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Christ Lutheran Church                                  December 2011   

 BRANCH THE   

The Word Became Flesh é 

by Gary Sironen, Minister of Music 
 

One of the hallmarks of the Lutheran faith is that we see the Word of God as more than just the written Word. 

God gave his people the written Word through Moses in the form of the Torah (Law), and again through the 

Prophets. But it wasnôt enough. According to the Gospel of John, the Word was with God in the beginning, 

before the Torah, the Word was God then, and the Word became flesh, one of us. Thatôs what happened on 

that first Christmas. Beyond that, as Luther pointed out, Godôs Spirit is the Word dwelling within us, helping 

us to understand the written Word as we read it, guiding and comforting us in all situations. God, Godôs Word, 

is so much more than we can fathom. 
 

We have ample opportunity to contemplate and celebrate the Word becoming flesh. Each Sunday morning, we 

worship together to recall and remember as a community the promises of God that lead to this moment in 

time. On Sunday, December 11 at 5:30 p.m., the Sunday School children will grace us with their interpretation 

of the Christmas Story. On Sunday, December 18 at 7:00 p.m., the musical ensembles of Christ Lutheran will 

host a Festival of Christmas Anthems and Carols. 
 

On Christmas Eve, we have three opportunities to worship and celebrate 

together: 5:00, 7:00 and 11:00. The 5:00 service will be planned to better 

accommodate families with young children; however, we will not serve 

communion at that service. We will celebrate communion during worship at     

7 and 11 p.m., which will both be candlelight services. After Christmas, our 

Sunday worship services focus on the revelation or light (Epiphany) that is 

the result of Godôs Word becoming flesh. 
 

In a rare confluence of religious and secular calendars, Christmas and New Yearôs Day both fall on Sundays. 

For a number of reasons, not the least of which is the difficulty in finding available pulpit supply over the 

holidays, we will hold just one service on Christmas Day (a service of Lessons and Carols) and on New 

Yearôs Day, both of which will be held at 10:00 a.m. Later that month, on January 22, we will again hold a 

single worship service at 10:00, followed by our Annual Congregational Meeting. In between and thereafter, 

we will again be worshipping as usual at 9:00 and 11:15 with Sunday School between services. 
 

As we continue to seek new pastoral leadership, we encourage you to support each other in regular worship, to 

be active in committees, musical ensembles and educational opportunities, and to continue to keep your 

commitments in worship volunteer positions. We especially need each other as Godôs hands and feet during 

this time of waiting and anticipation in our ministry. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
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Cookie Walk 2011 
 

Sunday, December 11, 2011 

between services 

in the narthex.  
  

All baked items are welcome.  

 

The goodies will be displayed on tables 

you walk around, pick,  

and purchase by the pound! 

 

Proceeds from the cookie walk  

will benefit the  

50th Anniversary Fund of CLC 

Help make this a great event.  

 

We need lots of bakers to make 

wonderful, mouth- watering, yummy 

cookies and lots of buyers.  
 

Contact chairperson 

Joan Nichols 

724-6462.  
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December 11, 2011 

5:30 p.m.  

We would like to welcome the congregation  

to our annual Sunday School Christmas program. 
 

The kids are looking forward to sharing the story of two allergic shepherds who come to understand Godôs 

amazing love as they get to share in the story of our Saviorôs birth. Wonôt you come and join us?  

 

Our program will also include a chance for everyone to join in singing some of our favorite Christmas 

carols and hear our 5th and 6th graders play the chimes, with refreshments and fellowship to be shared at the 

end of our evening together.  So, make sure to include this program in your Christmas season celebration 

plans! 
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Sunday, December 18, 2011 

7:00 p.m. 
 

featuring 
 

  Junior Choir  

   Handbell Choir  

    Worship Choir  

     and much more 

 

An evening of Christmas anthems 

and sing-along Christmas Carols. 
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One serviceOne serviceOne service   
10:00 a.m.10:00 a.m.10:00 a.m.   

Christmas Day 

One service  

10:00 a.m. 

 


