\\

Illlllll/ﬁ/&; \IIIIIIII

Dear Members and Friends of CLC,

In his book,Now and Thenauthor Frederick Buechner observes that, “If keep your eyes peeled and your
ears open, if you really pay attention to it, eadimited or limiting life can open up extraordigaristas.
Taking your kids to school. Kissing your spousedybye. Eating lunch with a friend. There is no evéat
is so commonplace but that God isn’t in it, alwhigdenly, always leaving you room to recognize @odot
to recognize God ... Listen to your life. Touch, g&asmell your way to the holy and hidden heart of i
because, in the last analysis, all moments areri@yents, and life itself is grace.”

My term of serving as the interim minister here&atist is coming to a close this month and asleotfon my
pastoral experience here for the past year-andfd-éua aware of those seemingly commonplace oerwes
in which | have recognized the presence of God:

—

- Music — | have been blessed over and over again byittseoff music shared during worship services it
this place. As a congregation you have been blesghdan abundance of musical gifts through which
God speaks to everyone. Treasure and give thankisdaift of music you are privileged to enjoy &er

- Children — During Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, f¢aration and First Communion classes
Christmas, Mother’s Day, and Youth Sunday prograans; during the weekly Children’s Message tim
and baptismal services in worship; | have seeffidte and heard the voice of God. Thank you forisbar
your children with me as their pastor — if only #obrief period of time.
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- Generous Hearts- In spite of the serious economic stresses expesd by all of us the past few yearg
as a community of faith you have continued to faitlg support the ministries of this congregatitime
Greater Grand Rapids community and our Synod. Yioancial and personal volunteer commitment hias
enabled us to support large, successful VBS progitAmpast two summers, youth mission trips and
retreats, additional staff to support the coordoratind development of our Christian Education
programming, and some much needed repairs and waments to the church facilities. | have seen the
heart of God in your generous hearts. | hope yauelseen it too.

- Patience, Commitment and Trust— When 1 first joined you as your interim pastOrdonths ago there
was a fair amount of free-floating anxiousness;, fead even anger about the future vitality of this
congregation and the ELCA as a denomination. Bspitle those emotions, for a variety of personal
reasons, you decided to remain involved, commitied,engaged in the future of this congregatioru Yp
endured and discovered a renewed sense of hopgyemel vitality for the future of this church. ¢leve
this has truly been a work of God among us.
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by Gary Sironen, Minister of Music
As we go through the next few weeks or months togretve will certainly miss Pastor Mike, and welwil

be tempted to become impatient or discouragedbettr. But | invite you to look at this next passafe
time with encouragement.

We will have the opportunity to hear God’s Wordnfra variety of preachers; we will be fed with a
veritable banquet of thoughts and ideas on the ©ed! for us. Sure, there may be a glitch or tveveh
and there, but we will be communicating with thede are joining us in advance so that the flow of
worship will go as smoothly as possible.

We will have the chance to worship together, wodether and lean on each other more closely adame p
and prepare for worship and all of the activitiad avents that will continue during this time ofmaal
vacancy.

And finally, we will have the privilege of liftingach other up in prayer, encouraging each othiitim
and building up each other as a community, the Bddyhrist, even while we look forward with
anticipation to the arrival of the next shepherdi®as chosen to lead us.

So don't be discouraged! Attend worship regulashay for each other constantly, and give thanksad
always as we celebrate the banquet of his nevengthalve and grace.
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- Friendships and Laughter— At fellowship events, coffee hours, or just pimgpyour head into my
pastor’s office to say hello, we’'ve had opportwestio converse, pray, laugh, and get to know onthan
in a more personal way. Even in council and coneritheetings, when we at times had to deal with
serious or troublesome issues, we never seemedde the ability to find an opportunity for laughite
the midst of struggle or tough decisions. | fintdruly amazing how close I've come to feel withreany
of you in such a short period of time. This to@ai&od-thing.

“Touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hidtdeart of God, because all moments are key moramds
life itself is grace.” Indeed,Havetouched, tasted, and smelled those grace-filledl iBoments here at CLC,
and, | pray, that you have as well too.

CLC is a healthy, lively, vibrant and richly bledssommunity of faith with very capable, committeg |
leaders and church members. Yes, there will bgpaofja few months between the close of my ministry
among you and the beginning of a newly-called péstoinistry with you. Remember where you have hegn
for nearly 50 years now, as the people of God aisChutheran. Give thanks for where, and who, ahdse
you are. Continue to trust in the leading of Gdsksrit. And, finally, receive my heart-felt than&ad
appreciation for welcoming me and trusting me tékwath you and beside you as your interim pastdiay
God continually bless you as the people of Godamuas you prepare to receive your new pastordétea

Peace and joy,
Pastor Mike

submitted by Becky Ebb-Speese
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As we approach our annual fall mission support appkis is the question that we will be exploringether
as a congregation. Before we make our commitmesupport to the church, it is important to know whig
important for us to give and how giving can beesbing to us.

In early October, every household will be giveropyof the book, Why Give?: 40 days from Getting to
Giving, by John F. DeVries. Together, we will spenddd§s in reading and reflection on this devotional
book, beginning on Sunday, October 16.

There are many ways this book can be used:

family devotions

individual devotions

committee devotions

youth group discussion

small group reflection, to name a few.
Be creative in using this book for 40 days. Temglks will also give guidance each week. Let tiogk
speak to you on the “source of true joy in lifétdws from the river of giving.”

Pledge cards will be sent out in early November.aslethat you let the guidance from the book speaiou
in considering your pledge for 2012. Commitmenthday will take place on November 20.
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Meeting the heeq,

As the autumn season is upon us and our programimirgdnildren begins again after our summer
schedule ends, we wanted to just do a quick refresi what we offer to various age groups.

We offer a Little Lambs class for our 3-6 year abiisthefourth Sunday and ospecial occasion
Sundays. In October, we will only have a Little Lastlass offered on October®and October 30
(Reformation).

We offer Sunday School from 10:15 to 11:00 am faldeen starting at 3 years of age through high
schoolers, plus an adult Sunday School class ichbe room and fellowship for adults in the
narthex.

We offer nursery (infants up to age 2 years old)itdée Lambs (ages 2-3 years old), and a Childsen
Church (4-6 year olds) during this service.

Once children are past kindergarten, we ask tlegt tbmain with their families in service. We have
coloring/activity pages and crayons available i larthex on a table by the doors leading into the
sanctuary and we encourage older children to beeggarticipants in our services! What a great
example of faith for our children to see their paseand fellow CLC family members worshipping!
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Our first event was spent in the dark. We playedesblindfold games which produced alot of giggles
The teens divided into three groups and searcheedhtirch grounds for thirteen items on their
Flashlight Scavenger Hunt List. Team Grandville eamfirst followed by Team Byron and the Team

Kentwood. We also spent time preparing a surgos@astor Mike. You'll have to ask him about his
"Treasures".

Thanks Eric and Rebecca for providing us with chiggewnies, and drinks. We had a GREAT time!
Hope to see more teens at the October event.

Campfires, donuts, cider, and a cornmaze in thie! &gn up at the Youth Table to join
us in a fun event at the "Down on the Farm" Correretz-ruitridge Hayrides, on
Friday, October 21shittp://www.fruitridgehayrides.com/

We'll meet at church at 6:30 and return around .92t is $7.50 a person. You'll neeg
% to dress warm and BRING A FLASHLIGHT! Drivers areeded! If you have any
questions contact Vicki Blubaugh at 261-5396 obblugh@earthlink.net.
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A cow, a couple of goats, 10 chicks, two pigs, ekj@iarming tools -

plus training and marketing support - can helpnaitiafarm its way to a fresh start.
With new tools and techniques, crops will grow l@iggnd stronger than ever before.
Eggs, milk and meat from farm animals will provieleough food to eat

and sell on the market, helping a family escapecttoée of hunger and

poverty for good.

The goal will be to put our entire Sunday Schoaryaffering towards this
great cause! We need to raise $715 to help a fdvetdyn a new life! Look
forward to fun activities throughout the year tiait help our whole church
family be involved in this great offering experiehc
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What do Stephen Minister do?
Stephen Ministers are caring Christian friends Wten, understand, accept and pray for and with
their care receiver who are working through a srisitough time.

Stephen Ministers are not counselors. Their rote Isten and care - not to give advice or counsel
However, they are trained to recognize when a icaeiver's need exceeds what they can provide. If
that happens, they work with the care receiverelp them receive the level of care they need.

Can | trust a Stephen Minister?

Trust is essential to a caring relationship angls¢a Ministers are people you can trust.
Confidentiality is one of the most important pripleis of Stephen Ministry and whatever a care
receiver tells a Stephen Minister is kept in séisttconfidence.

How can someone receive care from a Stephen Ministe
Anyone who would like to receive care from a StephBnister may contact Stephen Leaders: Renee
Green at 681-2563 or Julie Menacher at 538-8382.
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3 4 (magazine)

Each month the “Lutheran” magazine has an artidle avdiscussion
guide. Sharon Leder and Julie Menacher are staatsmgall group to
take advantage of these articles and guides. Sdroke ditles from last
spring are: (March) Congregations confront strugigl@pril) Who are
the evangelicals?; (May) Pastoral calls a workrogpess; (June) Churches need to take note, keep @p
Interesting topics.

be held at the church. The time of the meeting beldecided by the members of the group. We will ge
the magazine to each member the first week of gamtth so there will be time to read and think befagr
discussion time.

The Group will meet the fourth Sunday of each mamtt will probably last for an hour. Meetings W”J

Six of us signed up on Rally Day but there is RO@KMYOU! To join this group, contact Sharon at
892-5275 or July at 538-8382.
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The Christ Crew kids enjoyed a beautiful sunny fbaytheir bike ride to the ice
cream shop on September 18!

We had eight kids and four chaperones (thank yapetones!) make the 11.5 mile
trek from the church to Byron Center and back. ®kne in the works for our next
outing so watch the Sunday announcements for detarhay not always work out
this way, but we will try to schedule events foe third Sunday of the month.
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Church Staff

Rev. Michael Kemper
616-532-2774

prmike @
christlutheranwyoming.org

Gary Sironen
Minister of Music
garysironen@netzero.con

Marilyn Burgard
Organist/Handbell Directo
burgardm@sbcglobal.net

Hazel Rouker
Childrens’ Choir Director
hazelm@i2k.com

Lysa Buchan
CE Consultant
lysadawn@comcast.net

Sarah McKenney
CE Consultant
sjmckenney@live.com

Executive Council

President
Patrick Blanchard
Vice-President
Stewart Healey
Treasurer
Jim Bachmeier
Recording Secretary
Vicki Blubaugh

Council Chairpersons
Education

Kathy Reister
Evangelism

Sarah Laurent
Fellowship

Todd Huston
Property

Ken Davison
Mission Planning

Deb Park
Welfare & Social
Concerns

Jennifer Buddemeier
Worship & Music

Marcia Schaner
Youth & Family

Vicki Blubaugh
Recording Secretary

Linda McCullough

Contact Information
Phone: 616-532-2774

Email: office@
christlutheranwyoming.org

Church Website:

christlutheranwyoming.org

Highlights of Council Meeting of August 9, 2011

Financials: We are holding our own and in good standing iatrtiidway of the year point.
Attendance has increased 5% since last year dirties

Old Business:

1. Call Committee:Interviews are being conducted and the procegsimg well.

2. Stained Glass Window Updaighe Worship & Music committee is waiting for the-e
act cost for Phase | (front two windows) and Phadeack two windows) before proceed-
ing with a recommendation to council.

New Business:

1. Technical and Communication Committ€he committee has been reviewing, updat-
ing, and exploring various technological avenuesotiatinue to improve our delivery and
receipt of communication within our various chuggbups and functions.

2. Update Databasdt has been suggested that church members’ picitui@s database
be updated for when our new pastor arrives. The@mlomponent would be under Stu
Healey’'s Technical & Communication Committee dinezt Council had previously dis-
cussed updating our pictorial directory once a pastor is in place.

3. Sudanese Joint Committe®:the last joint committee meeting the concehat CLC

is having with the use and care of our physicalifp@nd supplies were discussed. The
Sudanese Committee members agreed to better ssgémeir children. The committee is
discussing creating a set of rules that the SClatilskfollow to continue worshipping and
fellowshipping at CLC. They also expressed the ingwe of the Sudanese committing to
regularly attending these joint meetings.

4. Visual ArtsA display will be set up on the north side of tathex fromOct. 1-Nov. 3.
5. Rally Day:Needs for tables for each committee must be conuated to the Evangel-
ism Committee before the Sept™Rally Day.

6. StewardshipThank you notes were included in the financiaesteents that were sent
out to the church membership.

7. Property:Old storage shed has been removed and the neagstspace is now in use.
8. Education: VBS begins on August 14.

9. Welfare & Social Concerng coordinator is needed for Habitat for Humanithe
committee is deciding whether to continue Opera@bnistmas Child, since participation
has declined over the last few years.

Next Meeting: September 13, 2011.

Highlights of Council Meeting of September 13, 2011

Financials: Revenue and expenses are both slightly less dsagéar at this time, with
year-to-date net almost exactly the same as last yde Finance Committee will begin
working on the 2012 budget shortly.

Old Business:

1. Call CommitteeThe Call Committee has received one more cand&lasene in the
second round of names from Synod. It may be a vidgfere a candidate may be available.
The process continues to go well.

2. Christian Ed/Youth Consultants’ ContracRiscussion regarding needs/wants of new
pastor. Contracts will be drafted for review at @er council meeting.

3. Facebook Page for CLCS. Healey, as chair of the Technical & Commumca€Com-
mittee, will look into this topic.

4. Visitor Welcome Packet€ontinue to use them now before a new pastar figace.

New Business:

1. Letter to Bishop SchleichdPresident Patrick Blanchard has written a letidret sent to
Bishop Schleicher, commending Pastor Mike for Riseptional service to CLC as our In-
terim Pastor.

continued page 11
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2. Request by Sue Sch&tie Scharf has requested permission to use thetctmshow a movie by The Wellness
Forum, with which she is affiliated. Council apped.

3. Business Manager Positiofihe Mutual Ministry has recommended hiring a Bas;iManager to coordi-
nate/oversee details of running CLC while withopaator. It was seen as a consultant-type pospiertaps 10 hours
per week. special council meeting will be heldTaresday, September 27, at 7 p.m. to finalize Idedhithe position.
4. Sound Board Expansiobiscussion regarding removing a pew at the batck@fanctuary to expand the sound
board. This subject will be brought to the next ¥hyp & Music Committee meeting.

Committee Updates:

1. Youth & Family:A bar-b-que fundraiser will be held Oct. 16 articago” hot dog/chili dog fundraiser will be held
Jan. 15. Leland & Melissa are back working with &ios Also, more volunteers are needed to work énrthrsery on
Sunday mornings.

2. Welfare & Social Concerng coordinator is still needed for the Habitat Humanity Committee. UCOM is work-
ing with Mercantile Bank to do a strikeout (bowljrfgndraiser on Saturday, November 12, at Park&dranes, with
free shoes, free food, and prizes.

3. StewardshipOn Sat., October 8, from 9 a.m. to noon, CLC halst a Synod Mission Support Consultation for the
Grand Rapids Conference. The Synod requests #ratychnd two to three members from each congregatiend.
The Synod will communicate about benevolence dallahat it's used for, budget, and expenses. THeviEhip
Committee will serve lunch.

4. Worship & MusicEthel Bucek’s daughter, the artist for the staigleds windows, is willing to donate her cost for
the design in honor of her mother. There would Is&lcosts for supplies and installation. The cotigaiwill meet

next Tuesday and will report to council next month.

5. Finance:Committees are reminded to send budget requastisefyear 2012 to Jim Bachmeier. Counting proce-
dures for offerings are going well. A new form grdcedure for collecting, counting, and deposifingds for activi-
ties other than regular service offerings are atbée! in the tray in the work room.

6. Education:Sunday School and Adult Bible classes begin nertd8y morning. The committee has obtained alll
needed teachers but a few more team teacherseatecheél' he subcommittee is working on the childr€fisstmas
program. Vacation Bible School went very well, wii#5 children registered.

7. Vice PresidentNominating Committee is working on obtaining catades for all council positions for next year.
Pastor Bob & Kim Zeitter will co-lead the CLC/SCLIGint Committee, & will resolve all issues relatitmgthat entity.
8. Mission Support:Fundraising for the 3bAnniversary Planning will begin Sept. 25 with amise fundraiser.

9. Property:A new tankless water heater was installed, but veorking now because it needs a new part. An esti
mate has been received for installing air conditigrihroughout the building. The committee has ulised the condi-
tion of the parking lot and received a bid to repthe entire lot for approximately $80,000.

10. Pastor Mike:Pastor Mike told council that it has been a ey and a joy working with CLC. It is his opinion
that CLC is a wonderful congregation with greatistity, and is sure that God will lead the Call Coitae.

Next meeting:Octoberl1l, 2011.

—

The church calendar is full of meetings and oppoities for your to serve. Check it out a
www.christlutheranwyoming.org
News and Events tab, then click on the calendaatled in the left margin.
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Christ Lutheran Church will be doing an art shovtha Narthex as part of the recognition of
Reformation. The art show will begin in Octoberdanembers of the Grand Rapids
Christians in Visual Arts group will be displayitigeir works.

Also, we would like to open up the art show to ampin our congregation who has art work
they would like to share with us. Artwork could imde drawings, photos, sewing projects,
etc.

Please contact Kristen Thornton soon by email K&tB000_1999@yahoo.com) or phone
616-481-6569 so we know how many panels to set up.

Thank you to the congregation of CLC for your conéd support of the arts. It is our hope that ikaal
arts aide in enhancing your worship experience.

7)

... cold weather will be coming soon so now is timeetito prepare for
the winter blast. Below are a few efficiency tips heating and
preserving energy:

1. Set your water heater temperature at 120 de§re&¢hen you leave on vacation turn down the
temperature and/or move dial to vacation setting.

Fix leaky or dripping water faucets.

Clean or replace air filter on furnace once atnpmake sure air vents are not blocked and gfean
dryer vent screen (hint: once clean, water shawhdfreely through dryer screen).

Install gaskets behind electrical outlet coMatgs located on the exterior walls.

Think about upgrading your ceiling insulatiorglinnsulation, and basement/crawl space walls.
Always look for the Energy Star logo, which ioalies a high efficiency product.

Install low flow showerheads.

All hot water pipes located in an unconditiom@dement/crawl spaces should be insulated. Insulate
water pipes to the first horizontal pipe runs bf tvater heater or provide or provide heat traplsaih
cold and hot water lines.

9. Install water heater blanket in accordance witppliers’ specifications.

10. Plug major air leaks, especially in attic aaddment.

11. Caulk around outdoor faucets, wire and pipesiahd where different siding materials meet.
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These are just a few suggestions that should samggand thus money.
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