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NONPROFIT ORG. 
 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI . 
 

PERMIT #1158 

Christ Lu heran Church� �������������������������������������
2350 44th Street SW 
Wyoming, MI 49519  

ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

�

December 13 
Cookie Walk 

5:00 p.m. ~ Sunday School Program 
 

December 20 
7:00 p.m. ~ Festival of Christmas Joy 

 
December 24 

  5:00 p.m. ~ Family Worship 
  7:00 p.m. ~ Traditional  Worship 
   11:00 p.m. ~ Candlelight  Worship 
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For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 
a righteousness that is by faith from first to last just as it 
is written: “ The righteous will live by faith.” 
                                                      Romans  1:17    
 
As Martin Luther read and reflected on Paul’s words, he 
was overcome by the powerful revelation that 
righteousness is not about punitive justice condemning 
sinners. Rather, righteousness is God’s freely granted 
gift to sinners based on Christ’s sacrifice and received 
by faith. From this realization, Luther proceeded to 
develop the hallmark doctrine of “justification by faith 
alone”. This doctrine is perhaps best expressed in the 
words of the old hymn: 
   

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood 
and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on 
Jesus’ name. 

On Christ the solid rock I stand. All other ground 
is sinking sand. 

 

Since its beginning, Christ Lutheran Church has always 
stood on Christ as its solid rock and it always will. 
 
This summer, at its national assembly, the ELCA 
approved a newly amended social statement on 
sexuality and ministry practices relating to that 
statement. The social statement addressed a broad range 
of issues related to sexuality, but also dealt specifically 
with homosexuality. In that regard the statement 
affirmed that Lutherans hold a variety of views. The 
related ministry policies paved the way for 
congregations to (eventually) call homosexual persons 
who are in a committed, monogamous, life-long 
relationship to serve as a lay or ordained leader of the 
congregation. This is a radical departure from the 
previous practices of the church. Reaction to the passing 

of this statement and policies has been diverse 
throughout the ELCA and within our own 
congregation.  
 
In October, a letter was presented to the council from 
several members of the congregation with concerns 
about the ELCA changes. They petitioned council to 
form a sub-committee whose purpose it would be to 
“determine the like-mindedness of our congregation 
concerning the sexuality statement. “This would be 
accomplished by polling the membership on their 
opinions concerning the statement. 
 
This petition was discussed extensively at both the 
October and November council meetings. It became 
clear to us that we, as individual council members,  
hold different personal views on the sexuality issue and 
in other areas as well. Opinions expressed by the 
membership to us both as individual council members 
and collectively diverged as well. It became evident 
that there is no singular like-mindedness of the 
congregation concerning this issue. We respect and 
accept that our members hold differing views. It is the 
conclusion of the council that polling the congregation 
on the sexuality issue would not yield any new 
information and would be polarizing and divisive to the 
congregation.  
 
In 2 Corinthians 5, St. Paul writes  

17… if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us. 

continued on page 2 
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CLC Council  - continued ����

Scripture makes clear that the fundamental work of God is to be found in drawing together those who are separated 
from God and from each other. That work of reconciliation that was the singular mission of Jesus Christ in our world 
has been entrusted now to us. Accordingly, we, as the elected leaders of this congregation, agree that any and all 
actions we take must promote unity of the whole congregation as its end result. We are called to serve Christ and the 
entire membership of the church. We pledge to listen to and seek feedback from our members and to promote 
reconciliation of differences as a means to this end. Wherever each of us might find ourselves regarding this issue or 
any other, we pray that our entire congregation might always be of one mind and heart on this one thing:  

Jesus Christ is “the solid rock on which we stand.”  
                                           submitted by CLC Council 

14-year-old Volunteer 
                    Sets A Great Example 
Submitted by Doug Lachniet, Director of Major /Planned 
Gifts, Lutheran Social Services of Michigan 
 
It’s not something you expect to see, a teenager 
hanging out with the senior residents at MapleCreek in 
Grand Rapids, but Rachel Sironen, 14, has doing this 

for two years.  
 
“Rachel primarily volunteers 
at The Lodge, and 
sometimes at The Woods,” 
said Rev. Rebecca Ebb-
Speese (Pastor Becky). “She 
started volunteering when 
she was a confirmation 
student and chose me to be 
her mentor.” 
 

Rachel admits to being a little scared at first. “After 
talking to Pastor Becky, I found out this was normal 
for everyone, because they don’t know what to 
expect,” Rachel said, “But I have made new friends 
and I feel like I’m always welcome. I don’t get to go 
much during the school year, but in the summer I go 
once a week.” 

“The residents love to have her come,” Pastor Becky 
observes. “Rachel is very comfortable talking with 
them, and she takes an interest in the people who 
seem to have the least social skills. The activity staff 
appreciates her help, too.”  
 
Rachel is the daughter of Gary Sironen, the music 
director at Christ Lutheran in Wyoming. She really 
enjoys helping Pastor Becky with worship and 
communion services. “It’s really cool when 
everyone in the room sings,” Rachel said, “because 
you see all their faces light up. They know they are 
in the presence of the Lord.” 
 
“If you were to ask me what I do, I would honestly 
tell you, not much,” Rachel said. “Anyone can 
volunteer; it doesn’t have to only be adults. The 
residents love kids. But I think the main thing they 
like is just having someone to talk to.” 
 
Be a volunteer:  
MapleCreek: Sharon Munson at 616-284-5775 or 
smuns@lssm.org  
LSSM Foster Care: Joan Lutke at 616-356-1934 / 
jlutk@lssm.org 
LSSM Refugee Services: Chris Cavanaugh  at 
616-356-1934 / ccava@lssm.org 
 

 

�Cookies for Vets 

December 13 
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Gary Sironen - Minister of Music 

From Darkness to Light 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light” says the prophet Isaiah. Pastor and I have talked 
about the music for worship during the season of 
Advent many times over the years, and we understand 
the desire to sing the great Christmas carols in church 
that we hear everywhere from 
Thanksgiving through Christmas 
Day. And we’ll try to include a few 
during Advent this year. 
 
But here is what is happening 
theologically. While the world 
celebrates and gorges on Christmas 
(or the “Happy Holidays”) the entire 
month before and then drops it like 
yesterday’s leftovers on December 
26, the church is remembering the 
anticipation and longing that would 
become Christmas, the desire and 
need for a Savior who came into the world in a most 
unexpected way – as a baby born in a barn to an unwed 
mother. 
 
The people of Israel were in darkness, having lost their 
homeland and finding themselves dispersed throughout 
the Middle East. We, as God’s people, were lost in the 
darkness of sin, unable to save ourselves. It got so bad 
that God had to come down and be one of us, to be the 
light that would shine in our darkness, to lead us back to 
the light of his love. 
 

When Christmas Eve and Christmas Day finally do 
come, the church celebrates for almost two weeks (12 
days, actually), and then celebrates for another couple 
of months the Epiphany, the coming of the light, the 
revelation that God is with us, has saved us, and will 
never leave us. In fact, the day to celebrate the birth 

of Christ was intentionally placed by the 
early Church on the day they calculated as 
the day after the shortest day of the year, 
the time when each following day would 
be light a few moments longer that the 
last. 
And so, during Advent we subdue our 
worship space with the color blue and with 
more reflective music, playing out the 
drama that our ancestors in faith lived. 
Even nature cooperates as Christmas Eve 
is (almost) the longest night of the year. 
Then comes the light, brighter colors and 
more celebrative music.  

 
As I said, we’ll schedule a few appropriate Christmas 
carols during Advent, but we ask you to, at least in 
worship, try to wait, to hold back just a little. Feel the 
anticipation, the excitement that is building as 
Christmas Day approaches. We’ll even hold a kids 
Christmas program on Sunday, Dec. 13 and a 
“Festival of Christmas Music” on Dec. 20 to help you 
out. Then come and worship on Christmas Eve and 
especially on Sunday morning, Dec. 27 as we 
celebrate with a worship service of lessons and carols. 
 

And have a blessed Christmas!  

Handbell Choir News 
 

We will be needing ringers in both choirs beginning in January. Some schedules have changed, and we have some 
snowbirds. If you are a former ringer or would like to learn, we can use you beginning with the January 11 rehearsal.  
We meet on Monday nights, at 6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The later group rings a little more advanced music. Please 
contact Marilyn if you can fit bell choir into your schedule. We'd love to have you, we strive for good music and have 
a good time together. Marilyn's phone is 531-4703 and e mail address is burgardm@sbcglobal.net. These are also 
found in the bulletin each Sunday. 
  
We have an exciting new development!!! A quartet of ringers has begun rehearsing after our regular practices on 
Monday night. These four people are ringing almost all the bells in our set - usually rung by 9 to 11 folks. You will 
be hearing them ring in church before long.  
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 Council Minutes - November 
 

Your council met on November 10, 2009 where we discussed and dealt with several things. 
 

�� The 2010 budget is being finalized and our treasurer, Jim Barritt, discussed the financial state of the church in our 
meeting, which is relatively good since we have kept expenses lower than our budgeted amount this year. For 
further detail on 2009 and the budget for 2010, please watch for our Financial and Annual report which will be 
coming out in January 2010.   

�� We will be holding our council elections on December 6th and the ballot is almost finalized at this point. 
�� The council continued discussion on a letter received from a group of members at CLC concerning the social 

statement released by the ELCA this summer. A response will be published in the December edition of The Branch 
and in other communications. 

�� The Call Committee for the associate pastor position has been formed and the council is thrilled with the wonderful 
group of people that have stepped forward to do this work. Thank you to all of those who responded to this call! 

 

Copies of the official minutes for the November 10, 2009 council meeting will be available upon request after they 
are officially approved at the December council meeting.  Please contact the church office at 532-2774 to receive an 
e-mailed or hard copy. 

Council President 
 

What a year it has been …  I can’t believe that my term as council president is at an end. It has been a blessing to 
serve in this role and it has allowed me to get to know so many members of our CLC family in a more meaningful 
way, and I treasure those opportunities. It also has given me many ideas for how I may continue to serve our Lord 
through our church’s ministries, and I am excited about these new experiences. 
 
As for our council from 2009, I cannot say enough about the people that I have served with this past year. We 
strived as a group to fulfill the goals that we set early in on the year. We wanted to work on communication to the 
congregation, and I believe we have been successful here. Through all manner of avenues, we have tried to keep the 
congregation aware and involved in the decisions that our council has faced. We also worked on keeping our 
meetings focused and guiding and supporting the various committees of CLC. I know that the next council will 
continue to move forward with these goals and make even more progress in 2010. 
 
We have an important year ahead of us as we look to call an associate pastor and continue to find ways to best serve 
our Lord by helping to meet the needs of our members, our community, and our world. In these 
trying times, the ministries of Christ Lutheran Church are incredible examples of God’s love for his 
people shown through our Personal Care Pantry, Wee Care, and so many other groups. Because of all 
of these issues, we will need to support and pray for our incoming council and help our church to 
move forward.   
 
Once again, thank you for the opportunity to serve in this role and I look forward to seeing you at 
church… without my council badge on!  �   God is surely good! 
 

Peace, 
 

Sarah McKenney 

�

If you would like to contribute to a fund to purchase church staff Christmas gifts, 
please put your donation in a separate CLEARLY labeled envelope (write “staff 
gifts donation” on it) and put in the offering plate during the month of December. 
The last Sunday this will be collected will be December 21st. Thank you!            �
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charged, the battery would “remember” the previous discharge state and would only discharge to that level again, thus 
requiring more frequent charges.  (Note:  the “memory effect” claim is controversial and is not universally accepted.)  
Worst of all is the fact that NiCd batteries contain Cadmium, which is a highly toxic metal and is even outlawed in 
some countries. 
 
NiCd batteries have mostly been replaced by Nickel-Metal Hydride (NiMH) cells.  They are available at almost any 
store that sells batteries and are available in most major brands (Rayovac, Duracell, Energizer, etc).  They do not con-
tain Cadmium so their disposal is not as big of an environmental concern.  NiMH batteries also perform very well in 
high-discharge devices, though not quite as well as NiCd batteries do.  Another advantage of NiMH batteries is that the 
voltage is fairly steady through most of the discharge cycle, so your devices operate even more consistently over the 
entire battery life.  The “memory effect” is not as much of an issue with these batteries.  These batteries also have dis-
advantages.  Like NiCd batteries, they are sold in an uncharged state.  Standard NiMH batteries also suffer from a high 
self-discharge rate, even more so than NiCd batteries.  I’ve personally found that my camera often will not work with 
NiMH batteries that were completely charged and then left in the camera for a month.  This self-discharge characteris-
tic makes these batteries a poor choice for low-discharge devices, where you would expect batteries to last for many 
months.  These batteries can also be damaged by reverse charging following a complete discharge. 
 
In 2005, low self-discharge NiMH batteries entered the market and are becoming the new standard for rechargable bat-
teries.  These batteries are sold in a fully charged state, and thus can be used right out of the package.  Once charged, 
these batteries will maintain the majority of their charge for months, making them a much better candidate for use in 
low-discharge devices.  They still perform well in high-discharge devices like standard NiMH batteries.  On the down-
side, these batteries have a lower charge capacity than standard NiMH batteries (typically 2000mAh for AA battery, vs 
2700 mAh for standard NiMH AA battery).  If you use the batteries immediately until the batteries are dead, you 
would notice that your device did not run as long.  However, this is not much of a problem if the battery is not used 
immediately.  Standard NiMH batteries can lose 5-10% of their charge just one day after a recharge, so you could actu-
ally get more use out of the low self-discharge battery if used over a period of several days.  How can you recognize 
these in the store?  Look for NiMH batteries that have the words “Hybrid” or “Pre-Charged” on the package. 
 
Next month we'll discuss battery chargers and give some tips for how to charge your rechargeable batteries. 

Earthkeeping - continued 

During this flu season, we are taking every precaution regarding your health. Pastors, altar 
guild members on duty, acolytes, and communion assistants, have been instructed to use 
the hand sanitizers that have been placed on the pulpit and lectern shelf and at the ushers 
cabinet in the narthex before assisting with Holy Communion. 

Thank you for helping with the Operation Christmas Child - 
shoebox ministry. A total of 27 shoeboxes were collected. 
We can only imagine the smiles that will be on each 
of these children’s faces when they receive their 
shoebox.   Sara Rice 

Dear Church Family: 
Thank you for all the cards, calls and prayers during my recent occurrence with 
breast cancer. Your care and kindness is deeply appreciated. A special thank you 
to Arlene Slagh for being there and helping me during this time.   Georgia Cutler 
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Rechargeable Batteries 
(article #1 – the battery market) 

 
Portable electronic devices (digital cameras, cell phones, MP3 players, GPS units, video game controllers, etc) all 
have something in common - they need batteries. Many of today’s devices have built-in rechargeable batteries. How-
ever, a lot of electronic devices require AA or AAA batteries. Rechargeable AA/AAA batteries are a nice alternative 
to disposable batteries. These batteries can be recharged hundreds of times, thus keeping many disposable batteries 
from landfills. 
 
Different devices place different demands on batteries. Some devices are high-discharge devices, meaning they draw 
a lot of electrical current and thus put a higher demand on batteries. The best example of a high discharge device is a 
digital camera, but other examples include CD players, FRS radios and handheld video games. Most other devices are 
low-discharge devices. They draw a lower amount of electrical current and are easier on batteries. Good examples of 
these are clocks, remote controls, and AM/FM radios. As you’ll learn, some devices work BETTER with recharge-
able batteries than they do with standard disposable alkaline batteries. 
 
Your Earthkeeping Committee encourages the use of rechargeable batteries as a way of protecting our environment.  
Disposable batteries are NOT environmentally friendly since they use a lot of chemicals. Unfortunately, many folks 
have not had positive experiences with rechargeable batteries. 
 
Some of the common complaints are: 1) they go bad long before the number of charges the manufacturer advertised, 
2) when I finally need to use my camera, the fully charged batteries I just put in a few days ago are already dead, 3) 
they don’t last as long as the disposable alkalines. 
 
Three common reasons for these complaints are: 1) old technology, 2) improper application, 3) improper charging. 
 
We would like to address these issues in a series of articles over the next few months. These articles will help you get 
the most out of your rechargeable batteries. In this issue, we’ll discuss the current battery market. What is available 
today and what are the advantages over previous generations of rechargeable batteries? 
 
Let us discuss disposable batteries first. Alkaline batteries are the standard today due to superior performance over 
the old carbon zinc batteries. Disposable alkalines have a low self discharge rate. That means that they have great 
shelf life (years in some cases), making them great for emergency flashlights and other devices that get infrequent 
use. They last a long time in low-discharge devices. They come fully charged, so they can be used right off the store 
shelf. There are disadvantages as well. Disposable alkaline batteries have a high internal resistance, meaning that they 
drop a lot of voltage under high current and thus do not last long in high-discharge devices. They are also expensive; 
price per use is much higher than for rechargeable batteries. There is a newer disposable battery called Oxy Nickel 
(Nickel Oxyhydroxide) that is designed for digital cameras, but they are more expensive than alkalines. Rechargeable 
alkaline batteries also exist. Like disposable alkaline batteries, they come fully charged and have great shelf life. Un-
fortunately, they cannot be recharged as many times as other rechargeable batteries, and they don't charge well fol-
lowing a deep discharge. They also have the same problems powering high-discharge devices. Because of this, re-
chargeable alkalines have failed to become popular. 
 
Some of the first rechargeable batteries on the market were nickel cadmium (NiCd) batteries. These batteries have a 
much lower internal resistance than alkaline batteries and therefore offer good performance in high-discharge de-
vices. The voltage does not drop as steeply as it does in alkalines, thus providing a more consistent device perform-
ance over the entire battery life. However, they have some significant disadvantages. They are sold in an uncharged 
state and must be fully charged before their first use. If not used regularly, they can develop internal short circuits and 
fail much earlier than the manufacturer’s claim. They also have a high self discharge rate, meaning that they lose 
charge even when not in use. Complete discharge in devices with two or more batteries can cause reverse charging of 
the weakest battery, damaging the battery and reduce its life. There is also a school of thought that these batteries suf-
fer from a “memory effect”, which means that if a battery was frequently charged before being completely dis-

Earthkeeping 

continued on page 9 
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2010 Flower Charts are posted in the Narthex to the right of the kitchen 
window. The price of each arrangement is $18.00. You may purchase an 
arrangement to honor family or friend for a special occasion or dedicate it in 

memory of a loved one. Next to the date note the occasion and your name. The arrangement will be available for 
pick up from the coffee table after the service you designated. 
 

A notice will be sent to your home address with an envelope clearly marked with your name, the date you 
selected, amount you need to enclose to cover the cost of the arrangement. You may place your payment envelope 
in the offering plate on any Sunday, or send your payment via mail if you are not able to attend a service.   
 
We need your help! It has become increasingly important that you use the envelope sent to you so that you are 
credited for your purchase. If you fail to use the envelope provided, you may receive a second notice that payment 
has not been received by the accountant. We are not able to track cash dropped into the offering plate, nor can we 
guarantee that payment placed in a pew envelope and marked simply ‘flowers’ without your name and date of 
purchase, will be credited to you either.  Thank you for your help.  

���������	�
������
�����
��
���������

����
In past years we had offered our members the opportunity to purchase a plant to honor 
or be in memory of a loved one for the Christmas Eve services. After the Christmas Eve 
service, those that purchased were encouraged to take them home for Holiday 
enjoyment. Due to the many plants that were left over and had to be discarded, we made 
a change in procedure last year. 
 

The Altar Guild will purchase several large traditional poinsettia plants to be placed in 
front of the altar, lectern, and pulpit area. Envelopes will be placed in the pews as in the 
past. Rather then ordering a specific plant in a specific size, we are suggesting that you 
make a contribution in any amount that you are able to offset the cost of the entire 

display. We still encourage you to make your contribution in memory of a loved one or to honor someone, so please 
note the names on the envelope, and they will be listed in the bulletin, as in past years. 
  

We still encourage you to take a plant home with you so we do not have to discard them.  Transport sleeves will be 
available in the Sacristy to protect your plant during transit. 

The Christmas Holidays Can Be Painful 
 

The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of painful 
loneliness and emptiness for those who have suffered 
a loss or who are going through a difficult time. But 
help is available. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 
provide confidential, one-to-one, Christian care. They 
will listen, care, encourage, pray with and for you, and 
support you through the holidays and as long as your 
need persists. If you or someone you know is hurting, 
find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with 
Pastor Brown, Julie Menacher or myself.  

Our Stephen Ministers are there to care! 
Caring for Others in Christ, 
Renee Green 

Stephen Ministry  
Julie Menacher  

     Shirley Brower       Art Lilly 

Pat Johnson 

      Hazel Rouker 

Renee Green 
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What do teenage boys, football, trout, and a Christmas Bowl all have in common? 
Well to really find out you will have to read The Great Christmas Bowl. 
 
Marianne Wallace is focused on two things this holiday season: planning the 
greatest family Christmas ever and cheering on her youngest son’s team in their bid 
for the state championship. Disaster strikes when the team loses their mascot-the 
Trout. Is it going too far to ask her to don the costume? And what about her 
husband volunteering her to organize the church Christmas tea, what was he 
thinking?? When football playoffs start ramping up, the Christmas tea starts falling 
apart. Then, one by one her children tell her they can’t come home for Christmas. 
As life starts to unravel, will Marianne remember the true meaning of the holidays?  
Marianne learns that our plans may not be God’s plans, but wherever God shows 
up it is so much better. 
 

For those that love the book and want to discuss their favorite parts, 
we will have a gathering in late January.   

Look for information coming soon! 
 

The Winter Read is open to everyone! 
Men, Women, Couples, Families, Seniors and Teens  

Everyone will appreciate this great story! 
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                       Sunday, December 13 
                                                between services - in the narthex.  
 

All baked items are welcome. The goodies will be displayed on tables 
you walk around, pick, and purchase by the pound! Proceeds from 
the cookie walk, along with matching funds from Thrivent, will 
benefit the Personal Care Pantry this year. 
 

Help make this a great event. We need lots of bakers to make 
wonderful, mouth- watering, yummy cookies and lots of buyers. 
Watch for posters and sign up sheets.  
 

Contact chairperson, Joan Nichols with questions, 667-8764.  
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… a Christmas celebration of the birth of Christ for 
all members of God’s creation!  

December 13, 2009  at  5:00 p.m.  

Keenagers - join us for our Christmas Breakfast 
on Wednesday, December 9 at 9:00 a.m.  here at 
Christ Lutheran Church.  Bring a dish to pass. 
We’ll also participate in a “White Elephant” gift 
exchange, so bring your best gift! Questions, 
contact Arlene Slagh, Joy Johnson or Pat Potter.  

�

5:00 service will be geared toward families with young 
children with musical offerings by the Junior and 
Cherub Choirs. 
 

7:00 service we will hold candle light service. The 
Hand Bell Choir and an instrumental ensemble will 
add seasonal music to our worship. 
 

11:00 service we’ll also have a candle light service 
with the Worship Choir help lead the singing.. 
 

We will not be holding  a  
Christmas morning service this year. 


