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Dear Members and Friends of CLC, 
 

The month of June often brings with it the celebration of graduations from high school and college. By the 
time a student graduates from one stage of education to another he or she has had to demonstrate that they 
have sufficiently learned the answers to a multitude of test questions on a wide variety of subjects. 
  

On the other hand, the American Dairy Association ran a very popular advertising campaign in recent years in 
which each humorous ad was punctuated at the end, not with an answer, but with a question – “Got milk?”  
The popularity and success of this ad campaign was largely due to its creative use of humor but also, I think, 
to the open-ended nature of its final message that prompted the viewers to have to make a response, “Let me 
see; do I have enough milk in the fridge or not?” 
 

While we often look to the words of scripture for answers and guidance in our lives of faith, there are, I 
believe, more compelling reasons to read our Bibles – not simply for the answers it offers but for the questions 
it poses to us.  Here are just a few examples: 

· Am I my brother’s keeper?  (Genesis 4:9) 
· Is anything too difficult for the Lord?  (Genesis 18:14)  
· The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom then shall I fear?  (Psalm 27:1) 
· Where can I go from your spirit, or where can I flee from your presence?  (Psalm 139:7) 
· I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send; who will go for us?” (Isa. 6:8) 
· Can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?  (Matthew 6:27) 
· What will you gain if you own the whole world but destroy yourself?  (Matthew 16:26) 
· Who is my neighbor?  (Luke 10:29) 
· If God is for us, who can be against us?  (Romans 8:31) 

 

As we celebrate the graduations of our children, relatives and friends from high school and college this month 
perhaps it should prompt each of us to also graduate from looking to the Bible only for the answers it offers to 
also begin listening for the questions it asks.  I think there awaits for each of us a question that just may be the 
central question we need to consider today.  When we hear the question that is our question we have already 
begun to learn something important.  Whether we are ready to accept the Bible’s answer or not, we have at 
least reached a point where we have heard the question.  And, after all, isn’t that a really important piece of 
what our daily walk of faith is to be about anyway? 
 
Peace and joy, 
Pastor Mike 
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We find so many times, places and ways to worship God during the summer months – in the woods, at a lake, 
while we’re fishing or watching a sunset, in the mountains or at a cottage – all times and places to contemplate 
God’s creation and our place in it. Still, I hope all of us will continue to worship corporately as well as 
individually by coming together on Sunday mornings, either here at Christ or wherever you might be on 
vacation. God created the church, the Body of Christ, as a gift so that we can regularly share worship with each 
other, encouraging each other in faith and spirit. 
 

The Scripture lessons for most of the summer Sundays speak of what God has done for us through Jesus Christ 
and what it means to live lives of discipleship. 
 

Since many of the activities that take place during the school year take a “summer break”, I want to suggest 
you try something different for a week or several. If you will be attending the 11:15 service, I invite you to join 
the Praise Choir. We rehearse each Sunday morning at 10:15 and then lead the singing at 11:15. We sing 
melody on most songs with a few simple harmonies thrown in here and there. We always welcome 
instrumentalists, too: guitar, bass, drums, horns, and keyboard. Let me know if you want to consider this. 
 

If you wish to share your musical gifts as a singer or instrumentalist at either service or both on a particular 
Sunday, we are scheduling opportunities for that as well. Contact me or Hazel Rouker to get on the schedule. 
 

My thanks to Marilyn, Hazel, and Pam, and all who have participated in our musical and drama ensembles 
over the past nine months. Have a restful, refreshing and worshipful summer. 
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ending with a well received concert on May 10th at the Woods at 
Maple Creek, and their last anthems in church until September, on May 
16th.  The traditional end of the year picnic was held at Marilyn's on 
May 17.   
  
Marilyn sincerely appreciates all who have committed so much time 
and effort to this ministry and hopes that all ringers will be able to 
participate again next year. An invitation is open to anyone who would 
like to be involved in the music program, but can't sing or read music, 
to consider ringing in our bell choirs. There’s room for you; we'd like 
to get to know you and it's great fellowship and fun as well as good 
music. Pray about joining us next year. See Marilyn or any one of the 
people you have seen ringing to learn more. 
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The time of transition between pastors offers a congregation the opportunity to do some honest self-reflection 
and evaluation of its ministry and mission as a community of faith.  This is an important challenge to under-
take if a congregation is to remain vital, healthy and effective in its witness to its own membership and the 
surrounding community. It is also a task for which every member should have an opportunity to share their 
own ideas, hopes and dreams for the future. 

 
Too often the anxiety of “we need a new pastor as soon as possible” can get in the way of making a sound, 
well-considered choice for a new pastoral leader. It is important for a congregation to first consider “Who are 
we?” and “Where do we want to go?” so that an effective decision as to “Who do we need to lead us?” can be 
made. The Transition Task Force Team is a group of congregational members, recommended by the church 
council, who will work with me, as the interim pastor, to gather and evaluate information received from and 
for the congregation to accomplish this goal. 

 
The basic tasks of the Transition Task Force Team will be: 

· Prepare a general history of the congregation from its beginning to the present. 
· Develop a profile of the primary local community served by the congregation’s ministry. 
· Develop tools and procedures to gather information and opinions from the membership of the 

congregation with regard to: 
O Who have we been and who are we now as a congregation? (Identity) 
O What is God calling us to do and be? (Mission) 
O What do we have to do it? (Resources) 
O How are we going to do it? (Planning/Goals) 
O What type of pastoral leadership do we need to guide us into our future as a congregation? 
 

Once these tasks have been completed the Transition Task Force Team will prepare a report to be shared with 
the church council and the membership-at-large. This report will also provide the future Call Committee with 
important information for its own preparation of an official Congregational Profile to be given to the Synod 
office and potential pastoral candidates. 

 
I am pleased to pass along the following names of our members who have agreed to work with me as part of 
this Transition Task Force Team:  
 Walt Akhurst   Linda McCullough   Sarah McKinney 
 Tim Partee   Pat Potter    Jill VanGessel 
 Pete VanGessel  Dave Westover   Tim Zeitter 
 

Please keep these persons and myself in your prayers as we work together to accomplish the tasks of this team 
in the months ahead. 
 

Pastor Mike Kemper, 
Intentional Interim Minister 
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A special thank you to Ally Boes - our 6th grade graduate from Junior 

Choir this year. Ally has shared her musical talent at CLC in the 

Cherub and Junior Choirs for nine years! Thanks for a good job, Ally! 

May you grow in your faith while continuing to serve Him at CLC. �
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to the wonderful Junior 
Choir Musical “sermon” on Sunday, May 9. 
 

* To the congregation for their continual support. 
* To Pastor for his encouragement. 
* To Louise for all her help. 
* To Pat and Dan Johnson for cleaning up all of our messes. 
* To the parents of the Junior Choir - no program can be a 

success without devoted parents! 
* AND to the kids who did a fantastic job! 

 

-Ms. Hazel��
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Christ’s Crew had a great day for a bike hike. Our adventure began in the church parking lot. Like a 
family of ducklings we followed Alan Windsor and Dave Byler to the Kent County Bike Trail that 
takes us out to Byron Center. Vicki Blubaugh and Harry Wendland brought up the rear to keep all 
our ducklings safe. Our fearless leaders even acted as safety guards to protect our group from on-
coming traffic as we crossed the busy streets. Once we arrived in Byron Center, everyone grabbed  
lunch at McDonalds. And of course, before we began our bike hike back to the church, we had sweet 
treats from Houseman's Ice Cream. All eight kids and the five adults had a fantastic time on the trails. 
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Join us for Christ’s Crew Year-End Blowout!! 

���� ���� Bounce Party 
  ����  Campfire 
       ����  Movie 
         ����  and an overnight at church 

 

It’s all going to happen on Friday, June 4. 
��������
����	��	���������������

I was 
there, too! 
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May 30  (Sun): No Mosaic - Memorial Weekend 

June 6   (Sun): *WhiteCaps Game*  - FREE! (paid for by an anonymous donor) 

June 13 (Sun): *Camp Manitou-Lin Day Trip* - $10 

  Open to all youth 7th-12th grade. We’ll participate in group 

  initiatives, canoeing and the ropes course.  

June 20 (Sun): No Mosaic - Father's Day 

June 27 (Sun): Regular Meeting 6-7:30pm - "Stress & Responsibilities" 

July 4   (Sun): No Mosaic - Independence Day (4th of July) 
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Registrations by July 1 will be discounted by the camp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We'll be camping and celebrating faith all weekend at camp Michi-lu-ca with the same Michigan 

youth that attend the Gathering. Make new friends, catch up with old ones, camp and party at this 

awesome music festival. The deposit is $20, and depending on fund raising additional costs may 

vary. Space is limited and sign-ups are needed in advance to secure our camping spot.   
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When: June 25, 26 and 27, 2010  
Where: Camp Concordia in Gowen, Michigan.  
Who: All families, singles, members or non-members. 
Cost: Cost will be $44  for the weekend 
Sign up: Fellowship Bulletin Board - outside kitchen 
Questions: Mary Knappen at 532-4811 or email lmknappen@aol.com  

 (Please put CLC Camp-out in the message. 
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Saturday, June 12th, is our opportunity to help with a Habitat  home. It is located at 627 Naylor Street SW between 
Burton and Hall Streets off of Century Street. We begin at 8:00 a.m. This is a remodel of an existing house. 
 
A sign up sheet is located in the narthex. Additionally there will be weekday work groups, call Christine at 774-2431  
extension 226 for further information. 
 
As you may recall, Thrivent is providing 70% of the cost and looks to the local Lutheran churches to provide the 
remaining 30% through donations or “gifts in kind”. This would include electrical, HVAC, building supplies and  
Professional  labor. God gives us abundance and we are offered this volunteer work to share our time, talent and 
treasure. Your donation of  one or more of these gifts is appreciated.  
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A tour of St. Mary Magdalen Church, 1213 52nd Street, Kentwood will be 
held at 10:30 on June 9 after the Keen Agers Breakfast at Russ' on 28th St.   
 

We invite any and all who want to have breakfast with us to meet at 9:00  at 
Russ' and those who just want to see the beautiful stained glass windows that 
were designed and made by Maria Orr (Ethel Bucek's daughter) to meet with 
us at the church at 10:30 a.m. June 9. 
 

We encourage everyone, no matter their age, to come and see the windows. 
There is a poster to the left of the kitchen window describing the windows and 
telling about the artist.  
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Melissa  Bugai sends this for our information and consideration. It was posted in Eastown Community Newsletter 
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Don't have any idea what to do with your used cans of oil paint? Have no place to go with those piles of old batteries and 
aerosol cans? Are your bottles of cleaning products and chemicals causing clutter? Then get rid of them! 
 
Kent County is providing FREE disposal of all of the above (and many more) hazardous materials on the following 
Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the following locations at the corresponding dates: 
 

June 12 - Kent County Road Commission (1500 Scribner Ave.)�
July 17 - Kentwood Public Works (5068 Breton Road) 
August 14 - North Kent Transfer Station (2908 Ten Mile Rockford) 
Sept. 11 - Kent County Road Commission (1500 Scribner Ave) 
Sept. 25 - Wyoming Clean Water Plant (2350 Ivanrest) 
October 16 - Kentwood Public Works (5068 Breton) 

 
Other materials the Public Works service will dispose of includes cardboard, mixed paper, glass, metal, plastic 
containers, plastic grocery bags, and almost any sort of yard and garden, garage and automotive or home improvement 
waste. For more info, call the Kent County Public Works Dept. at (616) 336 - 2570 or 1-888-217-2850.   
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Come together with our church family (everyone welcome!) to enjoy a 
night of games, snacks, fellowship, and fun!  Please continue to watch 
the announcements and the July edition of The Branch for more details, 
but get it on your calendar now! 
 
When ~ Wednesday, July 21st from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
 
Where ~ Right here at Christ Lutheran Church! 
 
Who ~ EVERYONE!  All ages are welcome as we enjoy activities  
                                      together in fellowship! 

 

�

VBS Monetary Donations 
If you would like to make a donation in any amount to VBS, please stop by our Expedition Reservations table and 
pick up an envelope marked with a butterfly sticker. Place your donation inside and mark on the outside what you 
would like to donate to: T-shirts or VBS in general. We will happily accept any and all donations and will utilize 
them as you indicate.   
 
Craft and Recreational Donations 
In addition to the items listed on our board in the Narthex, we will be in need of numerous other items that most of us 
probably have lying around the house. Please take a look at this list, which is also located on our VBS page of the 
CLC website, and see if there are items which you can begin collecting this summer to donate. Due to storage issues, 
please do not bring recreational donations to the church until we announce later this summer that we are ready for 
them. Boxes will be located in the narthex near our reservations desk to collect your other donations.  
 
VBS musicians needed 
Any instrument, any age, singers ... all are needed!   
 
Questions - Look for Rainforest buttons worn by our VBS reservation agents. They will be happy to assist you!  
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�� VBS will be starting on Sunday night this year and going until Thursday, 
from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.  

�� Always wished your “not quite ready for school-age kids” could partake of 
VBS? Well this year they can. We will be having a class for 3 and 4 year 
olds!!   

�� Is your almost sixth-grader already complaining that they don’t get to 
partake of VBS this year? Well this year they still can!  VBS is for kids age 
3 years to those entering 6th grade. So have ‘em help lead the way for a 
fantastic week of fun! ... Plus all the fun stuff you’ve always remembered 
from VBS: songs, food, friends and lots of learning about our Risen Lord!   
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Here’s a couple of opportunities 
for them to catch up with their friends, enjoy a snack, and make some crafts! 

 
On June 27th and July 11th, we will be inviting any children from the ages of 3 to those entering 6th grade in 
the fall to come and make some decorations that will be used all around the church for our Vacation Bible 
School in August. This craft time will take place during both services and we would love our older kids to 
join us as helpers, if they are interested. Please watch for more announcements about these two Sundays 
and we look forward to having this time of fellowship and fun with your kids.   
 

Remember to register them for our Vacation Bible School at the VBS table in the narthex as well!  
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Sunday, June 27 
8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
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On April 25, 2010, we commissioned four new Stephen Ministers. We pray: 
 
A prayer for Stephen Ministers 
 
 Father, we ask that our care-receivers know that we are: 
 
  J ust as near as the phone 
  E ager to be of help 
  S ympathic to their pain 
  U nderstanding of their needs 
  S sensitive to their needs. 
 
 Father, we also ask that we will always show: 
 
  C ompassion and confidentiality at all times 
  H elpfulness in allowing  them to think through their own situations 
  R respect for who they are 
  I  nterest in all aspects of their life 
  S haring of our time and love by listening and caring 
  T rust in God to sustain and guide us through it all 
 
 We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 

Caring for others in the name of Christ, 
 Julie Menacher, Stephen Ministry Leader 


 �

Church calendar may be found on CLC 
website christlutheranwyoming.org 

under News and Events. �Cookies for Vets 

June 13 
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Dear Partners in Ministry:  
 
On behalf of the baptized members in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, thank you for your faithful support of 
ministries beyond your congregation. Mission Support contributions provide funding for a variety of synodical and 
regional ministries including Living Water Ministries, Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Michigan Lutheran Campus Ministry 
and many others. Also, 50% of Mission Support revenue is forwarded to the Lutheran Center in Chicago to support 
churchwide ministries such as ELCA World Hunger Appeal, ELCA Disaster Relief, Evangelical Outreach and 
Congregational Mission, Global Mission, etc.  
 
Actual Mission Support revenue for the period February 1 through April 30 was $360,392. This is 26% less than the 
original budgeted amount of $487,000 for this period. Factors contributing to this shortfall:  

· Many congregations are struggling financially as a result of current economic conditions and are therefore unable 
to contribute as much as they had previously  

· Some congregations have suspended Mission Support contributions as a response to the 2009 Churchwide 
Assembly’s adoption of “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” and/or changes in ministry policies. Mindful of a 
required provision in every ELCA congregation’s constitution (C6.03.b), “This congregation pledges its financial 
support and participation in the life and mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.” Faithfulness to 
our relationship with each other means we must address this response.  

 
On May 11, the Synod Executive Committee met to determine spending reductions in light of the first quarter revenue 
shortfall mentioned above. We hope with your help to restore strong support to all the affected ministries. We hope, too, 
that we will not need to make further reductions in staff time or positions which would make it much more difficult to 
respond to the missional needs and challenges of our congregations. In this lean economic time, your prayers and 
financial support are especially needed.  
 
God’s work. Our hands.  
Bishop John  
 
The Sun Still Shines �
In the midst of this very difficult economic period in our life together, God faithfully provides encouragement. On May 
11 encouragement took the form of an e-mail from Dan Smith, sharing the news that he had just received a phone call 
from a pastor stating that Living Water Ministries would be receiving $20,000 from one of his members. On the same 
day Dan had met with his county commissioners who decided to grant $2,808 for fire prevention education and park 
grills at Michi-Lu-Ca. On the bleakest days the sun is still shining!  
 
Where Are You, Bishop? �
Thinking of all the unknowns about the future shape of our life as synod and as part of the whole ELCA, someone 
recently asked if I was staying. The question came from an awareness of a high level of controversy related to decisions 
made at our 2009 Churchwide Assembly. The answer is “Yes, I am staying.”  
 
Yes, because no day passes without some evidence of grace made perfect in weakness. Yes, because in this synod love, 
respect, and patience far outweigh disagreements and anger. Yes, because woven throughout the new ministry policies, 
we acknowledge room for radical disagreement. Yes, because God didn’t call me or any of his children to run from 
conflict. And yes, because in the communion of saints, including this ELCA family, God has created a web of caring 
people with faithful ears to hear our laments and with promises to pray us through this stormy time.  



�
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Companionship Sunday – June 13  
In the new companionship covenant between our synod and the Papua District of the Lutheran Church in Papua New 
Guinea, we both promised to provide for an annual Companionship Sunday. At its April meeting the Synod Council 
voted to designate the second Sunday in June when all of our congregations are asked to include our companion 
churches in the Prayers. This year pray especially for the well-being and ministry of Professor Biama Kanasa from Port 
Moresby who will be just completing a month of visits in our synod. Pray for the new president of the Papua District, 
Qogi Zoggereng, and for Nosing Zanggo, who chairs the Partnership Committee.  
 

Pray, too, for our companions in the Lutheran Church in Honduras, especially for Josefina Santos who coordinates the 
Health for Life project (heavily supported by our synod). Pray for the youth and their parents from the North/West 
Lower Michigan Synod who will be in Honduras, June 18-25, focusing on creating youth-to-youth relationships as a 
next step in our life together.  
 

Finally, pray for Inese Seglina, a young evangelist from the Lutheran Church in Latvia, who is at Michi-Lu-Ca and at 
Day Camps this summer. Pray for her archbishop, Janis Vanags, and for Aiva Rozenberga our contact person with the 
Diaconia Center, the social ministry arm of the Latvian Church.  
 

EKO Tips for May  - Dawn Smith, EKO Member  
With warmer weather, solar energy comes to mind. Each day, more solar energy falls to the earth than the total amount 
of energy the planet’s 6.6 billion human inhabitants would consume in twenty-seven years. Currently, we harness only 
about 1% of the sun’s energy. To become more aware of solar options, check out these web sites:  

· www.facts-about-solar-energy.com/facts-about-solar-energy.html  
· http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/solar-power-profile.html  
· http://www.homesolaroptions.com/  
· http://www.mwenergyconnection.com/  

Is air conditioning getting too costly? Solution: use a ceiling fan. Ceiling fans cost only 1 cent per hour to run, whereas a 
room air conditioner costs 16 cents per hour and 43 cents an hour for central air  

 

MapleCreek rehab center provides help and hope 
 

submitted by Doug Lachniet, 
 Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social Services of Michigan 
 

 

One of the additions to the MapleCreek senior living campus in Grand Rapids during the recent two-year $32 million 
renovation and expansion project was the new Rehabilitation Center at The Lodge, our skilled nursing center. This 
facility and its staff have blessed many people since it opened.  
 
Vivian Anderson came to The Lodge for rehab following knee replacement surgery. “The games and activities that 
encouraged me to be independent made me forget what I was here for. I had lots of fun,” Vivian said. Her daughter, 
Carol Thompson, was there helping her mom stay focused and upbeat. Carol added, “My mom can now drive and do all 
the things she did before. We thank your staff for helping her along the way.” 
 
Sue French called out to her husband Larry one Sunday after church, saying that her head hurt. She had suffered three 
brain aneurisms. During her surgery the next day she had a stroke, followed by another shortly after, which affected her 
swallowing, speech and vision. The compassionate nursing staff and physical therapists at The Lodge began to help Sue 
to improve her condition.   
 
“The whole crew was wonderful,” said Larry. Larry was allowed to join in during Sue’s physical therapy sessions at 
MapleCreek. This prepared him to help her continue the exercises at home. Nurses taught him how to handle her tube 
feedings. Sue had arrived on a gurney, unable to walk. She left six weeks later using a walker, a major post-stroke 
triumph.  
 
Sue is learning to swallow and feed herself again, and uses a walker for shorter distances. When they go to church, they 
park fairly close and walk in together as she holds his arm. The two have even taken a trip to Florida. Larry is thankful 
for the encouragement they received at The Lodge. “The MapleCreek people are so wonderful.” 
 

Learn about the Rehabilitation Center at MapleCreek @ www.maplecreek.org. Free e-newsletter at www.lssm.org.  
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