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Christ Lutheran Church                                  November 2011   

 BRANCH THE   

Worshipping Through the Holidays 

by Gary Sironen, Minister of Music 

 

I hope you are continuing to worship with us as we continue our journey in search of our next pastor. We are 

hearing some wonderful preaching from a variety of pastors, and our worship life, programs and events all 

continue to take place. Thank you to all who are working so hard to keep things going. We need all of you to 

continue to join with us on a regular basis so that we all might continue to be encouraged and strengthened in 

faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

The very first Sunday in November is All Saints Sunday. We plan to project images of 

our members and families who have undergone important life passages over the past 

12 months, such as birth, death, confirmation, graduation, marriage and more. If you 

have a photo or two we might use, please e-mail it to church or drop it off as soon as 

possible, along with names and a description of what the picture represents. 

 

We celebrate Christ the King as the Church Year comes to an end on Sunday, 

November 20. We will worship together on Thanksgiving Eve, November 23 at 7:00 

p.m.; Iôm tentatively planning a service of hymns and worship and praise songs as we 

thank God for all he has given us. 

 

Advent, and the new Church Year, begins the last Sunday of November. The church will take on a festive 

look, and worship will take on a different mood as we anticipate the celebration of ñGod among usò. I want 

to invite all who sing to join our Worship Choir during this season. We rehearse Wednesday evenings at 7:00 

p.m. and will begin looking at music for the season on November 16. 

 

December will see a Christmas Sunday School program on Sunday evening, December 11, and a Christmas 

concert by all of our musical ensembles on Sunday evening, December 18. Weôre planning worship on 

Christmas Eve at 5:00, 7:00 and 11:00, and a single worship service at 10:00 on Christmas morning, which 

also happens to be a Sunday. 

 

As our motto says, ñThe people are the ministers of this churchò, so please continue to join us in worshipping 

God and ministering to each other and our community during the coming weeks and months. 
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The Ministers of This Church Are the People 
 

As we find ourselves without a Pastor, I think back to 1976 when we moved here from Lancaster, PA. 

Having moved four times in twelve years, we found that finding a place to worship soon after we settled 

in was very important to us. When we visited St. Paulôs Lutheran in Grandville, we were welcomed with 

open arms. The upbeat atmosphere and the attitude of the people was very refreshing to us. Come to find 

out they, too, were without a Pastor. You couldnôt tell that by the peopleôs response. We joined that 

church soon after our first visit. 

 

This is a very important time at Christ Lutheran. Just because we donôt have a Pastor doesnôt mean that 

we cannot continue to succeed. The heart of any church are the people. As the writing on the wall in the 

narthex says: The Ministers of This Church Are the People. We have to continue to attend church. Greet 

the visitors, call someone that you havenôt seen for a while and tell them weôve missed them. If someone 

is ill, call them and ask how they are feeling. Continue your fellowship between services. Christ Lutheran 

Church is a very strong, active and friendly church. Until we call a new Pastor, we are the ones to keep it 

that way. 

 

Roger Nichols, 

Interim Administrative Facilitator 

- Update 
 

Thank you so much to the many of you who have offered prayers of support for CLC and for our call 

committee.  We have been very active over the last month connecting with potential candidates. What a 

blessing it is to be able to talk to candidates about the volunteer spirit of our church as well as the various 

outreach projects, our education program, our musical talent, etc.  Many candidates would love to come 

to CLC and as your call committee we are working to discern, with the guidance of God's Holy Spirit, the 

best possible candidate.  Keep up the prayers! 

  

God's Peace, 

Cristina VanWieren 
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 - Visitation 

 

The Stephen Ministers have been asked to provide visitation calls for members of the congregation during 

this time without a pastor. We can provide a listening ear; bring you communion; and pray with you, at 

your home or in the hospital. To receive a caring call, please contact the church office at 532-2774 and 

your information will be forwarded to one of us. 
 

Caring for Others in the Name of Christ, 

Stephen Leaders: Julie Menacher and Renee Green 

Mission Support Committee                                                                          
submitted by Becky Ebb-Speese 

 

Why Give?  Now that we are a few weeks into our congregational devotional reading, we hope that you 

are finding inspiration and creative ways to use this 40 day journey to learn about the blessings of 

giving.  Week three gives us the focus on how our giving becomes Godôs opportunity to give.  
 

ñWe often fail to see the vertical dimension in our giving.  When we give we become a means 

by which God gives!  We are his faucets! He has appointed us as his ambassadors and he 

will not ñgo around usò.  Our giving opens the floodgates of heaven, according to Malachi 

3:10, actually affecting the way God gives.  We are the ñriverbedsò through which His 

giving flows, and failure to give resists His giving.ò Pages 121, 122. 

 

To prepare for Commitment Sunday on November 20, the mission support committee asks that you give 

some feedback and comments on how you have used this book so far and things that you have learned, 

things that have inspired you. These comments, which may be anonymous, will be used in a special 

presentation during the commitment service. Please send them to Becky Ebb-Speese at 

trebbspeese@att.net by November 11. 

 

Your pledge cards and time and talent sheets will be sent out the first week of November. 

-- Julie Menacher 
Renee Green 

Directors, Stephen Ministry 

Stephen Ministry 

mailto:trebbspeese@att.net
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Everyone is welcome at Sunday School 

 

Are you and your kids a part 

of our Sunday morning educational opportunities?  

 

We have something for everyone  

and we welcome you to join us at 

10:15 a.m. every Sunday morning! 

 

Sunday School Offering Update 
 

We are chipping away at our yearly goal of $715 to build a family 

farm, including animals, tools, and training to provide life-sustaining 

knowledge for a family/community in our world.  Again, this offering 

program is through the ELCA Good Gifts program and we are so 

proud of the giving spirit of our Sunday School kids! 
 

We have raised $204.10 through our five weeks of Sunday School so 

far.  Keep up the good work! 
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Looking for a way to help out with our upcoming Christmas program?  
 

We are looking for volunteers to help us during second service that would help us 

Ú  run lines with the kids in one room, 

Ú practice songs in another room, and  

Ú help work on set decoration in a third room! 
 

So lots of options to plug into this experience é does one of these areas work for you?  
 

We will begin practices during second service on November 6 and look forward to a great time with 

our Sunday School kids and other adult and teen helpers!  All are welcome to be a part of this 

experience! Please see Sarah McKenney or Lysa Buchan if you have questions or would like to help! 

Sunday School  

Christmas Program  

Attention Sunday School Families 
 

Letters have been sent home describing the time commitment for children interested in being a part of 

our Christmas program this year, which requires kids to be part of the practice sessions that will occur 

during second service from November 6th through December 11th. 

 

We want as many kids involved as possible and we welcome all help (see our article on volunteer 

opportunities).  Please see Sarah McKenney or Lysa Buchan if you have any questions about this 

yearôs Christmas program! 
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c o n f i r m a t i o n   t e e n s 

NOV 18 

Friday - 8 p.m. until 
Saturday - 8 a.m. 

 Bring: sleeping bags, pillows, a snack and beverage to share plus great games and movies.  
Expect:  great time hanging with friends all night at church.  

Do:  sign up by sunday, november 13.  
Questions: vicki bubaugh at 261 -5396  

 

  

    

    �«����had a fun night out at the  

         Fruit Ridge ten acre corn maze for their October event.  
 

Brian and Eric were first to find their way out of the maze.   BUT they found no answers to 

the clues. Rebecca 1 and Rebecca 2 were second out with a few clues answered. Everyone 

was out of the maze by 8:30 for cider and doughnuts, EXCEPT for Vicki and Steve.   They 

were lost!   The teens tried to help by yelling "Marco"   and coming back into the maze with 

flashlights.   Finally, Ally spotted us with her flashlight and guided us out.   Whew!   We were 

last out, BUT we had the most answers to the clues!   
 

Here are some honors from the evening:  

 ̧Best hat  - Rebecca 2  

 ̧Coolest flashlight - Ally  

 ̧Most cider drank - Brian  

 ̧Most doughnuts eaten - Austin  

 ̧Loudest yell - Brian  

 ̧Dirtiest boots - EVERYONE  
 

(Teens Growing In Faith are for the confirmation students) 

picture on  
page 14  


