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As we transition from 2009 to 2010, we as a conafieg face many transitions. Some of the changeees
were expected, and some were a surprise.

We certainly expected to have changes to the chtouhcil. The council members that remain from Yestr
and the newly elected members are excited to wdtktiweir committees to continue existing ministrend
develop new ways to perform the mission of Chrigthieran Church. | ask that the entire congregation
continue to support all the committees, groups,aotiyities that represent the CLC mission.

| believe many people were surprised when PastowBrannounced he was accepting a new call. | know,
was! While we will certainly face many challengassvge work through the call process, it's importamtus
to remember the words on the wall in the narthékhke Ministers of this Church are the PeopleWe will
continue the ministries of CLC! This time of traii@n is a great chance to look at our mission ana tve

plan to accomplish it. The call process and arrimt@astor will guide us through this program revi®lease
watch the Branch and announcement pages for regptites on getting an interim pastor and thepeadéss

The ELCA social statement is weighing heavy onntfveds of many, including both those that agree and
disagree with the statement. We on the council hear We are putting together several efforts tp he
understand the issues and determine a courseion ot CLC. The first effort will be an educatiseries led
by the interim pastor. The series will presenttitstory behind the social statement and discusthéaogy
of the social statement. This effort is just atstgrpoint! We are reaching out to other congremetito learn
how they are working through this issue. As weraapore, the council will develop a plan and presetat
the congregation. Until we get to that point, petedk to someone from council. Give us your inpaithis
significant issue!

The ELCA social statement caught many memberseo€timgregation by surprise. They were surprised
only by what the social statement said, but alsthkyfact that the topic was on the agenda. | belieis the
responsibility of the CLC leadership to help theagegation know what is happening at the synoder@A
levels. You can expect to see articles in the Braaonouncement pages, and other venues thanbaitihn
you of important topics being discussed at thegelde There will be times when it's up to you tare what
is involved with the issue, but we will work to lgegou informed about what issues are being discusse

This is a time of transition, and we have manyessio work though. We can let these issues overcsnoe
we can use this as a time to refocus on our mislemember, you are the ministers of CLC.

Peace,Matt June

ot
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) -- Gary Sironen
at Christ LLutheran Minister);fl\/lusic

A Broken Instrument

I've heard a phrase that goes something like tisd can make beautiful music with a broken insteuta” It's a
phrase that works on several levels, but it isigalgrly apt for Lutherans.

By the time of Martin Luther, the Church had contgleontrol of worship and faith. The Bible was et in Latin,
and most people couldn’t read even their own lagguso they relied on the priests for both theirgpdnd the
interpretation. The music was mostly sung by psiesid trained musicians while the congregatiomsdtistened.
Prayers were said by the priests on behalf of dople, sometimes so intentionally quiet that wqgrghrs couldn’t
hear the prayers. The Church felt that only thesi@éd in church matters could be trusted with sually work.

But Luther disagreed. Being German, he transldteantire Bible into German and started schoolispeople
could learn to read it. He used the new printirgsprto make sure the Bible was more readily aveikaball. He
wrote worship hymns in German, using German mefottianake them more accessible and personal todbstm
and he encouraged other German composers to date He musically “reformed” the worship servica iway
that made the most important instrument the voidhe congregation.

Two hundred years later, Bach, the composer of sthrwonderfully complex and beautiful music, alsarranged
many of the German hymns into congregational-fliefmlr part chorales. His major cantatas, whiatetpare
mostly sung by huge choirs and orchestras as dopieees, were originally written as worship seegi¢or small
ensembles and soloists and included plenty of kredlwn chorales for congregational participation.

The hallmark of Lutheran worship today is congremetl participation. The word “liturgy” means “theork of the
people”. Our voices, no matter how ordinary or lerpkcontinue to be the primary instrument in ourshigo
services. Our trained musicians exist primarilyetad and encourage the congregation to sing.

It's part of God’s grace. Through Jesus Christ, Geerlooks our sinful and broken lives and doeggbisd work
through us. In worship, he uses our weak, out-oétiroken and cracking voices to make beautifidiothat
pleases and glorifies him. We expect a little mmreof our choirs and musical leaders. But youy eeashippers,
are meant to be the main instrument of God’s pr&sesing out. Don’'t worry about what those aroyod hear.
God smiles, because when you sing, he hears samgdibautiful and worthy of his love.

Church calendar may be found on CLC website
christlutheranwyoming.org
under News and Events.




-- Gary Sironen
Minister of Music

The Church year is divided into three basic cydies:Christmas cycle, the Easter cycle, and thgoseaf
Pentecost. The Christmas cycle is the beginnirtgefChurch year, starting on the last Sunday of
November. It includes the seasons of Advent, Qnmastand Epiphany. It is followed by the Eastereycl
which includes Lent, Holy Week and Easter. The oés¢lhe Church year is the season after Pentecost.

The Easter cycle includes the 40 days of Lentna tf reflection and preparation that begins wih A
Wednesday, which is February 17th this year. Leathes it's conclusion with Palm Sunday; Holy Week,
including Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holyuga@ay, which mark the crucifixion of Jesus and the
Easter Vigil; and Easter, the 50 day celebratiothefresurrection of Jesus, his appearances uighiples
and others, and his Ascension to the right har@aaf. The cycle ends with the Day of Pentecost, the
celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit upte disciples that emboldened them to go out and
continue Christ’'s ministry, which is also considetke birthday of the Church.

We will worship at 7:00 p.m. on Ash Wednesday aakive a cross of ash on our foreheads to
remind us that, though our time on earth is limited have gained eternal life in Christ
because of the cross on which he died and theression that has cleansed us of the sir,,,
that would separate us from God. On the following Wednesdays, we will continue to
worship at 7:00 p.m. with candlelight services,cedged by soup suppers at 5:45 p.m.

EDNESDAY

This year on the Sundays during Lent we will beirelad of how God has always kept his people safe
through their times of trial, even as we recalltilhees of trial that Jesus suffered on our belt@lft Drama
Team, led and scripted by Pam Mueller, will agaihaut some of our Scripture lessons each weekl&ur
the color of Lent, will predominate.

Following ancient tradition, we will eliminate ttymn of praise and alleluias from the liturgy satth
Easter will seem even more celebratory when thosadded back in. Music will be a bit more intimate
focusing on God'’s relationship with us and his |éweus.

Singing for Lent
We again invite you to join the Worship Choir oaBe Choir during Lent as one way to recall who goeiand
whose you are during this season of spiritual coptation and reflection. The Worship Choir rehearse
Wednesday evenings and sings at the 9:00 servitieedirth and third Sunday of each month, plus Mau
Thursday, Palm Sunday and Easter. The Praise @warses at 10:15 on Sunday mornings and singsnesek
at the 11:15 worship service. We hope you canyein
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DAVE LIVE!

¥ 1N GRAND RAPIDS

Dave Ramsey Live! February 25, 6:00 — 9:30

Americans are spending $1.22 for every $1.00 earved 49% of Americans could only cover 40% or less
of one month’s expenses if they lost their incomith these kind of dire statistics, it is more imiamt
than ever to learn how to manage God’'s money Godg, to learn how to become debt free, create a
budget you can stick to, and to never again speadem you don’t have. You will either manage your
money, or the lack of it will manage you.

At the Dave Ramsey Live! Event you will be inspiremicouraged, educated, entertained and motivated t
see your finances in a new way and to joyfully aesponsibly manage what God has entrusted to dach o
us. Take advantage of the church discount andvedé€i% off the ticket price and pay only $25.

Call Julie Demmon at 617-4035 or visit her at trev®Ramsey table after each service. You can even
purchase tickets online at http://www.daveramsey.déollow the “See Dave Live!” links and use
promotion code: christlutheran. Come and learn twlive like no one else!

o KEEN-AGERS - Let's meet for breakfast! Take a break from thiti@weather -
and meet us in warm Christian fellowship! Join tiRass's Restaurant, 2340 28th St

SW, Wyoming on Wednesday, February 10 at 9:00 Blease let Arlene Slagh, Pat =
Potter or Joy Johnson know of your intention to jos so we can let Russ's know on

"° Tuesday, the 9th. See You There! -

| want to say thank you to the congregatlon To CLC congregation:
and to the handbell choirs for their cardi Thank you so much for the generous (gift
and generous gifts at Christmas time. | arra THANK card for Christmas. | really appreciate your
fortunate to work with such nice people. YOU kindness and can put it to good use. And

Marilyn Burgard‘ YERY § [thank you for your continual support of
‘ : MU‘CH! : children's music at CLC. Ms. Hazel

XXXXXXXXXX

It has been my pleasure to serve the church faofilZhrist Lutheran Church. You haye
|continued to show kindness to me, especially dutlmgy holiday season. Thank you for

| remembering me at Christmas with gift certificafBisose are always so welcome. I
I Louiseyour church secretary



The CLC Lenten Journey

There are many ways for a congregation to markainaey of Lent. Of course,
beginning with a service of worship for Ash Wedresd always appropriate.
Here at Christ Lutheran, our own traditions pavejourney. We start with
Mardi Gras, a festival before the fasting during season of Lent, and mark
each week with a Wednesday Reflection that begittsawxcommunity dinner.

Mardi Gras, which is French for “Fat Tuesday”, lisoathe last day of Carnival.

It is celebrated in many places with parades, cosfij dancing and music.

Many churches observe Mark Gras with a pancakekfastor other church meal, eating together as a
community before the symbolic fasting of Lent begin

Today, Lent is marked by a time of prayer and pragpan to celebrate Easter. Lent has traditioniadign
marked by penitential prayer, fasting, and almswgjvi Newer traditions do not place emphasis otinigis
but focus on charitable deeds and service to athtdssall in preparation to celebrate God’s méous
redemption at Easter, and the resurrected lifewledive, and hope for, as Christians.

A Mardi Gras Prayer

as we enter the Season of Lent

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for it is from your goodness that we have this diy

We thank you for the abundance of gifts you sh
upon us. We thank you especially for one anot
As we give you thanks, we are mindful of those |ho
have so much less than we do. As we share thigse
wonderful gifts together, we commit ourselves
greater generosity toward those in need.

Prepare us for tomorrow.

Tasting the fullness of what we have today, let pis
experience some hunger tomorrow.

May our fasting make us more alert and may

heighten our consciousness so that we might pe

ready to hear your Word. May our self-denial tugn

our hearts to you and give us a new freedo

for generous service to others.

We ask you these graces with our hearts full o
delight and stirring with readiness for the jourfley
ahead. We ask them with confidence in the nanje of
Jesus the Lord.




Picture submitted by Joy Johnson with the grouadoflts at the Thursday
Morning Adult Bible Study. This was Pastor Browtdst class with this group.

Just a reminder to save June 25, 26 and 27, 20XufcCLC campout at Camp Concordia
in Gowen, Michigan. All families, singles, membersnon-members are very welcome to
join us. Sign-up sheets will be available in thamfature. Cost will be $44 for the
weekend. It would be helpful if all the money coblkelin by May 15. All checks should be
made payable to: Camp Concordia. Questions maljréeted to Mary Knappen at 301-
0040 or email Imknappen@aol.com, please put CLC=ant in the message




-- Julie Menarch
Renee Green
Directors, Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministry

Our new Stephen Ministry class . . . Reading
IS now halfway through their weekly training

. . L . . The greatest need people have today is not for spme
sessions, and will be commissioned this spring. g Peop Y

one who will solve their problems for them, but
rather for someone who will listen empatheticadly
the darkest and deepest wounds of their inner sejve

—

The most recent session dealt with Stephen

M_inistry'_s gl_JideIines for maintaining confidenti- We may feel as though we were useless and not|par-
ality, which is a cornerstone of the program. Qur | ticularly helpful to a friend in the midst of a i,
existing Stephen Ministers continue to meet @n and yet he or she will say in gratitude, "You were|

a monthly basis for our peer supervision grodps. | there when | needed you."

It is such a blessing to be a part of this ministry
for so many reasons. There are the caring Chris-
tian relationships that bless both the care re-
ceiver as well as the care giver, the personal| | Prayer

growth that has taken place, the way our friefd| | . 4 friend, Lord, someone who will just listef

ships have developed over the years, the SURP{ Not someone who will try to fix me or attempt to
that we give to one another - God has certainly| solve my problems, but someone who will accep{ me

blessed this wonderful, caring ministry. for who | am. Not someone who will become anx
ious, suspicious, or frightened when | share the
If you would like to find out more about deepest feelings of my soul, but someone who wjll

Stephen Ministry for yourself or someone elsg, | accept me. Not someone who will give chatty ady{ice
please contact Julie Menacher or me. (remembj or scold or judge me, but someone who will quiefly
if you ask about Stephen Ministry for someorje | POInt me to you. I need someone to listen, Lord,
else, please get his or her permission first). someone like you.

Caring for Others in Christ NOTE: Reading and Prayer are excerpts from John Gugel's
Renee Green book, ‘Cries of Faith, Songs of Hope: Prayers far Times
of Our Lives’. (From Stephen Ministry website).




In the month of February we find many special dagtuding Groundhog Day, Presidents' Day (Presglent
Lincoln and Washington) and of course Valentineg Brxad we are a little closer to spring! We will mea
SundayFebruary 21st, 12:30 p.mand celebrate February by opening our hearts tplp&ee do not

know. As Christians our hearts are filled with tbee of Jesus, so our event

will be all about sharing Christ's love. Lunch vk served at 12:30 and

then we will begin working on our sharing proje&emember this event i
open to families of all agesSuggestectost for lunch is $3/person up to 4 f;eﬂ}tua}ty

people. Be sure to reserve your spot on the flpethe kiosk in the church
narthex. For additional information call Kathy Rers(538-6585) or
Suzanne Snider (871-0283).

Earthkeeping News
-]

Rechargeable Batteries
(article #3 — lithium ion batteries and batterypdisal)

This is the final article in our battery serieseVous articles talked about rechargeable battatyrtology in standard
size batteries (AA, AAA, C, D, etc) and battery diag. We'll touch on a few miscellaneous topiataty including
built-in rechargeable batteries and proper batléggosal.

Many devices today have built-in rechargeable hateCell phones, iPods, and many digital camieaas internal
batteries that are recharged right inside the dewith a plug in charger. The batteries in thesgécgs are typically
lithium-ion batteries. Since the batteries aretbnito the device, the device user manual willéhastructions about
charging. However, a few basics typically applytfoese types of batteries. First, try to avoid cletgby discharging
the battery. Longer life can be achieved by charg¢fie battery before it is completely dead. Fretjobarging is
usually not a problem and some literature evenaagges this. Charging these batteries when thiépatie a lot of
charge does not result in any loss of capacityuiure charges. It is recommended, however, tosicnally
discharge the battery to a low (not dead) stakeép the devices battery meter calibrated. Alsoidalkeat as much
as possible. Try not to leave devices with builbatteries in hot cars or in direct sunlight fandgperiods. Finally, if
you are going to store a lithium ion battery foreattended period without using it, do not storie & fully charged
state. This can reduce the life of the battery.

Proper disposal of batteries is not hard. Manygdaccept used household batteries of any typalifagk NiMH,
NiCAD, lithium ion). The easiest way to ensure thatir batteries are safely disposed of is to btiivegn to church!
There is a blue tub labeled for used battieriesrioktine youth table located in the narthex. Just@lour dead
batteries in the tub and your Earthkeeping Committél take them to an approved battery recycliagjlfty. Other
sites for drop off can be found on-line www.accesglcom/YourGovernment/PublicWorks/Guide/Battetigg.

We hope you have found this series useful. Feedisakvays welcome. Just contact a member of ththEseping
committee if you have other useful ideas or suggest



