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from the desk of

It may not sound hopeful. | know it may not come
across as uplifting, but November, for me, is asspaf
grieving.

As the last of the desiccated brown leaves werekpld
from the crowns of the trees by the chill late Nober
winds, | sat contemplating a deep loss. It wasathek
before Thanksgiving last year. | was there in myall
alone there in the parking lot at Trillium Woods
Hospice considering the impending death of a true
friend in the faith. He was one with whom | hadrgila
laughter, and tears, prayers and fears. He wasvithe
whom | had shared hopes and dreams and zeal for the
people of God here in this place.

As | considered his loss, now only hours away Mega
thanks for the witness of this friend of mine, floe life
and ministry shared, for his faith in the Lord dhd
love of God for him ... but as pastor and frientglt
nothing so strongly as the grief. And it felt fifiar,
this November sorrow.

It was Thanksgiving week 11 years ago. We were
standing at the gravesite at the cemetery in Magint.
Those same chill November winds were blowing.
Bundled up, and huddled together against the told,
stood there with family as the rest of the mourners
gathered with solemnity. | looked up at the pireg
above us as the wind blew through and each of the
needles sliced through the air with a shrill rughin
sound. | suspect | was looking at the trees soulavot
have to look at the casket.

My father in law had been battling prostate carficer
six years ... but in his final six months he begafatte
fast. Lori and her sisters had taken care of et with
the help of hospice personnel as the end nearedd.. a

those final days those last stages were brutawére
all thankful that the suffering was finally ovenat
peace had come to my dad-in-law. Though it wasn't
easy, we were thankful that my wife and her silding
could usher my father-in-law out of this life evashe
had been there to welcome each of them in at M.
were thankful for his faith, for his love of the iy for
the life we shared together, but as son-in-law who
loved him, | felt nothing so strongly as deep satro

So it is that for me, as November comes, those
thoughts of loved ones lost come to the fore. Anitl a
think of those | grieve, other losses bubble to the
surface ... | think of friendships that have fadedgw
people we have left behind as we have moved from
one place to another and those who have movedan an
left us behind. I think of the many separations, of
vitality lost, innocence lost and dreams that hdieel.

I think of all of that grief and all of those loss@ddly
enough, at Thanksgiving time. You might think that
would cast a pall over the holiday. It might seém |
there’s a divine irony at work; grief at Thanksgwi
time. Actually, | don’'t see so much divine irong, a
holy counterpoint.

You see, for me this celebration of Thanksgiving is
holy prompt to Gospel hope. Though “Thanksgiving”
isn’t on the liturgical calendar anywhere, that day
reminds me of the greatest reason | have for giving
thanks.

Our Lord has given us the ultimate gift. He gave hi
Son for us, and through that gift, he won a victanry

you and for me forever. Sin and death, hopelessness
and grief have been conquered. Resurrection and new
hope has been assured. Every single loss ... is an

continued on page 2
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1
During this flu season, we are taking every praoautegarding your E
health. Pastors, altar guild members on duty, aeslyand communion 1
assistants, have been instructed to use the haittrses that have been :
placed on the pulpit and lectern shelf and at thleets cabinet in the :
narthex before assisting with Holy Communion. :

|

HARVEST Gﬂl[ ﬁé’i”f”
Welcomes Yod!

There will be a Harvest Gathering Pot Luck dinner p
Saturday, November 7 at 5:00 p.m. Please bringla di
to pass and your own dinner service. There will be
music provided by Mike Burgstahler. The dipnet ig

“ Pastor Brown - continued “

occasion for God to give life again. Every singliefjis an opportunity for the Lord to work healingd hope
again.

This thanksgiving, I'm sure I'll think of thosghose loss I grieve — my good friend in the faitmowdied last year,
my father-in-law and others - but that won’'t be #nd of it. I'll know even more the power of thertd’s love to
break through grief to new life ... and | will givieanks to the one who has made it so. In a strage lvgive
thanks for the losses of November ... because thiey pw to the one who so powerfully contradictsgaief as the
source of all healing, and the basis for true Thgiing.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers astérs, about those who have died, so that you may
not grieve as others do who have no hope. For siveéelieve that Jesus died and rose again, even so
through Jesus, God will bring with him those wheddied.
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“ Gary Sironen - Minister of Music H

NOVEMBER 25
WEDNESDAY
7:00 P.M.

Come and join our combined Worséhip and Prfaise
Choirs as we prepare anthems for our l\:/lusice:il
Christmas Celebration and the Christmas Eve
worship service. ﬁ\ . %:

We'll be rehearsing music for ‘ E%“

+Advent and Christmas regutarly =% u =
beginning November 18. We hope  * -
youwill join us as a way to share %}‘

¥

your gifts with others and-recall the*
Christ in Christmas.

December 13
The Sunday School children will pre-
sent a Christmas musical on Sunday
evening at 5:00.

December 20
The Worship Choir, Hand Bell Choir,
Junior Choir and Cherub Choir will leac
a Musical Christmas Celebration at 7:00
p.m., which will include anthems, lots
of sing-a-long carols and
hymns, and a couple of othg
musical guests.

Sy6y8

The season of Advent begins on the last Sunday
of November. For the church, this signals the
beginning of a new year.

We look back at the anticipation experienced by
God'’s people as they awaited God’s promiseg
Messiah, even as we reflect on and anticipatej|his
coming into our lives new every day.

The liturgical color for Advent is blue, and you
will see plenty of that during the four weeks of
Advent. The blue turns to white on Christmas
Eve, representing the purity of the Christ Child,
who came to cleanse our hearts and lives in
God'’s love.

The music during worship will be more reflectiye
and meditative as the Scripture
lessons speak of signs and prophe ies}
that herald the coming ttie Prince
of Peace.

Christmas Eve will feature three evening
services, as we have done the past few years.

A 5:00 servicewill be geared toward families
with young children with musical offerings by the
Junior and Cherub Choirs.

At 7:00 we will hold candle light service. The
Hand Bell Choir and an instrumental ensemble
will add seasonal music to our worship. A

At 11:00we’ll also have a candle light
service with the Worship Choir help leag
the singing.

We will not be holding a Christmas
morning service this year.
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" Council President ||

A Letter from CLC’s Council President...

Every month, as | start this article, | can haitoljieve that another month has passed. Novembeadylr Next
month | will be writing my final article as Chrikutheran Church council president, so | will saweneflections
for next time...

Your council has been working on the budget andha&ek Jim Barritt, our treasurer, and the finanm@mittee for
their hard work. We are awaiting some final numtzard will finalize the budget in December and asancil, we
appreciate the input from the various committeaidtthis process.

As has been discussed through various kinds oftara@mnents, we are currently putting together olir ca
committee as we look to fill an Associate Past@ifpmn to meet the needs we have in our churclugiol the
areas of education (across all age groups), evangéhrough faith formation), and what we now ddes youth
and family. We need to create a call committeewhthbe a good representation of our whole congtiem while
also bringing the needed skills and abilities s gearch. In discussing this with our synod, thggestion has been
to create an application in order to ensure api@icess in creating this committee. Other churtiae® been using
this idea successfully and so we have asked allasted members to fill out an application (whioh available in
the narthex, in the church office, and over therch's e-mailed announcements) and return it tousmcib member
or to the labeled box in the narthex by NovembBeiThe committee will then be formed and announaed o
November 8. Please direct all questions to any of your cduneimbers and thank you in advance for your
willingness to serve.

Also in November we have our council elections. & looking to fill several positions for the n@xyear term
and | know the Nominating committee has been wagrkiard to present a ballot filled with skilled iaiuals who
love our church and our Lord. Please watch the ameements for more information on this upcomingtibe.

Lastly, | want to thank all of you for your thoughabout so many issues that our church faces réeiape each and
every one of you who has come to me at church &nd-mail to share your prayerful consideratiothaigs such
as our determination to call an Associate Pastditiae ELCA'’s latest social statements. Our CLC famiways

has a common purpose and that igo share God's love and his forgiveness througirdhip, Word and
Sacrament. We seek to care for the physical, emadtiand spiritual needs of others through the giftime, talent
and treasures with which God has blessed us. Wevieelve have been called as living witnesses &t #xi others
so that all may know Jesus Christ as Lordd’ times of questioning who we are, | turn to Bikle and to our
mission statement to remind myself that it is gretinple... we are loved by God and called to shaat litwve to
others and with that knowledge we can face anyl@hge. God is surely good!

Peace,

Sarah McKenney,
Christ Lutheran Church Council President

Much discussion was had on this topic as well agifip scripture references to homosexuality. lvess some
lively and heated debate as we worked through darissues. The third week continued in discussiatripture
as well as discussion of how the decisions of th€/Aare affecting the church at large and our oangregation. It
is clear to say that of the attendees, Christ Lratihenembers have varied opinions and beliefs asetissues.

The question that we must continually consider ambrers of Christ Lutheran Church is how can we hiprde in
fellowship and support each other as the body eisCWwith differing understanding of interpretatiohscripture and
differing conscience of the issues of sexuality aahe-gender relationships and continue respaxifidersations
with each other. Be assured that it will take timethe ELCA leadership to implement the policyaobes in the
candidacy and call process. Our hope is that ndemie the need to leave Christ Lutheran or the Aber these
issues. The joy and blessing of being Lutherahaswe are free to have differing opinions on éssthat are
controversial. We remain the body of Christ, helgkether by God’s grace and compassion.

The ELCA web site will give all the information yaould possibly want to help you understand thésitats made
and also see how the greater church is respondiagy and | are happy to talk with anyone aboatahsembly and
hope that more opportunities for education willdfiered in a variety of settings as we go forward.

Rev. Rebecca Ebb-Speese

September Council Minutes
Your council met on September 8, 2009 where weudised and dealt with several things...

1. We gave our support to the Fellowship committéendraiser for our Sunday morning cookie andesoff
fund.

2. We finalized the September Ministry Fair anctdssed the progress toward our yearly goals (in
committees and as a council).

3. We spent time in discussion about meeting tleelsef our church through calling an Associated?ast
Please see the latest information on this topauinannouncements.

Copies of the official minutes for the Septembe2@)9 council meeting will be available upon reqadter they
are officially approved at the Octob@&ouncil meeting Please contact the church office at 532-27tédeive an
e-mailed or hard copy.

October Council Minutes
Your council met on October 13, 2009 where we dised and dealt with several things...

1. We had several guests and discussed suppdngng/eée Care group with their fundraiser as they are
receiving many requests for cold weather gear. e raceived an update on the food pantry at CLGs T
will be discontinued as area food pantries are bpgovide more and different kinds of foods tmilees
and so those in need are not coming to our footrypanymore. The council appreciates all of thekwvor
done by the many dedicated volunteers over thesy€arally, we also received a communication that
shared concerns over the ELCA’s latest social state. The council had a lengthy discussion onahis
will continue this conversation at the Novemberrmmmeeting.

2. The council received the resignation of Stevee@rfrom the position of Vice President due to theal
reasons. We thank Steve for serving on councilpsay for his continued recovery from his bypasgety.
We are working on finding a replacement for Stearerfext year’s President of CLC’s council.

3. We discussed the creation of a call committektaok the advice from the synod to use an apjdicat
process to make sure that we were able to forrmantttee fairly that would have the necessary skills
complete this process. Please see the announcefoettte latest information on this topic.

Copies of the official minutes for the October 26809 council meeting will be available upon requdtgr they are
officially approved at the Novembeouncil meeting Please contact the church office at 532-27tédeive an e-
mailed or hard copy.
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Summary of Discussion Sessions
on the ELCA Churchwide Assembly

Christ Lutheran was unique to have had three vatiegibers at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly held igusi:
Terry Speese, Becky Ebb-Speese and Matthew Riakv&ve each elected by the NWLower Michigan Synod in
different categories. Terry and | offered a threek series to discuss decisions made at this abgefor those
who were not able to attend, here is a brief summBaactions adopted at the assembly:

1. Full Communion with the United Methodist Church §9%1). This the ELCA’s 8 full-communion relationship
and the 1 for the UMC.
. Carlos Pena was re-elected Vice President of theAEL

2
3. The assembly voted 884-41to approve a proposaise £10 million over three years to support an Hifd
AIDS strategy.
4. The development of a Lutheran Malaria Initiativesvegoproved. (989-11)
5. The Social Statement “Human Sexuality:Gift and Tiutie ELCA’s 1¢ social statement was adopted with a
vote of 676-338 (Exactly two-thirds of those voling
“The social statement is a theological and teachomument that builds on the key Lutheran pringme
justification by grace and Christian freedom tosegthe neighbor. It emphasizes that central tovoaation, in
relation to human sexuality, is the building andtection of trust in relationships. It thereforérafs that we are
called to be trustworthy in our human sexuality emtuild social institutions and practices in whicust and
trustworthy relationships can thrive. The sociatement addresses among other topics, marriagerganter
relationships, families, protecting children, friships. Commitment, social responsibility and moral
discernment. Regarding same-gender committed aaktiips, the social statement recognizes that menatbe
this church are not in agreement and indentifiedifferent perspectives that are present amorigelsa.org)
6. The ministry policies resolutions were adopted.
Resolution 3: Adopted by a vote of 771-23% amended'Resolved, that in the implementation of any
resolutions on ministry policies, the ELCA comntgelf to bear one another's burdens, love the beigh
and respect the bound consciences of all."
Resolution 1: Adopted by a vote of 619-402: “Resolved, thatEh€A commit itself to finding ways to
allow congregations that choose to do so to reeegisiupport and hold publicly accountable lifelong,
monogamous, same-gender relationships.”
Resolution 2: Adopted by a vote of 559-451: “Resolved, thatEw€A commit itself to finding a way for
people in such publicly accountable, lifelong, mgamous, same-gender relationships to serve asedste
leaders of this church.”
Resolution 4: Adopted by a vote of 667-3@& amendedrhis resolution called upon members to respext th
bound consciences of those with whom they disagledared the intent to allow structured flexilyiliib
decision-making about candidacy and the call pyagsminated the prohibition of rostered servige b
members in publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamsame-gender relationships; recognized and
committed to respect the conviction of members iceve that the ELCA should not call or rostergleo
in committed same-gender relationships; callediémelopment of accountability guidelines; directesk
appropriate amendments to ministry policy documebetdrafted and approved by the Church Council; and
urged that this church continue to trust congregati bishops, synods and others responsible ferrditing
who should be called into public ministiMore information about the social statement and theministry
policies resolutions is at on the web dittp://www.elca.org/faithfuljourney/fag

We want all of you to be informed about all of thecisions made at the assembly although the saesfsionsed on
the most controversial, the social statement aedrtimistry policies. In the first week of our serelot of time was
spent in answering questions regarding the decisiaking structure of the ELCA, how social stateraeritme into
being and an introduction to the documents. P&mwvn began the second session with a basic ELGAdran

understanding on interpretation of scripture. ihiportant to understand the context of all thetingis of scripture.

continued on page 9
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|| Stephen Ministry

New Stephen Ministry Class Is Underway

This caring ministry at CLC is expanding as fouwne
members began their Stephen Ministry training on
October 18. Members of this new class are Sharon
Leder, Dale Metzner, Julie Reeder and Beth
Whitemore.

The 50 hour training is broken down into twenty2
hour sessions that are held on Thursdays from-6:30
9:00 p.m. At the completion of the training in syyi
2010, the trainees will be commissioned as Stephen
Ministers. They will then join the existing active
Stephen Ministers at CLC in providing one-to-one
care to individuals experiencing difficulties ifeli

More than a half-million people have gone through
Stephen Ministry training in more than 9,000 chech
worldwide since the ministry began in 1975. Plddse
up the training class in your

prayers over the coming months

and watch for regular updates ir

The Branch articles.

Caring for others in Christ,
Renee Green

” Habitat for Humanity ”

Habitat Update, November 2009

We are close to finalizing this year’'s program. The

For those thinking ahead, next year will be a ogfg

volunteer weekends have ended and the home is close program that will deal with reconditioning existing

to being finished, a month ahead of schedule. Khan
you to all that put in time to get this done.

The donations have come in and the high point has
been the “reverse offering”. Many of you have made
productive returns. However, we do appreciate aiy a
all contributions and would like these to be finall

by November 18. The following week, November
22" we will have a tribute at both services to give
thanks to God for all his blessings.

homes. Details will be developed over the winter
months and early next year we will know what to
expect.

The committee is very appreciative of your gifts of
money and time. We hope that you will be as gerserou
for 2010 and the following years.

Prayer Shawl Ministry has moved tg

Wednesdays! The next meeting will
be November 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room.
Please join us for great fellowship as we make our
shawls.New members are always welcoriglou have
guestions regarding the Prayer Shawl Ministry, ggea
contact call Jeanne Bowling at 878-3178.
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Fall Clean up ...

was a great success
A special thank you to everyone who was able to
help out. The weather was great, a perfect Fall day

and since the leafs wanted to hang on a littledotigis year, it
gave us a chance to really do some fall cleanihgs Was a large
project of cleaning the inside and outside of therch. The
windows were cleaned inside and out, along withdiregand
cleaning around the landscaping of the church.Hembrth side
of the church, we had a large project call®darch for the Cross"
. The trees have grown so big around our frontsgrpsu could
hardly see it. It really looks good now. All alotige back in the

woods, it had to be cleaned up. There were so meaag trees, trees that needed trimming,
the wood chipper we rented made three large pflesod chips. As for the leafs, were
tentatively scheduling the second Saturday in Ndyenmweather permitting to pick up the
leafs around the Church. Again, Thank you, fomgaee's hard work.

The Property Committee

Soft Messages for the Troops

This year, Operation Pillow Talk is November 7th at
Woodland Mall from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Our military support group will be decorating pie Cookies for Vets*
and sending soft messages from home to N November 8
our troops in the war torn areas of Iraq and A ministry of homemade
Afghanistan. If you would like to donate cookies for the Veteran's
any personal care items (they need to b Hospital here in G_rand Rgplds.
Place your cookies in the kitchen
alcohol free), prepackaged snacks, candy,

. . . on Sunday, November 9 marked
and single serving powdered drinks etc., pleadaisa “Wets.” The cookies will then be
at 616-532-4811 or email at Imknappen@aol.com. |f taken to the Veteran's Hospital
you email, please put Pillow Talk in the message. i

the following Monday. Many
The troops that are in Afghanistan have a much mare

thanks to those of you who
difficult time obtaining things that make life easi continue tg' remember our
than the ones in Iraqg.

[4)

military personnel.

There is one other major need that we have arabit
NOTHING to do. We need address's (which are kept
confidential) of our deployed troops. If you canphe
IDIease let us know. Mary and Larry Knaooenl
|

Be sure to mark you records with Mary and Larry
Knappen’s change of phone number. 616-532-4811.

x4

’ = sure all of our kids keep warm! In the past, weehamly supplied winter wear to the elementary sthivo
A\
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“ Welfare & Social Concerns”

Emergency Food Pantry Closing

After approximately 20 years of service the Chiigtheran Food Pantry is closing. It seems like ansual time to
close with so many people out of work. However, ave only receiving one or two calls from United @
Outreach Ministry each month. We believe that peo@eding food have found if they go to a pantrgytcan pick
out their own food and get more dairy products &iedh fruits and vegetables than we can’t supphe Family
Network Pantry that was on 28Street is now located on Asear Clyde Park. There is also a pantry now in
Grandville. If you wish to donate for food you msgnd a check to: Feed America of West Michigan, raotd it is

for UCOM'’s account. If you have questions pleasgact Mary Jaeschke or Dave Park.

A Huge Thank You!!

Thank youo all of you who have helped the Christ Lutheraod-Pantry over the years. The pantry was
_5. started years ago by Larry and Mary Knappen. Tl lalways helped and encouraged others to donate.
% Also a huge thank you to Dave Park who has @it of the FOOD PANTRY. He has taken calls from
UCOM and gotten people to deliver or deliveredftiad himself. He has helped sort, pack, pick up and
purchase food through the years. Thanks to everynoehas donated food and helped in any way.

Thanksgiving Basket Time

Watch for sign up sheets in the narthex to helgk jpac deliver Thanksgiving baskets. We will
be packing the food on Friday evening, Novembét &t delivering them on Sunday,
November 22 after both services.

[ ]

Wee Care Needs Your Help!

The winter season is fast approaching, and our @&ge ministry is already out working in the comntyd make

the Wyoming area, but this year we have receivgdests fromALL schools
22 in the Wyoming district. We are therefore now adicepdonations of any siz
v coats, boots, hats and mittens/gloves. You mayeplaese items in the bin in
the narthex. We are thankful for your donations!

Due to the increase in requests, we are holdinmdriser to make sure we have
sufficient funds to help all of the Wyoming schabildren that are need. The fundrai
is being conducted through Avon, and all profit go directly to Wee Care. We hop
you'll visit the “Wee Care Fundraiser” display imetnarthex and grab a brochure! If you

would like to receive the brochure by email, pleesietact Melanie at the address below. The endafate
fundraiser is November 11. Contact Melanie Jernfgrdergs@aol.corar Denise Stardleal25@hotmail.conwith
questions!
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