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Dear Members and Friends of CLC, 
 

 A pastoral counselor was once asked what he had learned during his 30-year career of listening to people and their 
problems. His response was, “I have learned that people almost never, hardly ever, change.” But then he added, “But 
sometimes they do. And that’s enough to make you nervous!” 
 Modern psychology, sociology, and other social sciences all affirm that even though we often think of ourselves as 
freely thinking, independently acting individuals, in many ways we are not. We are shaped, constrained, and influenced 
by a host of factors like gender, family of origin, socio-economic status, education, psychological disposition, life 
experience, and so forth. We are, all of us, a complex mixture of factors that contribute to forming who we are, how we 
think, and what we are capable of being and doing. No wonder the pastoral counselor lamented, “…people never, hardly 
ever, change.” 
 “But sometimes they do!” Ah-yes, indeed they do. We do. In such a climate where science and research into human 
nature and behavior seem to suggest “people never change”, comes the counterbalancing message of Easter and 
resurrection, “Yes, but sometimes they do!” As Christians we believe that something has happened in the world, namely 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, and that this event has unleashed an untamed, unconstrained power upon the world.  
It is a power that makes real change, genuine newness, possible. 
 The faith community here at Christ Lutheran has experienced a lot of change during the past year or so.  Pastoral 
leadership has changed completely: Associate Minister Bob Mueller retired in 2008; Youth Minister Steve Ott sensed 
God’s call to another place of service in 2009; Pastor Tim Brown accepted a call to another congregation and concluded 
his ministry here at CLC this past January; and I began my interim ministry among you in March. That amount of 
change itself must have felt overwhelming for many of you. Coupled with that has also been the controversial vote taken 
last August at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly to move toward a change in church policy regarding the ordination of 
gays and lesbians in committed relationships with a life-partner and the resulting loss of several of our congregational 
members and families. This too is change that leaves everyone feeling emotionally dazed and confused, drained and 
weary. 
 All that being said, it is not all that can be said. We are not completely defined or controlled by the change that 
occurs around us. The message of Easter, the promise and hope of resurrection also has something important to say 
about all of this change and our response to it. The church is full of people whose very presence among our community 
of faith is proof of the power of Easter, living examples of the way in which God keeps bringing life out of death, keeps 
making a way when there seems no way. 
 In his first letter to the church at Corinth the Apostle Paul wrote, “For the message about the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1 Cor. 1:18)  I hear Paul saying the 
concept of salvation, redemption and renewal is a process, not a one-time event. The church is the community of those 
being born again – again and again. Change is conversion, movement from here to there. When we calm our fears and 
anxieties enough to remember the message of Easter – out of death and despair come hope and new life – well, just 
about anything can happen.  It has.  It does.  It will continue to do so. 
 

Peace and joy, 
Pastor Mike  
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The month of May includes the third major day of celebration for Christians – Pentecost. Originally a Jewish festival 
of thanksgiving for the “first fruits” of the spring harvest, it later also became a day to remember the giving of the 
Law to Moses in the form of stone tablets. Christians celebrate it because it was on the day of Pentecost nearly 2,000 
years ago that God sent his Holy Spirit to Jesus’ disciples, emboldening them to leave their place of hiding and 
proclaim the resurrection of Christ out in the open. 

 
Pentecost occurs this year on Sunday, May 23. The disciples first felt the Spirit as a rush of 
wind, and then it appeared as tongues of fire over their heads. When Jesus was baptized by his 
cousin John, the Spirit appeared like a dove over Jesus. To visually symbolize God’s Spirit, we 
want to fill our sanctuary with wind (from the ceiling fans), origami doves (made by you), and 
colorful flames (created by our kids). We’ll provide instructions and materials to help you do 
this. Watch for details. 

 
Of course, like many other congregations, we at Christ Lutheran also celebrate Confirmation on the day of Pentecost. 
We join our confirmands in recalling and affirming the entrance of the Holy Spirit into our lives through Baptism and 
the Spirit’s continued presence in our lives. This ceremony will occur at the 11:15 service on May 23. 
Confirmands: Patryk Akhurst, Zach Barnes, Mike Byler, Kevin Carlson, Jordyn Corner, Megan Crouch, Carter 
Didion, Tristan Didion, Maggie Fischer, Haleigh Hielkema, Lindsay Houseknecht, Griffin Laurent, Adam Ratliff.  
�
'�

�.�//����

���
Also on May 23, our Praise Band saxophonist Gary McCourry will present a jazz concert at CLC at 4:00 PM. The 
concert will feature some of West Michigan’s finest jazz musicians, including Tim Froncek on drums, Steve Talaga 
on piano, Tom Lockwood on bass, and Scott Cowan on trumpet. The group will be performing music 
by jazz great Charles Mingus. There is no admission charge, but a free-will offering will be collected 
to benefit Habitat for Humanity. 
 
This is not a sacred concert, but if any music symbolizes the Holy Spirit, it is the improvisational spirit 
of jazz. Just as Pentecostal churches use a simple, basic worship plan and leave plenty of room for the 
inspiration of the Spirit, small jazz ensembles usually play simple, basic arrangements and allow plenty 
of room for musical inspiration to direct their improvisational skills. There is already a buzz in the local 
jazz community about this concert. If you want to see these guys in a larger setting, they all perform with 
the 17-piece Grand Rapids Jazz Orchestra at Founders Brewery on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m.   
 
 	))
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We are again looking for volunteers to share musical offerings with us at worship during the summer. If you sing, 
play an instrument, write poetry, or wish to share another artistic gift appropriate for worship, please contact Hazel 
Rouker. Thanks. 
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A glance at the gospels reveals Jesus as a storyteller - telling stories to teach, amuse, and puzzle the crowds. The Bible 
stories come to life when the Junior Choir delivers these stories in a musical sermon on Sunday, May 9 at both services. 
 
Fifteen (15) Junior Choir children play 44 different characters! Both Jesus and the narrator are played by five different 
choir members. The challenge for the children will be moving in and out of characters while remembering what head 
piece to wear and where they should move while remembering their script AND the words to the music! (At the time of 
this writing, it feels like a big disaster, so please pray with the director for divine intervention!) 
 
The Bible will come to life with Adam and Eve, Sarah, Moses, shepherds, angels, Matthew, Simon, Judas, Pharisees, the 
good Samaritan, Mary and Martha, Zaccheus, the prodigal son, Mary Magdalene, and Jesus (just to name a few …). The 
narrators will help the congregation move with the scenes. The musical sermon saddens when Jesus explains: “There’s 
one more story to tell” and the music explains: “There they mocked and crucified him on a bleak and barren hill.” But 
then when Mary Magdalene leaves the tomb, she heard someone call her name, and she saw that it was Jesus. “A Party 
at Heaven’s Gate” celebrates: “The gracious God who loves to forgive!!!  Hallelujah!!!” 
 
Our BEAUTIFUL Junior Choir children are:   
 Ally Boes Rebecca Olthoff Susan Tuttle Nate Blubaugh 
 Brian Byler Clair Anderson Emelie Fischer Natalie Boes 
 Maggie Gillich Josh Bowling Kiera Anderson Abby Hunt 
 Wally Snider Anna VanWieren Gwen Paulson 
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“Once Upon A Parable” 
Words by Tom Long 
Music by Allen Pote 
 

CLC Director:  Hazel Rouker 
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We will recognize and bless our graduates at both services. The graduates will be receiving a gift from their Christ 
Lutheran family. We hope you will join us in this celebration. A reception for the graduates will be held between the 
two services from 10:15- 11:00. 

  
Graduates or family members of the graduate - please notify the church office 
(office@christlutheranwyoming.org or 532-2774) with the following information by 
Wednesday, May 26th.  
  

� Name of graduate.    � Where you are graduating from. 
� What are your future plans.   � Sunday service you will be attending. 
� Senior picture and baby picture.*    
� A fond memory or two from your years at Christ Lutheran. 
 

*A box will be located at the youth table for you to drop off your pictures. If you choose to 
email your pictures, please note that they will be printed in black and white. No color printer 
in the church office. 
  

We look forward to celebrating your future and reminiscing about your youthful years as a 
member of Christ Lutheran Church on Sunday, June 6th! 
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On March 28th, the 5th and 6th grade youth group took multiple spins around the Tarry Hall Roller 
Rink. Some favorite group activities were the limbo, the dead bug, and of course, the snack bar. I was 
hoping to see a picture of Mr. Boes doing the dead bug, but I guess everyone was too busy doing the 
dead bug jiggles to snap a photo! Look for upcoming fun times to be posted on the Youth Board. 
 
�����������	�
�� We are having our next Christ’s Crew event Sunday May 2nd.  We’ll be taking a 
bike hike! Plan on  leaving from the church after second service and riding our bikes to Byron Center. 
After having lunch at McDonalds we'll stop by Houseman's for dessert.  Look for sign ups and more 
information on the youth board. 

�

        Summer Church Camp is Super,     
                       “SON”filled Fun! 

 

Summer Church Camp Scholarships Available! 
 

Parents, if you have a child signed up to attend a summer church camp just 
fill out the brief form found at the youth table and attach it to a copy of your child's acceptance 

into the camp, place it in the Youth and Family mailbox in the workroom or mail it to the church office, ATTN: 
Summer Camp Scholarship Fund. Christ Lutheran will contribute $50.00 towards their camp registration. If you 
have more than one child attending, Christ Lutheran will contribute up to $100.00 per family. Our prayer is that 
many of our youth will enjoy the experience a church camp has to offer.�
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As we continue to plan and work towards our VBS for this summer (occurring Sunday, August 8th through Thursday, 
August 12th  6-8:30 pm), we have a list of opportunities for you to be a part of this awesome ministry. Can you fulfill one 
of these roles?  Please watch for the VBS volunteer table in the narthex starting in May or contact Sarah McKenney at 
mckenneySJ@yahoo.com or 534-8060 for more information. 
 
Guides ~ We need individuals to “guide” our various age groups from station to station.  Our guides will not be 
teaching, but simply loving children and directing them to and supervising them during their various activities at VBS.  
(We are going to need approximately 12 “guides” and 12 “helpers”) 
 
Bible Story leaders ~ Are you someone who loves to teach Bible stories?  We are going to need some volunteers to 
teach in our Bible Story stations.  One room will be geared towards pre-schoolers, one room will be for our younger 
elementary age kids, and one will for our older elementary age kids.  (We are going to need at least 3 volunteers for this 
position) 
 
Music leader(s) ~ We have been so grateful to have “Goofy Gary” over the last several years and now we are looking 
for someone else to take over this role.  We have many resources to help plan the music, but we need someone to teach 
the kids the songs and have a great time with them.  Don’t worry if you don’t have a nickname… we’ll come up with 
one for you!  J  (We are going to need at least one leader, but would be happy to see a small team lead this area as well!) 
 
Musicians ~ Can you plan an instrument?  Would you be willing to share your love of music with our kids during VBS?  
We need some people to support our music leader with their musical instruments!   
 
Recreation Leader ~ This is always a very popular center with the kids during VBS!  We need this person to be in 
charge of our outdoor games.  (We need at least 1 or 2 people to volunteer for this role.) 
 
Floaters/Registration Helpers ~ Are you available during the week of VBS and just want to help wherever you are 
needed?  This is the area for you!  We will need help getting all the kids to the right places on the first night, passing out 
various materials, etc. and we always need people who can help out a moment’s notice.  (We will need at least 4 or 5 
people for this role, but will welcome more!) 
 
Please continue to watch the announcement pages and future editions of The Branch for more information on our VBS 
program.  Thank you for your support! 
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During the month of May, we will begin to offer registration for 
our VBS (occurring Sunday, August 8th through Thursday August 
12th from 6:00-8:30 pm).  
 
Watch for our VBS registration table to appear in the narthex 
before families start their summer vacation plans! This year, the 
registration form will also be available through the church’s 
website! Get registered early so that you can get your free CD of 
VBS music! Talk to your neighbors & friends about our VBS as 
we are excited to welcome everyone to this event!  �

��



�

�
��

My Uncle Bruce has been in the restaurant business his whole life. He used to love getting new recruits in the 
restaurant business. He called them college boys, they were fresh out of school. They would come into the 
restaurant thinking they were going to manage and have a desk right away. On their first day he would hand them an 
apron and tell them to go back and help the dishwasher for the day. At the end of the day he would ask, “so what did 
you learn today.” He would always get a response something like this; “I didn’t learn anything today I already knew 
how to do dishes.” This would go on for 2 or 3 days depending on the recruit, at which point he would set them 
down and explain a thing to them. 
 
He would tell the new recruits although the dishwasher might not be the highest paid employee on staff their role is 
an important one. Without the dishwasher this whole operation would grind to a halt. So keep that in mind and treat 
them with the same respect as you would the executive chef. More importantly, thank them for a job well done. 
 
That is exactly what I would like to do today; thank everyone for a job well done on the Easter Breakfast. It could 
not have been done without everyone’s help. No matter what role you may have had, it did not go unnoticed. The 
dishwashers, the pot and pan scrubbers, the cooks, the people that helped set up, prep, decorate and load up. Also 
for the midmorning egg run - thank you Denise!  To you the church body that overwhelmingly supported us with 
food donations, moral support, and financial support - thank you for coming out to have Easter breakfast with us. 
Also a thank you goes out to Matt June and Council for helping get the ball rolling. 
 
On behalf of Lysa Buchan and myself Thank You! With your help we took in $977! After a few expenses were paid 
we made a total of $914! 
 

-Thomas Powell II 
 
From the church family: “Thank You" to those who helped provide such a wonderful Easter Breakfast last month: 

Tom Powell II - Organizer/Head Cook    Lisa Buchan - Organizer 
Zach Barnes    Ken Birge   Vicki Blubaugh  Abby & Whitney Buchan 
Dave Byler    Bill Deal   Todd Huston  Dan & Pat Johnson 
Caleb Jones    Mike Miller   Steve Nichols  Hazel Rouker 
Dan Stockwell   Jordan Sweezer  Jackie Vokoviak  Denise & Rachel 
SironenScott Westers   Leland Zavadil  McKenna Rivard* Leah Saber* 
*friends of Abby Buchan  
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May 2    6-8:00 p.m. 
May 9    6-8:00 p.m. 
May 16 CLC BBQ Blowout, 11:30-2:30 - Youth Helpers 10-3 p.m. 
May 22 (Saturday) Rock the Coast at Michigan Adventure 
May 30 Memorial Day Weekend – no Mosaic. 
 

Summer Schedule … Mosaic will continue through the summer  
             each Sunday from 6:00 -8:00 p.m. �
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Lysa Buchan & Tom Powell  
will be leading 10 youth on the 

CLC Youth Mission Trip 
 

July 4-9 
 

 Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
 

Stay tuned 
 for 

 details.�
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“Come follow me,” Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’ At once they left their nets and followed him”  
  - (Matt. 4:19-20). 
 

We celebrate the commissioning of four caring members of our congregation who have heard the call of the Lord and 
left their nets to follow him. They are Sharon Leder, Dale Metzner, Julie Reeder and Beth Whitmore. They have the 
spiritual gifts to be Stephen Ministers, and they have participated in many hours of training learning how to carry out 
this ministry for the Lord. Now they stand poised, as the apostles were on Pentecost, ready to begin this caring minis-
try in our midst. They have been commissioned and  are prepared to go forth and minister. We thank God for the love 
and the generosity that inspired their response to God’s call. Let us pray for the success of their caring ministries. 
 
If you are interested in one on one distinctively Christian care from one of our Stephen Ministers, please contact  
Pastor Mike, Julie Menacher, or myself. 
 

Caring for other in the name of Christ, 
-Renee Green  

'�)�(����)64�
�

When: June 25, 26 and 27, 2010  
Where: Camp Concordia in Gowen, Michigan.  
Who: All families, singles, members or non-members. 
Cost: Cost will be $44  for the weekend 
Sign up: Fellowship Bulletin Board - outside kitchen 
Questions:  Mary Knappen at 532-4811  or email 

lmknappen@aol.com 
                   Please put CLC Camp-out in the message. 
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Mondays 
 May 3 regular rehearsals, 6:30 and 8:00 
 May 10 outreach concert at The Woods at Maple Creek - concert time 7:00  
  map and details to follow 
Sunday 
 May 16 6:30 choir plays at the 11:15 worship service 
  8:00 choir plays at the 9:00 worship service 
Monday 
 May 17 6:30 picnic at Marilyn’s 

	 �
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Sunday, May 16 is a special day! Its ride, walk or bike to church Sunday.   
 
As a way to focus on the environment and alternative ways to get to church, ride, 
walk or bike to church Sunday is a way members can use means other than autos 
to get to church. 
  
Think about what works best for you:  For some the auto is the only means due 
to distance. But for many of us, taking a bus,  riding a bike or walking  might be 
a good way to get there---  it limits the impact of our use of fossil fuels, while at 
the same time, allowing us to still get to church and participating in worship or 
the activities which are part of CLC. 
  
So, ride, walk or bike, join us at church on Sunday, May 16 as we find 
alternative ways to get to church. 
 
-Earthkeeping Committee  
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As a representative of the CLC Earthkeeping committee, Dave Harris recently attended a five-part class, held between 
January 12 and February 9, entitled "Care of Creation" at St. Stephen Parish. The class was offered by the West 
Michigan Environmental Action Council (WMEAC). The facilitators for this class were Ed Perkins, a United Methodist 
Minister,  and Sister Lucille Janowiak. 
 
There were representatives from many local churches. The idea was to learn how environmental awareness is linked to 
Christianity. Indeed, care for creation is truly a ministry and directly supports our mission as Christians. Through study 
materials and group discussion, we saw how our actions and life styles affect the earth and the inhabitants of this planet. 
 

Each class had a specific focus. The class titles were: 
-The Universe Story: A Sacred Journey  -Global Warming: The Future of God’s Creation 
-Water: Gift of Life; Toxics: Cause for Caution  -Social, Economic, Environmental: One Earth Community  
-Greening Parishes: Care for Creation 

 

The classes were thought provoking and enlightening. It was interesting to hear what other people were doing in both 
their personal lives and in their congregations to enhance their stewardship of our natural resources. In a rich country 
where we lead "modern" lifestyles, it is more important than ever to evaluate how we live and how our actions affect the 
planet. Many of the people most affected by our lifestyles are people in third world countries that we'll never meet. No 
one is advocating that we go back to living in caves and abandoning the 21st century way of living, but there are MANY 
things we can do to reduce our negative environmental impact while still enjoying a modern lifestyle. 
 
Sure, topics like global warming are somewhat contentious these days. There is a lot of debate about just how much 
climate change is linked to human activity. What is not debatable, however, is that our resources are not limitless and 
that our careless resource usage has many other negative effects besides climate change. It is important to note that each 
individual CAN make a difference. Positive change can occur through our buying habits, living practices and voting 
decisions.   
 

The CLC Earthkeeping committee has been promoting ideas for reducing our negative environmental impact since its 
inception. This class provided some great ideas and resources that we will be sharing with the congregation in coming 
months. We look forward to providing this information. 
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Benefit Jazz Concert 
Sunday, May 23 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
Jazz saxophonist Gary McCourry will collaborate with some of West Michigan’s best jazz musicians on 
Sunday, May 23rd at 4:00 p.m. in a concert of compositions by the legendary Charles Mingus. The concert will 
occur at Christ Lutheran Church. A freewill offering benefiting Habitat for Humanity will be collected. The 
suggested donation is $10.00.  Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit ecumenical Christian organization that 
enables low-income people to own affordable, livable housing. Performing on alto, tenor and baritone 
saxophones, McCourry will be assisted by Scott Cowan on trumpet, Steve Talaga on piano, Tom Lockwood on 
bass and Tim Foncek on drums. 
 
Charles Mingus was one of the most important figures in 20th Century American music. He was a virtuoso bass 
player and accomplished composer, active during the 1950s through the 1970s. At the forefront of the Avant 
Garde, his music always sounded contemporary with an earthy blues and gospel influence. Fables of Faubus, 
Nostalgia in Times Square and Boogie Stop Shuffle will be among the classics performed at this event.  
For additional information contact Gary McCourry at (845) 913-5058. 

Church calendar may be found on CLC 
website christlutheranwyoming.org 

under News and Events. �Cookies for Vets 

May 10 
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Wyoming Residents On Tuesday, May 4 an important election will take place:  A dedicated millage for police and 
fire needs to be considered. This is essential to provide funding to maintain police and fire service in Wyoming. It is 
a dedicated millage of 1.25 mills for 5 years to operate and administer police and fire service in Wyoming. 
Did you know: 
· The millage would replace lost revenue sharing from the state of Michigan which is no longer available. The city 

has lost 3 million in state funding the past year--impacting fire and police. 
· The millage would cost little more than a $1.00 a week for safe neighborhoods and peace of mind should you 

have a medical emergency or a fire. 
· It will sunset after 5 years. It would simply expire and the millage rate would return to previous levels. 
· The millage would cost a homeowner with a house valued at $100,000 just 62.50 over the course of a year. 
· This millage is essential to a quality of life in Wyoming and maintains essential services to every property owner 

in Wyoming! As Wyoming residents, we need to act to preserve essential services to our neighborhoods and 
families. 

Submitted by  
-Jim Ward 
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· Financials for the first three months of 2010 indicate that expenses are down from this time last year, and that 

contributions are also down for the same period. Attendance per Sunday is averaging less than last year. 

· Committees have begun developing goals for the year 2010, as has the council as a whole. The Property 
Committee has drawn up a list of maintenance needs for the inside & outside of the building. An outside cleanup 
day will be Sat. April 17. 

· The Stewardship Committee is working with Ginny Wheeler, CLC’s independent contractor for stewardship, to 
contact inactive members with the goal of ascertaining a clear picture of CLC’s membership. (Ginny’s contract 
ends June 1, 2010.) 

· CLC’s contract with Karen Metzner, independent contractor for education, ends June 1, 2010, and she indicated 
that she is not interested in continuing in that position. Children’s Worship is scheduled through the end of May. 

· Pastor Mike will hold instruction classes for those young people who will take First Communion on Maundy 
Thursday.  He will also be holding a 4-week informational session relating to the social statement that was voted 
on at last year’s National ELCA Conference.  [See further announcements.] 

· Youth & Family will prepare an Easter Breakfast, with leadership from Tom Powell and Lysa Buchan. Youth 
Mission Trip will be to Sault Ste. Marie from July 4-9 this summer, and young people may ask a friend to go on 
the trip with them. There will be fundraising efforts to help with the cost, which is $125 per person. [Note: the 
Easter Breakfast earned approximately $900 for that purpose.] 

· The Personal Care Pantry (2nd Monday of the month) is still in need of coordinator(s). 

· A Transition Task Force will be created as soon as possible to work for approximately 6-9 months. This 
committee will not be a part of the Call Committee but will accomplish its work before the Call Committee 
begins.  Its primary duties will include developing: (1) list of strengths and weaknesses of the congregation; 
(2) questionnaire for members to complete; (3) demographic data; (4) tentative long and short-term goals for 
CLC; (5) small group meetings; and (6) final report to council, then congregation, and then the Call Committee. 

· CLC received a draft social statement regarding genetics, to be studied prior to October 15, 2010 so as to 
respond to the ELCA.  The statement can be downloaded from the ELCA website or copies can be ordered from 
the ELCA.  This social statement will be discussed at the next National Assembly in 2011. 
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Being Faithful to Our Promises  
 
A required provision in every ELCA congregation’s constitution is CG.036: “This congregation pledges its financial 
support and participation in the life and mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.”  
 
Jacksons for Justice  
Judy Enger, Hunger Team  
Between now and May 20, please contribute as many “Jacksons for Justice” as you are able to be brought to the Synod 
Assembly by your voting members. Via the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, our Jacksons will flow around the world to 
places like Boone County, West Virginia where clean water resources are being sought to replace contaminated water 
from local mining activity; or Ethiopia where Ahemd’s family has learned how to conserve water during the rainy 
season; or Nicaragua where new coffee mills are using less water and reducing pollution; or to many other areas of the 
world where the need is great. Thank you for your care, your concern, and your Jacksons.  
 
EKO Tips  
Kim Winchell, Diaconal Minister  
April 22 marked the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, but caring for creation should not be just a one day a year activity! 
Visit this exciting new web site to discover how ELCA Lutherans are offering a wealth of hope, ideas, and 
encouragement for faithful earthkeeping: www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org.  
 

Confused by the variety of compact fluorescent bulbs, which ones to use for what purpose, and what to do with them 
once they finally burn out? Visit CFL Know How for a great source of information. www.cflknowhow.org  
 
Preaching Practicum  
Pastor Julie Bailey, Assistant to the Bishop for Vocation and Education  
A Preaching Practicum is being offered for Synodically Authorized Ministers and Lay Preachers. The event will be held 
at Michi-Lu-Ca Retreat and Conference Center in Fairview beginning at 7pm on May 6 and concluding at 3pm on May 
8. The cost is $75 for those lodging and $40 for those commuting. Registration is due by April 29, 2010. Note that this 
event is for those persons with some preaching experience. Access the registration form at www.mittensynod.org under 
News and Events.  
 
 

2010 Synod Assembly  
For the Lord Loves Justice  

For the LORD loves justice; he will not forsake his faithful ones. (Psalm 37:28a)  
May 20-22, 2010  

Lansing, Michigan  
This powerful theme reminds us that God is for the things that make for right relationship in our lives together. When 
we acknowledge our relationships as brothers and sisters under God’s parentage, and do so without prejudice on any 
level, we are practicing justice toward one another.  
 
 
 -continued 
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Lutherans on the Lawn  
Thursday, May 20, 12pm – 3pm  
Discuss justice issues with your State Representatives and Senators and enjoy a picnic lunch on the South Lawn of our 
State Capitol. Watch for a video link on the synod website (www.mittensynod.org) to help you prepare for these 
conversations.  
 
Living into the Future Together  
Thursday, May 20, 4pm-5pm  
Living into the Future Together (LIFT) is a task force of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America commissioned by 
the ELCA Church Council to develop and recommend options for the future of the ELCA in light of its identity, changes 
in its environment and its call to God’s mission.  
 
Build Decks for Camp  
Thursday – Saturday  
Radisson Hotel, Lansing  
Spice up your 2010 Synod Assembly experience with a Living Water Ministries service project! Sponsor and provide 
labor for the construction of deck sections that will be utilized at Michi-Lu-Ca and Stony Lake as decking for cabins and 
barrier-free ramps. Sponsor a deck section as a congregational project or join with other sponsoring churches. Contact 
the Living Water Ministries office at (989) 848-2230 or office@livingwater.com to arrange your  
participation. Cost: $120/section.  
 
Dancing with the Bishop  
Friday evening  
Radisson Hotel, Lansing  
Purchase a dance with the Bishop and support Advent, Lake Ann’s building fund at the same time. Watch out for your 
toes! Don’t care to dance? Stop in for a laugh!  

Contact Information for Pastor Mike: 
 Office hours will be Monday through Thursday, 
 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Office phone number:  532-2774 
  

Home address: 78 S. Lake Doster Dr. 
               Plainwell, MI 49080 
 

Home Phone: 269-664-3599 
 

Cell Phone:     269-569-1484 
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Sunday School News 
 
May 2: Puppet Ministry of our junior 

high class will have perform for 
the entire Youth Sunday School. 
We ask that all students go to 
their class first. Show begins at 
10:30.  

May 9: No Youth Sunday School due to 
the junior choir performance at 
both services. 

May 23: The last day of Sunday School 

14 



�

�

 

Could you be a hero to a hurting child or teen? 
Submitted by Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, 
Lutheran Social Services of Michigan 
 
 

May is National Foster Care Awareness Month. Children who are removed from their homes due to abuse or neglect 
need a safe place to stay. They need a foster parent to be a hero in their life.  
 
But you’re single. But your house doesn’t look like something out of Better Homes and Gardens. But you don’t have 
enough room for a foster child. But you’re too young—or too old—to be a foster parent. But the whole thing is too 
demanding.  
 
“Foster parenting is a huge responsibility and involves personal sacrifice. But the payoff can be big,” said Laura 
Mitchell, West Michigan foster care program director based at Lutheran Social Services of Michigan’s Grand Rapids 
office.  “We need homes for children ages birth through 17 years old, especially teens and for sibling groups. They all 
need hope.” 
 
While the Grand Rapids office of Lutheran Social Services supervises cases in six counties, more foster homes are 
especially needed throughout Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon Counties. The goal is to try to keep these displaced 
children and youth close to their school, church and friends, and most importantly, so they can work to rebuild their 
relationship with their parents.  
 
Informational meetings can help you evaluate whether this might be your niche – to provide a safe home, sometimes 
on short notice, to a hurting child. These gatherings can answer questions about qualifications, training, home 
certification, financial support and social work services. 
 
The demands of foster care do require special coping skills that can’t be handed over in a meeting. “There has to be 
something that is within the person,” Mitchell said. “We don’t talk anyone into it.” 
 
To learn about becoming a foster parent through Lutheran Social Services of Michigan in Grand Rapids, contact 
Ashley Hoff at 616-356-1934 or 800-886-LSSM or by email at ahoff@lssm.org. If you know youth in foster care or 
Independent Living, the 2010 Michigan Teen Conference (June 22-23) held at Central Michigan University will 
help them prepare for adulthood and learn about money management, employment and educational opportunities, 
healthy relationships, and housing. Ask about it when you call us. 
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