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It's About What God Does for Us

by Gary Sironen, Minister of Music

The New Year is often a time for making resolutions, many of which we, unfortunately, will fail to
successfully complete. And that may include resolutions regarding our lives of faith. It’s good to take stock
once a year and review where there might be room for improvement in our lives. But before we beat ourselves
up over what more we need to do for ourselves and for God, consider this. God created us. God sent his Son to
be born among us, to live with us, and to die and rise again for us. Scripture tells us that God loved us before
we were even born. Faith isn’t just about what we can do for God; it’s primarily about what God has done for
us. That’s why we practice infant baptism. That’s why we put so much emphasis on God’s grace, his free gift
of salvation to us.

This is the season of Epiphany, God’s revelation of his gift to us, his only Son. Our Scripture texts in January
point out that God is the actor and we are the recipients of his actions. So maybe our resolutions this year
should include not just what we can do. Maybe we should also resolve to ask God to open our eyes and ears
and hearts to what he desires of and for us; to allow us to recognize the opportunities he provides for us to
please him and to share his love; to give us the courage to follow where he would lead us. Instead of trying to
work so hard at doing and leading, perhaps we could resolve to spend more time listening and being led.

A personal note to Junior Choir, Youth Praise Team, Bell Choirs, Praise Choir and Worship Choir
Thank you so much for sharing your gifts at our Christmas Concert. There are several reasons we put this
program together. One is to give our congregation, families and friends an opportunity to enjoy hearing and
singing Christmas music. Another is to remind the congregation how much talent and giftedness there is
among us. But most of all, I think it is helpful for all of us who sing and play music on different weeks during
worship throughout the year to see and hear each other in a single setting. It helps us to understand that we are
all part of a larger picture and an important ministry. I appreciate all of you so much for the time you spend
rehearsing and for sharing your musical gifts with us. Scripture is full of references to God’s angels praising
God with singing and instruments. You are in good company.

Thank you, also, to the Worship Choir and to the Congregation for your Christmas gifts. And thanks to all of
you at Christ Lutheran for the gift of serving you and working with you in ministry.
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Worship Notes

The Worship & Music Committee is attempting to find a less distracting way of passing around the attendance
books during worship. We’re asking the ushers to pass them out as we receive the offering so that we aren’t
trying to sign the books while we are singing or praying. There might be occasional glitches in this process,
but let’s try it for awhile and see how it goes.

Remember that we will have a single service once again on Sunday, January 22 at 10:00 a.m., followed by our
annual Congregational meeting. Please come and take this opportunity to worship as one large congregation,
worshipping and singing with one voice to our One God. On January 29, those who attended the Youth
Gathering in Lansing over the holidays will share their experiences with us in worship. Have a blessed New Year.

Council Presidents Letter
Leadership is the key to success in any organization, but it is especially critical in a church.

Christ Lutheran is blessed with a number of leaders throughout the congregation. The members of the 2011
Church Council are no exception. They did an outstanding job of leading the congregation through transition
this year. Not only did we survive, we thrived! I want to publicly express my sincere appreciation for their
dedication and service. What the congregation did not see is all the times someone stepped up to fill a last
minute need and make sure that our programs went off seamlessly. They are great group to work with.

We are also blessed to have a full, dedicated Council in 2012. This was my third time on Council at various
Lutheran churches and the first time I had served with a full Council. We have a full council for 2012 that is
eager and ready to go to help move the church forward.

From my vantage point, 2011 was a very good year for us but 2012 will be even better!

God's peace to everyone.

Patrick Blanchard
Council President 2011
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A special thank you to those who take such
care to decorate Christ Lutheran for holidays.

Your ministry is appreciated by all.

Thanks for all you do ... the following monies were received in 2011 through your efforts:
PaperGator: $572.32  Cartridge recycling: $169.15 Meijer Rewards: $214.33
Total to Youth and Family fundraising efforts: $955.80

Thank you so much for your generosity this Tl}ank you to our congregation for the ‘Fhoughtful gift
Christmas season, both for your many greetings this Chr1strr‘1as!‘ WO{Shlpplpg and wprklng with my
and gifts. Special thanks to the two handbell choirs church family is an 1ncred1.ble blessing and the best
and the congregation for your gifts this season. gift of all! Thank you again!

Marilyn Burgard Sarah McKenney

It has been my pleasure to serve the church family of Christ Lutheran. You have continued to show
kindness to me, especially during the holiday season. Thank you for remembering me again this Christmas.
It’s a pleasure to work at Christ! Louise your church secretary

To all my church family members: Thank you for all your prayers for me for my surgery and during my
recovery. Thank you also for the help and assistance you have given me. I am truly blessed to belong to
such a caring church family. God bless you all.

Donna Garen

The church calendar is full of meetings and opportunities for you to serve. Check it out at
www.christlutheranwyoming.org
‘News and Events’ tab, then click on the calendar located in the left margin.
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Christian Ed

2012?! Can you believe another year is beginning? We are excited about the upcoming opportunities for our
congregation as we look at ringing in some new ministries, revamping some current ministries, and continuing
on with great programming for all ages.

First, we had 15 youth attend our state gathering in Lansing from December 27-29™ and we can’t wait for them
to share the special moments of this experience with our whole CLC family on January 29™. We continue to
work towards our national gathering, taking place in New Orleans on July 18" -22" where we will have 17
youth and 4 adults attending, worshipping and serving in another awesome faith experience for them! Come join
us for our hot dog lunch on January 15™ to support our youth and all of their events!

Sunday School has some scheduling changes in January due to our annual congregational meeting. We will
hold Sunday School on January 8" and 15" as usual but will not have Sunday School on January 22", Child
care will be provided for children ages 2 years old - 6™ grade with our 7™ and 8" graders assisting adults in
supervision of the kids.

Is your elementary-age student already thinking about summer? We are! Last year, we had a group of families
who attended SpringHill camp up in Evart and the kids had a GREAT time! We would like to encourage
families who are looking for a Christian camp experience for their kids to consider this camp and know that
CLC kids will be attending the 4-day classic camp from July 15™-18". The Youth and Family committee is able
to offer $50 camp scholarships again this year (up to $100 per family) to a Christian summer camp and we feel
that SpringHill is a great option for families. Please see us if you have questions about this.

Finally, we are working on helping to get a Men’s ministry group off the ground (thanks to Jim Ward for his
willingness to help lead this ministry!) and we are looking for other men who are interested in helping to plan
and create a vision for what this will look like for the men of CLC. Please feel free to contact us or Jim if you
have questions or would like to get involved. We are also planning a couple’s retreat for this spring, so we ask
you to stay tuned for further updates on this!

As usual, we are busy brainstorming new ways to help members of all ages to grow in their faith and we are
blessed to get to work with the amazing volunteers at our church that inspire us even more. Are you looking to
plug in somewhere here at CLC? We invite you to join us on the Christian Education committee (we meet the
first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.), the Youth and Family committee (our January meeting is on the 22™
at 6:00 p.m.), or the small group planning committee (stay tuned to announcements for our January meeting!).
These are just a few of the opportunities available to be a part of what makes CLC a wonderful worshipping
community.

Yours in Christ,

Sarah McKenney and Lysa Buchan
Christ Lutheran Christian Education Consultants




Church Staff

Roger Nichols
Administrative Facilitator
roger@
christlutheranwyoming.org

Gary Sironen
Minister of Music
garysironen@netzero.com

Marilyn Burgard
Organist/Handbell Director
burgardm@sbcglobal.net

Hazel Rouker
Childrens’ Choir Director
hazelm@i2k.com

Lysa Buchan
CE Consultant
lysadawn@comcast.net

Sarah McKenney
CE Consultant
sjmckenney@live.com

Executive Council

President

Stewart Healey
Vice-President

Dave Westover
Treasurer

Jim Bachmeier

Council Chairpersons
Education

Jessica Hudson
Evangelism

Joy Gianakura
Fellowship

Todd Huston
Property

Bruce Taylor
Mission Planning

Deb Park
Welfare & Social
Concerns

Jennifer Buddemeier
Worship & Music

Sharon Leder
Youth & Family

Larry Knappen
Recording Secretary

Linda McCullough

Contact Information
Phone: 616-532-2774

Email: office@
christlutheranwyoming.org

Church Website:
christlutheranwyoming.org

Highlights of Council Meeting of December 13, 2011

Financials: We are at about break-even; revenues are running behind budget but expenses
are also behind budget.

Old Business:

1. Agreement for Lysa & Saral¥inal contract drafted by Pete VanGessel presented to
council. It will be presented to Lysa and Sarah with a cover letter and job description for
their signatures.

2. Supply PastorsSupply pastors are in place for the month of December and for the first
couple of months of 2012. A copy of the list will be emailed to council by Louise.

3. Call CommitteeThe committee is researching new candidates and preparing for inter-
Views.

4. Weddings Schedule@ive weddings are scheduled for May and June of 2012. Discus-
sion of how to handle the premarital counseling and ceremonies if a new pastor is not in
place; tabled to next meeting.

5. 2012 BudgetThe finalized 2012 budget to be presented at the 2012 annual financial
meeting (1/15/12) was approved by council, with an across-the-board increase of 1.9% for
all staff.

New Business:

1. Baptisms in absence of a past®aptism requests will be referred to Louise who will
contact President Stu Healey and Interim Administrator Roger Nichols.

2. CPOD ScheduleA tentative schedule of Council Person Of the Day will be put to-
gether, presented to council members for substitutions, and forwarded to Louise before
January.

3. Other concerns for new councitmail addresses for all council members will be
emailed to each member by Louise. Church keys will be exchanged between outgoing and
incoming council members in January. Pastor Julie Bailey from Synod, who will be supply
pastor for that day, will install the new council January 8".

4. 50" Anniversary CommitteeCouncil did not approve a request from the committee to
hold a cooking demonstration fundraiser in the sanctuary because it would not be appropri-
ate to be held in the sanctuary.

Committee Updates:

1. Property: The parking lot must be fixed as soon as possible.

2. Youth & Family: A hotdog fundraiser will be held on January 15 to raise funds for
youth going to the national gathering. The lock-in for senior high youth will be in January.
There is a Pando ski trip scheduled for all youth in February.

3. Welfare & Social ConcerndNew co-chairs for holiday baskets are Lisa Harris and
Nancy Heidrich; thanks to Judy Shepard and Lisa Barnes for their hard work in past years.
New chair for Degage Ministry is Dave Harris; thanks to Barb Deal for her hard work in
past years. A new chair for the Habitat for Humanity program is still needed. Tammy
Davison and Jennifer Buddemeier will be making an application for a grant from the Wyo-
ming Alliance for funds for the personal Care Pantry.

4. Fellowship: Committee will be planning the pot luck dinner to be held after the annual
meeting on January 22™ and for the Mardi Gras party.

5. Technology:Priorities to be accomplished by January: a) building wired properly; b)
surveillance cameras installed; and c¢) video installed within the sanctuary. PowerChurch
program has been updated and the OneBody “online” church directory will be up & run-
ning soon, and will go live sometime in February.

6. Sudanese Partnershiff’he Synod, SCLC, and CLC are on the same page, working
with the Partnership Agreement, and it is working well. Sunday’s gathering of CLC and
SCLC went well.

Next Meeting:January 10, 2012.
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Earthkeeping

New Lighting Standards Begin in 2012

Beginning in 2012, common light bulbs sold in the U.S. will typically use about 25% to 80% less energy.
Many bulbs meet these new standards, including incandescent, CFL, and LED's, andare already available for
purchase today. The newer bulbs provide a wide range of choices in color and brightness, and many of them
will last much longer than traditional light bulbs. The lighting standards, which phase in from 2012-2014, do
not ban incandescent or any specific bulb type; they say that bulbs need to use about 25% less energy. The bi-
partisan Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (EISA 2007) established these efficiency standards.
The new energy-saving light bulbs—incandescent, CFL, and LED's—are available today and could save you
about $50 per year when you replace 15 traditional incandescent bulbs in your home.

As noted below all lighting is energy efficient to some degree — you make the choice?

Energy Saving Incandescent - about 25% energy savings

Energy-saving, or halogen, incandescent bulbs have a capsule inside that holds gas around a filament to in-
crease bulb efficiency. This type of incandescent bulb is about 25% more efficient and can last up to three
times longer than traditional incandescent bulbs. They are available in a wide range of shapes and colors, and
can be used with dimmers.

CFL - about 75% energy savings

Compact fluorescent lamps (CFL) are simply curly versions of the long tube fluorescent lights you may al-
ready have in a kitchen or garage. Because they use less electricity than traditional incandescent, typical CFL
can pay for themselves in less than nine months, and then start saving you money each month. An ENERGY
STAR-qualified CFL uses about one-fourth the energy and lasts ten times longer than a comparable incandes-
cent bulb that puts out the same amount of light.

Fluorescent bulbs contain a small amount of mercury, and they should always be recycled at the end of their
lifespan.

LED - about 75% 1 80% energy savings

The light emitting diode (LED) uses the same technology as the little indicator light on your cell phone, but
designed to light your home. It is one of today's most energy-efficient and rapidly developing technologies.
ENERGY STAR-qualified LED's use only 20% — 25% of the energy and last up to 25 times longer than the
traditional incandescent bulbs they replace.

LED bulbs are currently available in many products such as replacements for 40W, 60W, and 75W traditional
incandescent, reflector bulbs often used in recessed fixtures, and small track lights. While LED's are more ex-
pensive at this early stage, they still save money because they last a long time and have very low energy use.
As with other electronics, prices are expected to come down as more products enter the market.

Did you know:

Computer screen savers are not energy savers. Using a screen saver may in fact use more energy than not us-
ing one, and the power-down feature may not work if you have a screen saver activated. In fact, modern LCD
color monitors do not need screen savers at all.



