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Dear Members and Friends of CLC, 
 

 I will be celebrating my 60th birthday this July with the fortunate circumstance of being able to do so 
while attending a family reunion in central Illinois with my Gronewold clan, where my mother, some of my 
siblings and their families, as well as many other cousins and shirt-tail relatives will also be in attendance.  
This year we will be honoring my Great-aunt Clara who will have turned 100 by the time of the reunion so, 
by comparison, I will still qualify as one of the “young” ones in attendance. Besides, turning sixty while 
surrounded by four or five generations of my German Lutheran relatives seems quite appropriate somehow 
and I’m actually looking forward to it. 
 

 I have never been one to expend much emotional energy over the annual celebration of my birthday.  The 
decade markers of 30, 40, and 50 never generated any additional anxiety or anguish for me and, to be 
honest, the same is true as I cross over into the decade of my 60’s this month. Actually, turning sixty seems 
to have a rather “classical” ring to it. 
 

 So, you may be thinking, if this is not such a significant or traumatic event for me, why am I using the 
whole Pastor’s Page to not make a big deal out of it? That’s a fair question and I’ll tell you why. Reaching 
sixty seems as good a time as any to look back and consider what I’ve come to think of as the tapestry of my 
life. The following poem that I came across and saved many years ago is the origin of this image for me: 

  

My life is but a weaving, between my God and me, 
I do not choose the colors as God works steadily. 
In times of doubt and worry, mixed with foolish pride, 
I forget God sees the upper, and I the underside. 
Not till the loom is silent and shuttles cease to fly, 
Will God unroll the tapestry and explain the reason why. 
The dark threads are as needful in the weaver’s skillful hand, 
As threads of gold and silver in the pattern that’s been planned. 
 -  (Author unknown) 
 

 As I reflect on my life, such as it has been to this point, I am amazed at all the twists and turns and the 
ups and downs that have occurred. As a pastor this is especially true as I consider all the births, baptisms, 
graduations, and weddings as well as the times of struggle, sorrow and funerals – the whole range of life – 
that I have been privileged to share as part of other people’s lives. Each experience has contributed a special 
thread to my tapestry and each has played its part in shaping what and who I’ve become. I’m thankful for 
each thread. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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 The bottom line is this:  Each and every year of life, no matter how long or short that life may be or 
may have been, contains evidence of a Master Weaver patiently working on the tapestry of our lives. The 
Apostle Paul wrote, “All things work together for good for those who love God, who called according to 
his purpose.”  (Romans 8:28)  I understand Paul not to be saying that all things are good, but rather that 
all things (good or otherwise) have the potential or opportunity to work together for good for those who 
love God.  Sixty years of life have proven these words to be true for me. I pass these thoughts along to 
you this month in the hope that you might take some time to consider the unique tapestry that God has 
been creating of your life too – no matter how long your tapestry has been in production. 
 

Peace and joy, 
Pastor Mike 

I was 
there, too! 

The goal of your education committee is to continue to 
enhance the opportunities for Christian Education which include Sunday School (ages 
2-1/2 through 6th grade), studies for preteens, teens, adults; small groups and other 
offerings. This can be accomplished through following God’s leading. The result of the 
surveys in which we asked for your suggestions and comments will be made available 
in the August Branch. We had a good participation, and we thank you for that. 
 
In just a few weeks planning will begin for our Christian Education Classes which will start in September.  
We are looking for those who would enjoy sharing God’s love with our children by teaching or assisting. If 
you have taught before, thank you! We pray that you will consider teaching again this year. If you have any 
questions or would like to sign up to teach please contact Kathy Reister at 538-6585 (home phone) or email 
her lreister@att.net. 
 
Patrick Blanchard is collecting ideas for discussion topics for the studies for the adults.  Please email him at 
pblanchard13@live.com. 
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The following members helped make this day a joyful celebration:  
 

Cathy Chappell - cakes 
Vicki Blubaugh and Becky Westers - posters�

Hazel Rouker, Ruth Salmon, Judy Rogers, and Jill VanGessel - blankets 
Leland Zavadil and Melissa Bugai - book selection. 

 
Thank-you to everyone who helped our church family 

honor these young adults on their high school achievements.  

High School Seniors          High School    College to attend   
 
Madison Alward  Grandville Grand Rapids Community College 
Bryan Archambault  Jenison 
Allison Boss  Grandville Michigan St. University 
Molly Christensen  Rogers 
Kandace Diaz-Leal  Grandville 
Steve Garber  Wyoming Park 
Tamie Hollerback  Rogers 
Emily June  Jenison Central Michigan University - Oboe Performance &   
    Psychology 
Steven Mills  Grandville Grand Valley State University - Psychology   
Drew Siebelink  Godwin 
Meghan Zeitter  Grandville Grand Valley State University 
 

College Graduates   
 
Corrin Metzner Graduated from WMU, Magna Cum Laude, with a Bachelor Degree in Accounting. 
  She is currently working at Gardner Group in Kalamazoo as an AP clerk. 
 

Michael Schaner  Graduated from St. Olaf College with a Bachelor of Music, Church Music. He will 
 attend the Cleveland Institute of Music in Ohio working towards a Master in  Organ 

 

Gary June Graduated from GVSU with a Bachelor of Music, Clarinet Performance 
 

Allison (Wiersma) June Graduated from Kuyper College with a Bachelor of Science, Music & Worship/
  Biblical Studies 
   The newly married, Mr. and Mrs. June are moving to Boulder, CO where Gary will 

 attend the University of Colorado to study Clarinet Performance. Allison hopes to 
 work as Minister of Music. 

On June 6th, we honored and blessed our high school and college graduates.  
Each high school graduate received the book, Unchristian, and a hand-stitched fleece blanket.   
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The summer has just started, but before we get too caught up in vacation, we’d love to get all of our needs for 
VBS taken care of. 
 

We are still in need of some volunteers who would like to take part in the music portion of our program (any 
instrument is welcome, those who only sing -you don’t have to sing well, just be enthusiastic about it!- and 
anyone who just would like to lead our kids in learning some fun songs!), as well as needing a few more 
people to act as “guides” for each class. It would be nice to have two per class to assist with bathroom breaks, 
or just to be a backup in case the other cannot be there and to help keep some general order to the night. I 
believe we could also use some more assistance in the craft area. So there are lots of opportunities to help 
out. If you have an interest, please stop by our table or find one of the ladies sporting our stylish VBS 
buttons!   
 

Please check out our VBS page on the CLC website for list of needed donations. Please hold any 
recreational donations until later this summer due to storage space issues. Craft donations may be 
put into the donation box near our reservation station! Also, we are in need of old neckties – so since 
I know a bunch of dads just got new ones for Father’s Day, it time to go through those old ones 
and pitch some of the classic, yet maybe not so stylish ones you’ve been wearing!  �   Don’t 
worry though, they’ll gain a whole new “life” at VBS.  
 

Parents, mark your calendars for June 27th and July 11th for our big CRAFT event for kids grades 1-6. This 
will take place during both services in the education wing of the church. 
Please make sure to have your child stop by and help out with some fun 
crafts they’ll get to see displayed later this summer! Also, please take a 
minute on Sundays to look for some Rainforest themed puzzles, coloring 
sheets, etc. for the kids to work on during service. A bit of foreshadowing 
for their adventure.   
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From July 4 - 9, our youth will be going on a mission trip to Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. Please pray that 
the hearts of these youth will be touched as they use their talents to do God’s work that week. Projects they 
may be working on include: painting houses, cleaning up debris, volunteering in community gardens, visit 
with elderly, wort donations, or working with kids at a Kid’s Club. Please pray for their safety. 
 

Youth attending this trip will be: 
  Abby Buchan   Danny Williamson  Haleigh Hielkema 
  Haley Merrill   Keegan Potter   Kyle DeLeon 
  Maggie Fischer  Megan Miller   Rachel Sironen 
  Vincent Polise   Whitney Buchan  Wyatt Smits. 
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On July 4th, twelve teens will set off to serve our Lord 
and his people in Saulte-St. Marie.  
 

I am looking for 12 church members willing to pray 
and support one of these teens as they share the love of 
Christ with others. 
 

As a prayer partner, you can supply them with uplifting 
notes, food treats, or whatever you think might brighten 
their days. It is an awesome way to connect with our 
Youth on a Mission.  
 

To match you up with one of the teens, please see me at 
church, call at 261-5396, or e-mail 
blubaugh@earthlink.net   
 

Thanks,  
-Vicki Blubaugh 
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Church calendar may be found on 
CLC website christlutheranwyoming.org 

under News and Events. 

�Cookies for Vets 

July 11 

�����������
	�
������
����

����������������
 

��������	
����
��
����������

������������	�������������������������

��������������
��������
��	�������
��	�������������
 ��������������!�����

��
���!���������
��������"�����������
��������� �

%
���
���#�$���������������	��
����&�
 

����������������������������������������'��
����

� 
 ���
���(�
 

On Wednesday, July 21st from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., we will be having 
fellowship and fun as we come together here at Christ Lutheran for the 
Family of Christ Lutheran Fun Night.  All ages are welcome!  Young, old, 
married, single … we are all a part of our church family! 
 
We will be having games and activities on the church front lawn and 
simple crafts in the narthex while getting to enjoy each other’s company! 
 
Watch for the sign-up sheet in the narthex starting in July and please let 
us know if you have an outdoor game that you would be willing for us to 
use that night.   
 
We can’t wait to see you there! 

At the time of emailing the July issue 

of The Branch, we were having 

difficulties updating the calendar. 

Please check back later for current 

events happening at Christ Lutheran! 
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   YTD Comparison as of 05/31//2010     

  2009 2010 Difference  % change 

   � � �   
Envelopes $192,799  $154,580  ($38,219)  -19.82% 

Loose $2,755  $2,430  ($325)  -12% 

Sunday School $0  $297  $297     

Other $715  $622  ($93)   -13% 

Total Revenue $196,268  $157,929  ($38,340)  -20% 

   � � �   

Total Expenses $184,988  $165,793  ($19,196)  -10% 

Trf to Prop Fund $0  ($20,000) ($20,000)    

Operating Exp $184,988  $145,793  ($39,196)   -21% 

Net (Loss) $11,280  $12,136  $856    8% 

  YTD Comparison as of 05/31//2010     

  BUDGET ACTUAL Difference  % 

   � � �   
Envelopes $190,438  $154,580  ($35,858)  -18.83% 

Loose $2,625  $2,430  ($195)  -7% 

Sunday School $104  $297  $193   185% 

Other $544  $622  $78    14% 

  $193,711  $157,929  ($35,782)  -18% 

   � � �   

Total Expenses $208,860  $165,793  ($43,067)  -21% 

Trf to Prop Fund ($20,000) ($20,000) $0   0% 

Operating Exp $188,860  $145,793  ($43,067)   -23% 

Net (Loss) $4,851  $12,136  $7,285    150% 
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The two tables below illustrate our financial results through May. One table compares our actual results to the same 
period last year. The other compares our results to our budget. In sum, our income is 20% less than last year and 18% 
less than budget. Our expenses are 21% less than last year and 23% less than budget. Consequently, we have a net gain 
of $12,136 to date.  
 
We have entered the summer months which historically demonstrate a drop in attendance and income. We believe it 
will be true again this year and some, perhaps all, of our net gain will be spent by September. Historically, members 
“catch up” their offerings in the fall. We currently have five months of actual expenses in reserve, not including our 
restricted funds and have reallocated some funds from our checking account to higher paying money market accounts 
to earn more income. Council will strive to keep expenses in line with income throughout the year. 
 

The church is financially sound at this time. 
 

-Jim Barritt, Treasurer  
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On June 4th, fifteen 5th and 6th 
graders "Crazy Bounced" their night 
away in Holland, ate hotdogs, chips, 
and s'mores around the church 
firepit, and watched the movie, 
"Tooth Fairy".  
 

When it was "lights out", some 
quickly slumbered, others chatted 
and played games for a while. 
Everyone was up and a'tem by 8:00 
on Saturday morning. Juice and 
donuts were served before their 
parents gathered them up.  
 

Thanks to Chris Boes, Alan Windsor, 
Harry Wendland, and Vicki 
Blubaugh for a great night of fun! 
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We now have four newly commissioned Stephen Ministers. 
Would you benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister? 

 
What kind of man would received the care of a Stephen Minister? 
 

A man like ADAM: Who was cut off from all that gave meaning to life and needed someone to remind him of 
God’s promise. 
 

A man like NOAH: Who witnessed the destruction of everything around him and needed someone to wait 
with him for a new day. 
 

A man like ABRAHAM: Who had to leave everything he knew and loved behind him and needed someone to 
journey with him to a new life. 
 

A man like MOSES: Who faced great opposition and needed a companion to support him and speak on his 
behalf. 
 

A man like DAVID: Who grieved the death of a wayward child and needed a shepherd’s care. 
 

A man like YOU. 
 
What kind of  woman would receive the care of a Stephen Minister? 
 

A woman like SARAH: Who faced a major change in life at an advanced age and needed someone to listen to 
both her joy and apprehension. 
 

A woman like HAGAR:  Who was abandoned along with her child and needed someone to offer her hope and 
remind her of God’s presence. 
 
A woman like HANNAH: Who struggled with her inability to bear a child and needed someone with whom to 
share her sadness and pain. 
 

A woman like NAOMI:  Who had lost her loved ones and needed someone to hear her sorrow and pain.   
 

A woman like RUTH:  Who left everything that was familiar to her and needed someone to journey with her 
in her new life. 
 

A woman like YOU. 
 

To receive the care of a Stephen Minister, you may call Pastor Mike, Renee Green or me.  
 

Caring for others in the name of Christ, 
Julie Menacher 
Stephen Ministry Coordinator 
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We have several special projects coming up that we need your help with!  
 
1.)  Experienced landscapers to lead volunteer teams 
We have large groups of volunteers doing the landscaping at our new office building.  We need experienced 
team leaders to oversee this project.  Interested volunteer team leaders should have experience with 
gardening and be able to enthusiastically lead a team.  The project will be broken down into small garden 
plots, and each team leader will guide and direct his/her team throughout the day. 
 
We need five experienced landscapers to serve as team leaders on the following days:  
· Saturday, June 19 from 7:30am - 4:00pm 
· Friday, June 25 from 7:30am - 4:00pm 
· Saturday, June 26 from 7:30am - 4:00pm 
· If you are interested in helping, please contact Joni at 774-2431, ext. 224 or jjessup@habitatkent.org. 
 
2.)  Detail oriented volunteers to help with inventory 
Our ReStore will soon be conducting its annual inventory.  We are in need of individuals who can work 
independently to accurately count ReStore merchandise.  "Accurately" is the key word, therefore interested 
volunteers should be detail oriented and patient!  
 
We need five volunteers to help with ReStore inventory on the following days:  
· Tuesday, June 29 from 9:00am - 4:00pm 
· Wednesday, June 30 from 9:00am - 4:00pm (may finish early) 
· If you are interested in helping, please contact Sari at 774-2431, ext. 240 or scafmeyer@habitatkent.org. 
 
3.)  "Jack-of-all-Trades" volunteers to assist facilities manager  
We are looking for individuals to help out in our warehouse under the supervision of our facilities 
manager.  Warehouse volunteers should be flexible, as projects vary on a daily basis.  Sample projects 
include delivering construction supplies to job sites, cleaning and mowing vacant lots, organizing storage 
space, and much more! 
 
We are looking for one or two volunteers to help out on an on-going basis on Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays throughout the summer (and beyond!). 
 
Interested volunteers should contact Sari at 774-2431, ext. 240 or scafmeyer@habitatkent.org. 
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Foster father passes on the hope he received 
Submitted by Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, LSSM 
 

Luke 12:48b – “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  

 
Cole Williams is a hero to the teen boys in his home, especially his own 15-year-old son Nathan, who told him, “I’m 
proud of you, because you’re a really good father.” Cole understands them. When he himself was 15, his mother moved 
to a subsidized apartment that did not have room for him. His former fifth-grade math teacher, Ralph Cantania, took him 
in. “I was grateful, but I didn’t know what to expect,” Cole recalled. “I was a young black man, and he was a white 
man.” 
 
Cantania was in his mid-fifties, divorced and childless. “He was the nicest kid,” he said, “and he needed someone.” 
Cantania became Cole’s legal guardian, then learned the now 16-year-old was going to be a father. “What impressed me 
was Cole’s promise, ‘My son is going to know who his father is.’” Cole went to parenting groups and learned skills for 
raising his son. For about two years, Cole saw his son regularly and brought him home on weekends. Then Nathan came 
to stay. Two years ago, the two moved back to Michigan from New Jersey. Cole is a house manager for St. John’s 
Home, a foster care residential shelter program in Grand Rapids for children ages infant to 18 years old. “I saw kids 
come in with no place to go,” Cole said. “I want them to know that I am someone they can depend on.” 
 
Cole is now a foster father through Lutheran Social Services of Michigan to three teenage boys. Two are brothers he 
hopes to adopt. “This is a very real family,” Cole said. “These are my sons. We deal with real issues. It comes with real 
responsibilities. We’re dealing with children who were abused and neglected. It involves a lot of sacrifice. But the more 
you know, the more you owe. You can make a difference.” 
 
More foster homes are needed. Contact Lutheran Social Services of Michigan at 616-356-1934 or 800-886-LSSM, or 
visit www.LutheranFosterCare.org. For Lutheran Social Services’ e-newsletter, Epistle, register at www.lssm.org.  

�

We have a new/old book in our library. It is based in Michigan - the Upper Peninsula, in fact! My only 
brush with the movie business. I was studying in the Ishpeming Library for my final exam and told an 
older man to not talk out loud because he was interfering with my study. A librarian rushed over to tell 
me that I just hushed Otto Preminger. I had no idea who that was. 
 
She told me that he was a movie director who was making “Anatomy of a Murder.” It was based on a 
murder that happened in the Marquette area. (We have the fiction book in our church library). The movie 
had several stars in it - Jimmy Stewart, Ben Gazzara, Lee Remick, Eve Arden, George C. Scott and 
Kathryn Grant. I also had one of my uncles in it (as a Lawyer), a former teacher as a bartender, plus many 
local people in it as in bars/dances and just plain folks. 
 
In 1958 it became the number one bestseller in America and became a popular courtroom drama. It was a 
gripping story of deceit, murder and a sensational trial. The writer, Robert Traver, a pen name for John 
Voelker, was from the U.P. In fact, I went to high school and college with two of his daughters. He was a 
Supreme Court Judge in Michigan and lived in the U.P. for many years.  
 

Submitted by 
Bev Hjelt, 
CLC Librarian  
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Check out these pictures! Fourteen youth spent the day together problem solving 
and canoeing at Camp Manitou-Lin. A lot of fun was had falling out of the canoes, 
throwing a fish into other canoes, fitting 14 peopl e in a box, being tied to a partner, 
blindfolding each other, balancing all 14 people on  a board while singing and getting 
each person across an acid river and through a spid er’s web.  
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