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Dear Members and Friends of CLC,

A missionary was returning by ship to the Unitedt&s from Africa following his term of service in
Nigeria. His wife and three year old son, who hadrbborn in Africa, were enjoying the rest andxatian
that the slower pace of returning home by shipvwadid them to experience. One evening the dinneigbein
served included ice cream for dessert. Having been in Africa and living the first three yearsto$ life in
a remote part of Nigeria, the missionary’s son hexer had ice cream before. As a bowl of ice creas
placed in front of the father he was eagerly apéting the expression of joy and pleasure that wvcame to
his son’s face when he tasted ice cream for tketime. He held a spoonful to his son’s lips affdred it to
him saying, “This is ice cream. Open your mouth tsde it — you’'ll love it!” But his son pushed thpoon
away saying, “No, it's yucky. | don’t want it!” Ae father coaxed and pleaded with his son to nib. &xaen
eating a spoonful himself, he “00-00-ed” and “ahdd’ over how wonderful it tasted. But his son adatly
refused to even try it. He had never experiencedieam before and he wasn’t going to start now.

| think that story is also a fair illustration Ghristian faith and discipleship. We can’t passgléaith to
our children, family, neighbors and friends by siyjmo-00-ing” and “ah-h-hing” about how good it is
Faith and discipleship have to be experienced patgobefore they have any real personal meaning or
significance. Like the pastor speaking to a yourag nvho said, “I'm sorry, but | just don’t get mueht of
reading the Bible or being part of a church.” “Othe pastor replied, “and when was it that youeveart of
a Bible study group or participated in a serviagjgut at a church?” “Well, to be honest,” the yguman
responded, “I've never really done either. | figlitecould just pick up the Bible and read it myssitd sort of
like, get the point.” To which the pastor said,stlitry doing that with a hockey stick and see hawybu
get.”

Rev. William Willimon, dean of the chapel at Duldeiversity, summed it up well when he once
addressed the students in the chapel saying, ‘@mysf some of you thought that the Christian ltfemes
naturally, that you get discipleship by breathihg &ir, drinking the water, and being lucky enotabe born
in the Bible Belt to Christian parents. You areng . . . Jesus callatisciples notadmirers” (Pulpit
Resource, August 2003, pg. 35)

Just as September ushers in the end of summetioracand kids return to school, so too with Sejem
we resume all the programs and activities of omgecegational life together. You will see reflectadhis
month’s newsletter ample opportunities to not gison the sidelines but to get personally involvé&ikt in
the game. It really is much more satisfying thatoliing from the sidelines.

Peace and joy, Pastor Mike 1
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by Gary Sironen, Minister of Music

Lutheran worship is participatory by design: whatdan is that the order of worship is arrangedabthe
congregation plays an active role in worship thioagtivities such as singing, spoken responses and
prayers, going forward for communion, and stan@ing sitting at various times. Additional lay
participation is encouraged through the use of isstectors (readers), choirs and soloists, somddvadeo
crew, communion assistants, greeters and morewlkts we at Christ Lutheran do at both of our Synda
worship services.

All of this participation isn’t put in place jush ease the burden on staff, to create variety belp some
individuals stay more focused during worship. #'theological decision, a decision based on what we
believe about our faith. It's the difference betwégoing to church” and “being the Church”. St. Pialis

us that we aréhe Church, the Body of Christ. Scripture alststas that worship is not just what we do one
day a week, but that, as believers, our lives shbalan act of worship.

In the 1980’s and 90’s, there was a sincere eftoréach out to the “unchurched” by making chureéns
less exclusive and more inviting. Church buildimgse designed to look more like auditoriums, the
narthex became a huge lobby, altar areas becagesstnd the music and musicians took on a more
secular, professional look and sound. Religiouggesaand art became less prominent or disappeared
completely. Not all of these things were bad in ahthemselves, but the result was that the worship
service became more of a presentation. The congpagzecame the audience. Theologically, church
became something we “go to”, not what we are. Namyrof those churches are striving to bring baek th
participatory element of worship.

Martin Luther encountered a similar situation 5@@ng ago, although the circumstances were much
different. But part of Luther’s response was toigiesvorship that would allow the congregation to
participate more fully, to encourage and empowemio become active participants in the worshipiser
and in their lives of faith.

| want to give you the same invitation. Come to st services regularly; participate enthusiadycal
along with other members of the Body of Christgsiine hymns and songs, join a choir, be a readan or
usher, share your gifts. Give of yourself in wopsbh Sunday mornings, and make your lives an act of
worship all week long. Don'’t just go to church: BHE CHURCH!



age groups are welcome.

In September, on Monday the 20th, we will get thgeat

6:30 p.m. with a potluck dinner at church. We \wdive fellowship and discuss what we'd like to study
next. If you have a special topic/book of the Bijpbei'd like to dig into - all suggestions are wehe
Please bring a dish to pass and a favorite Bihisevéhat you would like to share. Beverages anieé tab
service will be provided.

** + * k%

We need you to ring in our handbell choirs thisryea

We will begin rehearsals on Monday September 18:3@ and 8:00 p.m. There is a choir of available

people who will ring in church on September 12. Wpe to begin the regular two choir schedule on
Monday the 13th.

This musical ministry is available to everyone. Agarelevant (unless you're not tall enough yetgach

the tables without the aid of an aerobic step pddyu don't have to read music. | mark and colorectigk
music so that it's easy for anyone to do. If yoo caunt to four and tell your right hand from ydeft,
you're all set. There are several people who rimgessfully who do not read music. Our members are
very helpful and we all work together, so don't about lack of ability or music knowledge.

This would be a great parent/child activity. Thastworked well several times
in the past. Mom or Dad, bring your child(ren) drale a good time making
music together. It really is great fun. Maybe yadtsome music training or
played in band in school and would like to brintitée music back into your
life. This is the place for you.

Schedule changes have provided a number of opemmngar choirs, and |
really would like to personally invite you to berpaf our fellowship. We
have candy at break.

Please give this your prayerful consideration, eontact me at 531-4703 burgardm@sbcglobal.nebr
at the organ at first service. It is a big committné know, but one that has brought me great joy @ew
friendships.

-Marilyn Burgard



Are YOU planning on visiting the Christian Education t&ble

We are so excited about the coming year of Sunday@®@ at Christ
Lutheran and we want to share a little previewtafith you at Rally Day
on Sunday, September 12. There will be all kind&ip stuff at our table,
with the theme of “God’s Creation.”

A Fun Craft!
A Yummy Treat!
Lots of other cool stuffl

We will also be providing information on our giviegperience for this year
(we will be working through Lutheran World Reliebrf Sunday School
offerings) as well as the Sunday School calendathi® year, registration forms, and information gn
the program we will be running (MORE MUSIC for dsunday School kids!!).
We can't wait to see you stop by our table to fnd more about the coming year!
-Sarah McKenney

It is almost time for another exciting year of Sapd&chool! CLC will
be offering an exciting Sunday School educatidedilwith music and
a new curriculum for children and adults of all agdf you are
interested in teaching, please let us know! If yauld like to be part
of the Sunday School Band, we are looking for t&drand energetic
junior high kids, senior high students, or aduleglund on CLC'’s
website is a registration form (Education page)weeild like to have
filled out by each family. Be sure to stop by thirieation table during
Rally Day on September 12. Sunday school will beginSeptember
19. Classes will run from 10:15 to 11:00 each Synitlde are asking
teachers to attend the teacher training on eithednwsday, September
8 from 7-8:00 p.m. or Sunday, September 12 from08-p.m.

Please let Lysa Buchan or Sarah McKenney kngwufhave any questions.

-Lysa Buchan

]
Bible messages put to music stay in a child’s raimdiheart for a lifetime!

- =— Junior Choir will begin Wednesday, September 16:85 p.m. The Junior Chair
‘e e \elcomes all children second through sixth gradBse Choir meets for
W rehearsals every Wednesday from 6:15 — 7:00 p.nidi€&h are welcome to
bring their friends.

€ The Junior Choir will bless the worship servicehngin anthem once per month.
Schedules will be sent home at the first rehear8a¢ highlight will be their

musical to the congregation in the spring of 20lrkats every week! We have fun singing praisesdd!G
Call Ms. Hazel at 538-2926 with any questions.
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What an amazing experience for everyone involveu? Kids had so much fun and the message pf
God’s amazing love was shown to every one of usyeday in the smiling, happy faces of the gre
BIG group of kids we had every night. From the amganusic, and the awesome crafts, to the f
games outside (complete with a visit from the znd a bounce house!) and yummy food in the snagk
center, the kids had a blast. We were also blelsgedonderful Bible Story centers with great leade
so that the kids could hear the incredible messagey night and they showed their faith by raisin
$395 towards our clean water project through the ELGA aver 120 school supplies for local
children through Lutheran Social Services.

We owe a huge thank you to all of our volunteer® wklped out in one of the hottest weeks of t
summer, to the families who shared their kids with each night, and to our congregation f
supporting us through donations and prayers. We3bB8dpeoplecome to our closing program and ic
cream social on the final evening and we loved dpa@ible to share the experience of seeing the kifls
praise our Lord and Savior in song!

So, thank you for everything and we hope you cahtfee excitement that is spreading throughout ogir
church! God is good!
-Sarah McKenney, VBS Director

- 00 +
Saturday, September 18

Maple Creek (formerly called Luther Village) willebhaving their annual
picnic on Saturday, September 18. As you can ingaghs could not happen
without many helping hands. We have been invitedisd with and serve
their residents that afternoon! Watch the youthrthdar more information.
We are looking for any and all adults from our auto come serve with us.
If you haven’t yet seen this newly renovated fagilhere is your chance!
-Lysa Buchan




Let's Kick Off this new youth calendar year witicanoe Trip!
It will be a great time to enjoy each other andhibauty of God's creation.

The date is set for Sunday, September 12.
Time and Location is yet to be determined. (It W&l sometime in the afternoon)

Watch the Youth Board and Announcements for motailee information as we get closer to the date. We
hope to see all incoming 7th and 8th graders joion the fun! Be sure to sign up at the Youth Board
Questions? Contact Vicki Blubaugh, 261-539®loibaugh@earthlink.net

Confirmation Instruction

Confirmation instruction for all
7" and &' grade students will resume this month.

Weekly classes taught by Lysa Buchafl' (fade) an
Pastor Mike (8 grade) will be held Wednesday eveni i gs
from 7:00-8:15 p.m. We will be using tlitere We Stan
curriculum developed by Augsburg Fortress Publ'
this year which will include a student handbook &
Lutheran study Bible given to each student.

An informational meeting for confirmation students and their parents wil lheld onWednesday
September 15, 7:00 p.minformation about the curriculum, nightly schedut¢éydent requirementg,
service projects, acolyte duties, Confirmation Suynektc. will be discussed.

We are anticipating approximately 17 eighth-gradadents and 8 seventh-grade students|||for
confirmation instruction this year. If you areadt uncertain as to whether or not yodt ar 8" grade
child is or is not on our list of potential studeplease contact the church office.
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As part of the work of the Transition Task Force, a
timeline is being compiled to show where Christ
Lutheran has been and help guide us forward. &o thi
end, we are asking for your help. The documented
‘history’ of Christ Lutheran is very limited but thi your
assistance and memories, hopefully we’ll fill i th
holes.

The timeline is posted in the narthex. At one drede is a partial list of missing dates or evelRtsase fill in
any information you have on these items and addbé#mrs you may think of. Please include dates) éve
it's only the year, so it can be added to the tingellf you are unsure of a date, it will be adtedur list of
'unknowns’ so hopefully someone who knows caniriiithe date. There is a box near the timeline for
additions and corrections or they can be emailgidi\tangessel@gmail.com
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Wednesdagpt®mber 15 at
10:00 a.m. at the church. Enter through the dodhbyoffice.

Please try to attend, we will be discussing thariiof this ministry.
It is a good ministry that we would like to conteulf you have
guestions contact Jeanne Bowling 878-317Bawlingmj@yahoo.com
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The worship space is a place where people assdortd@ encounter with
the Holy One. It is the privilege of the Altar Gaiito care for this unique
place dedicated to the honor and glory of God. @ual is to see that the
sanctuary is kept neat and beautiful in order twityl God and enhance
the worship of our congregation. This includes dargurnishings, linens
and paraments, and preparing the worship spadbdocelebration of the
Sacrament of Holy Communion and occasional sengoes as baptisms
and confirmation.

The Altar guild meets three times a year to disausship planning and concerns that come to th&lgui
through the pastor, Worship and Music Committeghercongregation.

If you believe this ministry to be of interest touyand would allow you to share God’s love through
service, please contact Suzanne Johnson at 698-a8éimail ashkjohnson9635@yahoo.comith
guestions. This could be a rewarding opportunityyfiu and your confirmation age youth, young adult|
couples or even the entire family.

Stop by the guild table on Rally Day for more imf@tion.

We are looking for an individual, couple, or famity head
up the Personal Care Pantry.

A system is already in place with a list of voluere ready
to assist. We also have volunteers who have agoetake
on a portion of the leadership responsibilities.

The need now is for a liaison to coordinate disegtith
UCOM and our volunteers to make sure that the Pai§o
Care Pantry happens at Christ Lutheran on the sdcon
&_ Monday of each month. Please talk to Jim Ward, Njary
Jaeschke, or Dave Park for more information.

Our goal is to reach out to our community as regTes
tives of Christ Lutheran Church and make a rededBhce
in the lives of many families. Let's see if we deeep it
going! Welfare and Social Concerns Commitlee

With the permission of the church council, | tobkipon myself to give the ladies’ restroom an upda"
look. 1 would like to thank all the people that jxedl me get the ‘project’ going. The restroom shdagd
completed by September 10.

To: Bev Tillman ~ Linda Cousino ~ Ed Wargel ~ Mi®inder ~ Pat Johnson ... and a special thanks to
an anonymous person who helped with the paintinghany thanks to all of you for your generous help
of time and talents. -Karen Owens




Church Staff

Rev. Michael Kemper
616-532-2774

prmike @
christlutheranwyoming.org

Gary Sironen
Minister of Music
garysironen@netzero.coni

Marilyn Burgard
Organist/Handbell Directo
burgardm@sbcglobal.net

Hazel Rouker
Childrens’ Choir Director
hazelm@i2k.com

Lysa Buchan
CE Consultant
lysadawn@comcast.net

Sarah McKenney
CE Consultant
mckenneysj@yahoo.com

Executive Council

President
Matt June
Vice-President
Patrick Blanchard
Treasurer
Jim Barritt
Recording Secretary
Vicki Blubaugh

Council Chairpersons
Education

Kathy Reister
Evangelism

Sarah Laurent
Fellowship

Open
Mission

Open
Welfare & Social
Concerns

Jim Ward
Worship & Music

Marcia Schaner
Youth & Family

Vicki Blubaugh
Recording Secretary

Linda McCullough

Contact Information
Phone: 616-532-2774

Email: office@
christlutheranwyoming.org

Church Website:
christlutheranwyoming.org

Highlights of Council Meeting of August 3, 2010
Financials: Income continues to surpass expenses, maintamingeserve funds.

Transition Task Force The timeline of CLC will be posted in the nasth&oon,
for congregation members to review and to note tamidil items. Demographic
and census information is also being gathered agdntzed. A preliminary
questionnaire will soon be ready to distributehie tongregation, with the hope
that the completed questionnaires will be gathered organized into reporting
form by November.

Two proposals from the Transition Task Force weresented to council: 1)
CLC’s 50" anniversary is fast approaching (the first worskarvice was in

November 1963), and a committee should be formed;s®) Recordkeeping has
not been consistent over the years, and an hist@iaeeded.

DTE Proposal Further contact has not been made from DTE.

Youth/Education ConsultantAt the recommendation of the Executive Committee
and Kathy Reister, the position of Youth/Educat@©onsultant will be offered to
Lysa Buchan and Sarah McKenney (to share the pokiti

Council terms Jim Bachmeier attended the meeting as a guestiesting that
council consider lengthening the terms of counanmbers. It is his belief that a
council member cannot be fully effective the fiygtar, and also that 50% turn-
over each year leaves the council with too few @aed members. The Executive
Committee will consider Jim Bachmeier’'s request dmthg recommendations
back to council.

Worship & Music The Worship & Music Committee will draft a pafic
concerning attendance of CLC personnel at confererand bring it to council for
discussion.

New members Council approved the transfer to CLC of Zina krifrom
Ascension in Kentwood, and Laura and Eric Anderaad their three children
from Morris, IL.

Use of building A request was received for use of our buildiogd wedding in

September of 2011 from a member of a Lutheran GhurcClarkston whose
fiancé lives in the Grand Rapids area. Pastor Millereply, agreeing to their use
of CLC, with the following costs: rental of the ¢bh building: $200; organist:
$100; wedding coordinator: $100; janitor: $50.

Next meeting September 14.

Full church calendar can be
found on the website --

www.christlutheranwyoming.org

Click on the News & Events tab

10
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-Galatians 6:2
| am a Stephen Minister;
loving,
kind,
called by God

to minister to His people’s needs.

| am a Stephen Minister;
patient,

understanding,

called by God

to listen while His people grieve.

| am a Stephen Minister;

comforting,

caring,

called by God

to participate in the process of healing.

| am a Stephen Minister:
imperfect,

but thankful

that | am called by God

to be an instrument for His care.

| am a Stephen Minister.
(Written by M. Hnatow from Romeo, MI)

We have ‘called by God’ Stephen Ministers who aembers of our congregation. To arrange for
the support of a Stephen Minister, please contastd? Mike, Renee Green or Julie Menacher.

Caring for others in the name of Christ,
Your Stephen Ministry Team.

11
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for those 55 years of age and older

The Keen Ager picnic will be held at Whistlestop Park in Byron Center on
Tuesday September 14. Plan to come at 11:30 for fun, food and fellowship.
Please bring a dish to pass, beverage, chairs and your own table service.
Note the different day of the week--Tuesday. In case of bad weather, we will
meet at church.

Please let Arlene Slagh (534-5726) or
Pat Potter (583-1617)

know if you are coming. See you there!l!

Did you know that birthday greeting cards for passaged 80 0
older, anniversary cards for couples celebrating y8@rs of
marriage or more, and achievement greeting cardsE&mle
Scout and Girl Scout Gold Award recipients are lawde from
the U.S. President’s office? Anyone wishing to havéamily
member or friend receive one of these official greg cardg

from The White House may do so by making a requeestiting
six (6) weeks in advance for the appropriate octastend to:
Greeting Card
The White House

Washington, DC 20500
Be sure to include the celebrant’'s complete namefsliling
address, and the particular occasion being cekathrathanks tq
CLC member Len Johnson for passing along this méaion.
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Some information regarding our Christian Educapoomgram. The Christian Education Committee worked
this past year to provide opportunities for evegg group in our congregation to learn about Clwiste for
us. We were very excited to see members step upssist in teaching our upper level youth and astlilt
classes and will continue to offer those for treary We also wanted to promote a more consistantiley
environment for our youth to ensuring that the séamssons were being taught in all youth classesibak.

Roughly 40 surveys were turned in this year anthfthose we received many positive comments on how
you and your children’s experience was this paat.y& majority of adults responded favorably to adult
class and we feel we had a successful and poggiaein the eyes of most.

For the new school year, we plan on updating tleazum for our youth to a program that will allow
them to utilize and better understand their bibl#s. also are continuing to look for more opportiesiin
adult education including various formats, topasg times to be offered. Along these lines, we woul
welcome any and all suggestions for adult oppotiesiWe especially would love to see the re-foromabdf a
weekly men’s Bible study to help further enrich tives of this section of our congregation. We #st you
prayerfully consider this option and if you feal@sire to lead a study, embrace that and run with i

We will continue to offer our education time betweservices and this is for a few reasons. Thelbiegig
that although there are those that feel that anatthn hourduring services would be best; it was not a
majority opinion. Secondly, as a committee we fhat our church is still in the midst of a hugensiional
period and we would better serve and stabilizecoangregation by continuing our education hour asligde
this past year.

One of the most prominent things we saw in theeyiwas that the reason members were not taking part
in Sunday Education was because the schedule diit tieeir family. This could mean that betweemsees
was not convenient, or it could mean that othewgiets fill their Sunday morning. Whatever the sea, | ask
you to consider this: think of the number of howesspend shuffling our kids from one extra-currgeub the
next, or how much television we watch as childred adults during the week. Now consider that we are
encouraging you as family member in Christ to spapploximately 2.5 hours per weels
making church your priority. It doesn’t seem lilket much time in comparison, and
considering the area we live, | don't think theseriuch more scheduled on Sunday £
mornings that we would be missing. Regardless,tdoak at those 2.5 hours as time : '

you’re giving up, but rather time you are givingthe Lord.
Another comment we heard was that it was diffitalgain anything from service 5
when you were attending to your child’s needs.those that do not know me, | have

13



three small children ranging in age from 4 to &m married, but my husband does not attend chuitthus. |
have brought my children to church since they veeneeek old as faithfully as | know how. And | havade
that exact same comment to myself and others oty megasions. | have sat in a pew, literally in sear
because | cannot figure out what my purpose i®miag to church. I've dealt with them crying, withem
fighting, and with them being perfectly happy, justlly loud. | can’'t hear Pastor's sermon or eliear
enough sentences in a row to make any senseVghit.do | put myself and everyone around me thrahgh
week after week?
I've had that question answered a few times inmegears. As we sat around the table coloring Iduatr
week, | heard a familiar tune coming from my sorowdas probably five at the time. It was the mudithe
liturgy of our service. And at that moment, it &éd for meThis is why | am at service. As children, music
sticks with them and they begin to learn the oafeservice. As they grow older, the words stickhatitem;
the words of our confession, of God’s forgivenesemto us, and of our belief in God and
Christ Jesus through the Apostle’s Creed. Thishere it begins and although | may not hear all
the words of Pastor’s sermon, | can still hear Gadbdrd through my kids. As a parent, | should
be ecstatic to hear it from them. August tdarked one year since my mother passed away. My
son was very close to her and | feared he woul@ laavery difficult time with her passing. | was
amazed once again at how well he handled the mitudtie had such a clear understanding of

heaven and of what life for grandma was going tode&; he had no question that he would see hena@au

the one year anniversary, when most of us thinkad the day that we lost mom, or that she’s lzggnt from

us for a year, he looked at me after hearing wietlate was the next day and said, “Oh, so tomomavks

the one year anniversary of Grandma in heaven.tl Khought to myself, how wonderful that he has th

perspective. | know I did not instill all that imy child by myself; that is a combination of efloftom home,

Sunday school, church, and God himself speakimgytehild and telling him everything was alright.

Another congregation member was approached and &ske it was possible that she and her family
made it to church every Sunday, considering shedwmmhgers. The basic answer is that it is whateeel to
teach our children to do. We show our children thatship is a priority, that it is part of what neskour week
complete, and they will grow up with that same n&elde at church each Sunday and to feel as ifdéney
missing something when they are absent. We ara givesponsibility as a parent to “train up a cmlithe
way he should go, and when his is old he will repatt from it” (Proverbs 22:6). In reading thisses | think
we all need to remember that we aliechildren in the eyes of God and therefore we edichto continue
“training up” to strengthen our relationship witlo&

| leave you with this, taken from the Order of Bapt in the Lutheran Book of Worship (the green
hymnal):

“In Christian love you have presented these claidfor Holy Baptism. You should
therefore, faithfully bring them to the servicesaafd’'s house, and teach them the Lord’s
Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. Agtogv in years, you should place
in their hands the Holy Scriptures and providettogir instruction in the Christian faith,
that, living in the convenant of their Baptism and&dommunion with the Church, they
may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus CHirist.

We all have said these words, and/or had themtsaid. We made a commitment to teach our childten
we can about our Lord and Savior and we need ®vdoything we can to keep that commitment. | krhow
cannot do it alone. | rely on the support of alyoti. And | have never been let down. We need ppst
each other to teach our children and each othev#tyewe should go. We as the Education Committee ar
dedicated to supporting each and every persom alevidual and/or as a family in whatever way e to
help you walk closer with God. Please utilize thenynopportunities you have here every day you can.

- In Christ’s Love, Suzanne Snider
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Back-to-School Enviro-Quiz Challenge

True or FalsePVC is a safe, healthy plastic used in all kinfiback-to-school supplies, including backpacks,
binders, and lunchboxes.

Answer. FALSE. Okay, this one was kind of a trick questio although PVC is NOT a safe, healthy plastic,
it’s still used in many products!

PVC (polyvinyl chloride) is a commonly used rubbgpiastic found in items ranging from pipes and
upholstery to clothing and yoga mats. To make PUenversatile certain chemicals and toxins are cdoe
it, including phthalates and lead. Throughout tfeedf the product these chemicals may begin toHemut and
can cause serious harm.

What does that mean for kids and their back-to-schal supplies?

Well, being exposed to high numbers of product WY C in them can be potentially dangerous to céild
Phthalates may not be easy to pronounce, butasy & spot their danger. They're one of the mostraon
toxins added to PVC products. Phthalates break deasily and can leech into air and water. It's even
frequently found in indoor air and household ddste Environmental Protection Agency reports thagkr
term exposure to phthalates has the potential Soupli the endocrine system, causing reproductisees
damage to testes and breast tissue, and cancer.

Lead is also commonly found in school supplies, pardyl backpacks, pencil/pen pouches, and lunchboxes.
High levels of lead can cause severe developmeasiaés as well as irreparable damage to the cerdrabus
system. Thankfully, many companies have workeddblgad out of their products and lead is now less
common in school supplies than in previous yearspmling to the Center for Environmental Health.

So how can you spot school supplies and other procis made with PVC?

Take note of the three-arrow recycling symbol ledadn the product. If it has a “3” located insitle airrows,
it's a PVC product. If items are unmarked, steeaclof shiny plastics as they regularly contain PREC is
regularly found in the form of soft, plastic lundxes; plastic binders; plastic casing on paperschp rain
boots and rain jackets; vinyl backpacks and more

Center for Health, Environment and Justice offecomprehensive guide on how to rid your back-tcesth

supplies of PVC.
Source:EarthShare: One Environment. One Simple M&are for It.
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When you come to the worship service on Sunday mgrlo you ever think of how many people are atkwo
behind the scenes to make the service happen arahroothly?

A worship service involves much planning and prapan. All those who are involved play a large rimi¢he
mission of Christ Lutheran Church. For many, thed&y service may be the entry place into the Iff¢he
church. In that way, worship is very much about siois and evangelism. This quote comes from the
Principles for Worshipwritten by those involved in Renewing Worship e tELCA in June 2002. “The
nature of the church is ekklesia, a biblical wood the church meaning “called out”. A common pattér
worship underscores this understanding of chur¢ie geople of God are called by the Holy Spirit &hgr
around the Word and Sacraments so that the Spait im turn send them into the world to continue the
mission of God.”

The Worship and Music Committee of CLC is involvedhelping us all be a part of this mission. This
committee must be the most busy as it overseesasy areas relating to the worship service: greetstsers,
altar guild, bread bakers, lectors, sound boamk tainistry to the home-bound, slide and video gutpn,
acolytes, nursery attendants, worship planningjalisrt for worship, special holiday and eveningises,
drama teams and the many talented people in theugachoirs and special music. Music is such aegiral
part of worship, from congregational hymn singimgall the special music that frames and enhances th
service. From Principles for Worship

“Music is a gift of God’s creation and as a partlau gift for forming and uniting God’s
people, especially through the primary musical esgion of congregational song. Through
a rich diversity of song and other musical formsisia in worship engages the whole church
and the whole person, empowering the assembly iy cait God’s mission of mercy and
justice in the world.”

For this mission to be alive and vibrant at CLOuIysupport is needed. As you can see, there any ma
opportunities to give of your time and abilitieig is the time to join one of the choirs or taletpn one of
the other means of service that are listed. Yowsmon dollars are also needed to be sure thahakupplies
needed for worship can be purchased and equipm&ntamed and upgraded. Your dollars pay the ssaf
our music staff who make sure that quality andftipj music is always a part of worship. Our losghod
and church wide offices also have worship comnsttedno are always at work providing resources for
congregations. Spend a moment on the ELCA websiteread through all the worship and music ressurce
that are offered through your mission support.

When we make a joyful noise unto the Lord througin worship, this is a witness of faith and mission
happens!
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LUTHERAN . :
SOCIAL SErvicEs LSSM back-to-school supplies drive; foster teen lde forward to school

oF MICHIGAN by Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Giftsitheran Social Services of Michigan

It's back to school time again, and we’re collegtbrackpacks and school supplies for foster childféese
boys and girls of all ages often must leave themés quickly due to abuse and neglect, not justeastart of
school but throughout the year.

One foster youth excited about the new school ieKaitlyn Rienert, 16, who will be a junior andreember
of the cheerleading squad. She has turned a corher foster home, and she recently read a letteourt
thanking her judge for helping her and her mother.

It was hard for her to be put into foster carevtiuld always cry a lot. It was horrible,” she wrotBut now |
learned it isn’t too bad once you get used to d te people in the house. | want to thank all noykers for
helping me cope with people. The past few weeke heen really good. I've been getting along with my
foster parents. | think thaterespectinghemmade me realize that when you respect someongygtaespect
back from that person.”

Kaitlyn told about being afraid to confess to hastér mom that she had been stealing food, butdoma it

felt when she did and her foster mom wasn’t an§he ended her letter with, “I just wanted to thgald for
everything. P.S. Thanks for being such a good jtidgethat, Judge Carpenter replied to her, “Na@rtkyou,
Kaitlyn. You are the one doing all the work.”

More foster homes are needed to offer hope to yitkelKaitlyn and younger children and sibling gpsu To
find out about what is involved in becoming a fogtarent, or to donate backpacks and school sigfaie

boys and girls, adolescents and teens, pleasect@mgie Henry or Ashley Hoff in Grand Rapids a66356-
1934 or toll-free 800-886-57760r Lutheran Social Services’ free monthly e-newtste Epistle, register at www.Issm.org

“The gifts of time you offer, the dollars you shamd the prayers you say for
those in need are warm and welcome reminders osGm¢k. You are helping t
transform lives and bring hope. Your donations t&€E World Hunger and
Disaster Relief are invaluable. Locally your dooa$ and your hands-on work
are priceless. On behalf of the many people yo lnped, thank you for your
generosity.”

from Judy Enger, North/West Lower Michigan Synodniger Team Membegr
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