the use of an unused utility closet by the SCLC as a food pantry. 
6. Nominating Committee: A letter will be sent to all members with information regarding 
each of the council positions that will be elected this fall. 
7. CLC Website: Recommended that a Technology Committee be formed so as to review 
and update the website content. 
8. Evangelism: The committee has prepared visitor kits and will identify visitors to be sure 
they receive one. 
 

Next Meeting:  July 12, 2011. 
 

July 12, 2011 - Highlights of Council Meeting   
 

Financials: Revenue year-to-date is behind budget as we enter the summer months; how-
ever, expenses were unusually low in June. 
 

Guests: 
 

1. Jim Barrett, 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee: The committee requests permis-
sion to begin fundraising (by the committee alone and also in conjunction with other 
groups). November 3, 2013 is the actual date of the anniversary, making that Sunday ser-
vice the focal point, plus a dinner the night before, off-site. Council approved the request 
for fundraising for the celebration. 
2. Sarah McKenney, Christian Education/Youth Consultants Update: Sarah & Lysa are 
continuing to work on their goals, including (a) a full schedule of youth events during the 
summer; (b) fun & fellowship events for all ages on a few Wednesday nights each month 
during the summer; (c) working on small group ministries to appeal to all members of vari-
ous ages and interests; and (d) rebuilding the puppet team. After discussion regarding the 
necessity of paid staff, council’s consensus was that Sarah & Lysa are doing a great job and 
should continue as they have been. 

continued page 21 
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Old Business: 
 

1. Call Committee: The Call Committee has conducted two interviews of candidates and will be conducting one more 
next week. They hope to have a candidate for the congregation to review by August or September at the latest. The 
process is going well. 
2. Sudanese CLC: The joint SCLC and CLC Committee met last month and will meet again this Thursday. 
3. Building Security: Administrative Secretary Louise has come in some mornings to find lights on and door(s) 
unlocked. All committees or groups meeting at the church must be sure to secure the building before leaving. 
4. Stained Glass Window Update: Worship & Music Committee is meeting next week & will discuss this subject. 
5. Nominating Committee: A draft of a letter from the committee to be sent to all CLC members regarding the positions 
on council that will be filled at the election this fall was reviewed and approved by council. 
 
New Business: 
1. Yellow Pages Ad: Discussion of necessity for a Yellow Pages ad in addition to the website. 
2. C hristian Ed/Youth Consultants’ Contracts:  The council approved extension of the contracts for Lysa Buchan and 
Sarah McKenney as Christian Ed/Youth Consultants to December 31, 2011. 
3.  CLC Sudanese Congregation: Discussion of results of a synod meeting regarding support of the SCLC. SCLC will 
need to support Pastor Matthew’s salary by 20% through their own offerings and donations. Further meetings will be 
held before the end of the synod budget year on January 31, 2012 regarding viability of the SCLC. Pastor Matthew is 
approximately 9 months from completing his education at the seminary in Chicago and is fully committed to the SCLC. 
4. Transfer: Council approved transfer of membership for Ann Anklam and her daughter, Laura, from Messiah ELCA 
Church of Bay City to CLC. 
5. Fellowship: There is $140 in the restricted account from recycling ink cartridges which the Fellowship Committee 
will use for needs in the kitchen. 
6. CPR/First Aid Training: Our insurance requires training in CPR/first aid, and is done every two years so that all 
council members can either be trained or recertified. In the past, ushers have been offered this training, if desired. The 
cost for this training is approximately $40 per person. A line item will be established in the budget for this. 
7. Smoking: Reminder that smoking is not allowed any closer than 25 feet from the entrance to the church. 
8. Mission Support: Discussion regarding the book “Why Give” for this fall’s evangelism program. It is a 40-day ecu-
menical devotional, not denomination-specific. Pastor Becky has read it and approved of it. The program will begin 
with a temple talk on Sept. 25, with further temple talks or announcements to follow. Nov. 13 will be Pledge Sunday.  
9. Property: Committee has requested the purchase of 200 new folding chairs to replace present chairs that are in poor 
condition. The cost would be approx. $18 each for a total of $3,600. Deferred until time for budget consideration. 
10. Welfare & Social Concerns: A new chair is needed for the Habitat for Humanity Committee. The first date to work 
at the house is in August. 
11. Youth/Family: The youth left on the mission trip last Sunday. July 31st will be Youth Sunday with the youth partici-
pating in both services. 
12.  resident: CLC received a commendation from Pastor Roger Hardy of the synod, commending CLC as one of the 
strong support congregations for synod mission support. 
A request was received from member Donna Garen for partial support for a missionary to Guinea. After discussion, 
council decided that as a congregation we cannot commit ourselves to this. 
 

Next meeting:  August 9, 2011. 
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ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 
 

July 18-22, 2012 
New Orleans, LA 

 

Current 8th grade youth thru current 12th grade youth may attend. 
 

Cost: $375 plus meals (fundraising ideas available) 
Payment plan: $150 nonrefundable deposit due October 2, 2011. 

 
$75 due January 1, 2012 

 
$75 due February 1, 2012 

 
$75 due March 1, 2012 

 
For more information, visit www.elca.org/gathering 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please detach and turn this registration form and your money 

 into Sarah McKenney or Lysa Buchan  no later than October 2 at 6:00 p.m.  
Checks should be written out to Christ Lutheran Church. Please write “National Gathering” on the memo line. 

 
Name _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Gender _______________ Grade _______ Birthdate ____________________ 
 
E-mail _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name _______________________________________________ 
 
 
Circle Adult T-shirt Size:      Sm – Med – Lg – Xlg – 2XL - 3XL 
 
A meeting is planned for all youth and their parents/guardians at 7:00 p.m. on October 2. At that time, we 
hope to give more information on exact departure and arrival times, transportation, fundraisers, etc. The 
remaining forms will also be signed at that meeting, so attendance at this meeting will be very important.�
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Where? Lansing, Michigan 
 
When? December 27-30, 2011 
 
Why? To learn more about God and have fun meeting new friends from around the state 
 
Who? Current 9th – 12th Grade Youth 
 
How Much? $40 due by September 25  
  Another $40 is due October 9 
 

For more information, go to www.elcalivingwater.com.   Click on “The Gathering.” 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Return this registration form and money to Sarah McKenney or Lysa Buchan no later than October 9 at 6 p.m.  
Make checks out to Christ Lutheran Church.  Please write “State Gathering” on the memo line. 

 
 
Name ______________________________________  Gender _________  Grade ___     
 
Birthdate ______________ 
 
E-mail _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address ____________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle Adult T-shirt Size     Sm – Med – Lg – Xlg – 2XL - 3XL 
 
A meeting is planned for all youth and their parents/guardians at 7:00 p.m. on October 2.  

At that time, the remaining forms will be signed. 
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Medical Authorization / Release Form (2011-2012) 
Christ Lutheran Church 

2350 – 44th Street SW 
Wyoming, Michigan  49519 

(616)-532-2774 
 

Information about Youth 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone ______________________Birth Date __________    Current Grade __________ 
 
School Attending _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone ____________________________ Do you have texting? ________ 
 
E-mail Address _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Allergies ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Family Doctor & Phone Number _________________________________________________ 
 
Insurance Company ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Card Holder __________________________________________________________ 
 
Policy Number/Group Number ___________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian #1 Information 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone ____________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone ____________________________ Do you have texting? ________ 
 
E-mail Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued next page 
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Parent/Guardian #2 Information 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone ____________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone ____________________________ Do you have texting? ________ 
 
E-mail Address _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Additional Emergency Contact  (Name, Relation, and Phone Number)   __________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I agree to represent Jesus and Christ Lutheran Chur ch in a positive manner during church 
sponsored events. 
 
Youth Signature ___________________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Date _________________________________ 
 

We/I have read and understand the following:  We un derstand that Christ Lutheran Church 
(CLC) may not have insurance coverage specifically applicable to youth outings for inju-
ries to our child or their property.  We represent that our child has insurance coverage in 
the event of an accident or injury.  If emergency p rocedures or treatments are required 
during a youth function, we authorize and consent t o the trip chaperone taking, arranging 
for, or consenting to the procedures or treatment i n their discretion.  We understand that 
we would be contacted as soon as possible.  We agre e to release CLC, the church council, 
individual members, officers, church staff, and tri p chaperones from any and all claims 
that we or our child may have for any losses, damag es, or injuries arising out of our child’s 
participation in the trip or out of rendering of em ergency procedures or treatments, if any. 
 
Parent #1 Signature _______________________________ _____________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Number __________________________ ___________________________ 
 
Date _________________________________ 
 
 
Parent #2 Signature _______________________________ _____________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Number __________________________ __________________________ 
 

Date _________________________________ 
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