Dear Members and Friends of CLC,

| consider it a privilege and a joy as well as aaes responsibility to have
been entrusted by our Synod and your church cotmbiégin serving as you
interim minister. New pastoral beginnings are alsvag odd mixture of
exciting anticipation and anxiety, relief and hasdn, exhilaration and
weariness. As | write this article for the Aprisige ofThe Branch have only
been with you for one week — not a lot of timeriwg to really know much
about anything concerning all of you as a congiegair for you to know

and become acquainted with the variety of ministti@t you have develope
over the years here at Christ. Butavemade a beginning and so have you, so here wéogether on a
journey of faith, moving toward the time when yoill Wwe ready as a community of faith to call a new
pastor.

Becausententional interim ministrydoes not have a long-standing tradition within EBh&A or its
predecessor Lutheran church bodies, | thoughtghitie useful for me to share a brief overviewhef t
“hows” and “whys” of interim ministry.

Many of you who are long-time Lutherans, or havikeaominational background other than Lutheran,
be more accustomed with the practice of fillingaatpral vacancy as quickly as possible and jusiguesi
“rent-a-preacher” to care for Sunday worship sa&wim the meantime. However, past experience has
proven the wisdom of a congregation taking its tamd making the effort to do some genuine self-
assessment, reviewing its own strengths and wea&sgand engaging in conversation together as a
congregation about their future ministry, missigoals and pastoral needs. Too often when this dias n
been done the new pastor ends up having to unregdgszare for left over “baggage” or is often uinlfia
compared with the previous pastor and they neves Bdair opportunity to implement their own visifaon
ministry in a new place. These are pastoral carscand issues more appropriate for an interim rt@niso
care for before a new pastor is called.
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Let me list some of the primary goals |, along withur council and other lay leadership, will seekdcus
upon during my interim ministry here at CLC:

1.

. Resolve Feelings of Grief

Maintain the Viability of the Congregation

The ongoing programs and worship life of a congtieq are vital to its health and strength as a
community of faith. We will continue to support thealthy programs already in place and allow
others that no longer appear to be serving theséey were originally created to serve to eithe
cease or work to transform them in order to makentimore meaningful.

. Clarify the Mission of the Congregation

There are always feelings of loss when a pastweseor leaves to assume a new call elsewhere
especially when that ministry has been blessedemygbwell received, appreciated, productive, a
vibrant. The physical time given between pastaraas well as opportunities to express feelings
loss or regret, even anger or disappointment, ismportant stage of the interim process betweer
pastorates.

. Deal With Special Needs of a Congregation

of

We need to be reminded that as Christians weexeeth serve, not only to be served. What are {he

needs of the local community in which we are lodaté&/hat is changing? How might we need td
change the focus of our mission to the communityiad us in order to be meet and serve their
physical and spiritual needs? The interim timeni®pportunity to reevaluate what we have beer]
doing and what we may need to do to remain vitdlr@tevant.

. Emphasize Fellowship and Reconciliation

Every congregation is different. As an “outsidan’interim minister can enter a congregational
system with new eyes and perspectives toward afeamflict that are present and work togethe
with the lay leadership to effect beneficial chagad improve the general health of a congregs

-

tion.

A congregation that knows how to play and laugletber possesses a most valuable trait that goes

a long way toward providing the resilience it takesacknowledge and deal with areas of difficul
or change. Opportunity for members-at-large to egpiconcerns within an atmosphere of

acceptance and fellowship is foundational for gatieg the level of trust and safety necessary tq
tackle difficult issues.

Strengthen Denominational Ties

An interim minister receives his/her official “caftfom the Synod Council and as such personally

maintains a good relationship with the denomina#ind will encourage a local congregation to
participate in denominational wide activities amdgrams.

In particular | am well aware that there has bemnessignificant expression of anger, frustratiof

and distrust among the membership of CLC over thar€hwide Assembly’s decision to move
toward accepting the ordination of gays and lesbiano have developed a committed, life-long
monogamous relationship with a same-sex partn@po@unity will be provided to continue our
conversations as a congregation toward listeniranganother, healing divisions that may havd
occurred, and work toward understanding what itmaga continue being a community of faith
that is composed of a broad spectrum of opinioangigg this issue and decision.

-continued
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7. Increase the Potential for a Successful Mipisyrthe Next Regular Pastor
Ultimately, as the interim pastor, | will be mosincerned with helping CLC become the
strongest and healthiest congregation it is ableetm preparation for its reception of a new
pastor and your common commitment to engage imefuteire together.

This has been a rather lengthy introductory “P&stdessage” for this month’s newsletter. Don’t wo#
future articles won't be nearly this long. Howeviewanted to give as complete an overview as |d¢col
that all of you will have a good general understagaf what it means to have arterim ministry
preceding your eventual call of a neettledpastor.

Please join me in praying that our God will blegs time together, our growth together, our healing
together, and our journey together as pastor aogdle®f God.

Peace and joy,
Pastor Mike
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WeeCare oversees the Ink Cartage recycle andgosived a total of $224.90! Kee
bringing in your ink cartages ... every cartage aguls

A fundraiser for our Youth & Family is the PapematAlthough the cost of
recyclable paper has decreased, CLC still wastaldellect $201.76 this last quart

Another fundraiser for the youth is the Meijer coomty awards. For the last quart
the youth received $100.79.

Great job at recycling!
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Thank you so much to all who provided so much ntrgaand inspiration to our Lenten worship through
the sharing of your gifts:

1) to Pam Mueller and the drama team for theirpretations of the Sunday Scripture Lessons;

2) to those who assisted in the chanting of Psalmasliturgy at our mid-week services;

3) to the choirs, musicians and their directors Vifted us up with their music;

4) to Kristen Thornton for her artistic displays;

5) and to all who continued in their ongoing seevis ushers, readers, communion assistants,

nursery attendants, altar guild, sound and videlbst@and greeters.

All of these things are so important to our congtexn on a regular basis and especially for visitty
whom we only have one chance to give a first imgicgs Each service you provide is an integral part
the whole that leads to meaningful worship andcttramunication of God’s Word.

If you are reading this before Easter, | hope yake tfull advantage of our Holy Week services and
Easter morning worship, and that you join the Wigr€shoir at the 9:00 and/or 11:15 service in siggin
the “Hallelujah! Chorus” from Handel’'s “Messiahfite friends and relatives who know this piece to
join us, as well.

Similar to the season of Epiphany that follows €tmias, the lessons for the weeks that follow Easter
Sunday reveal who Jesus was for his disciples dradhe is and what that means for us. Life in Chsist
not an obligation filled with personal sacrificestta life that is filled with joy and fulfillmenii spite of
the struggles and disappointments that may com&vayr | pray that we all experience the peace and
joy of our Savior in our personal lives and as agregation in the weeks and months to come.
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The Cherub Choir will be singing
“Alive, Alive!”
Easter Sunday Morning at the 11:15 service.
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"In the name of the Father, and of th&on, and of the Holy Spirit." These words begindlaers for
Confession and Forgivenesskmangelical Lutheran Worshifghe rubric that accompanies these
words says®The minister leads the congregation in the invamatThe sign of the cross may be made
by all in remembrance of their Baptism."

As this invocation is made, an increasing numbeérutifierans trace the sign of the cross over their
bodies from forehead to breast, then from shoutehoulder; and others trace a small cross on thei
foreheads.

The sign of the cross, whether traced over the loodyn the forehead, is a sign and remembrance of
Baptism. The sign of the cross is ecumenical, & i used by the Orthodox, Roman Catholics,
Lutherans, and Episcopalians, and is slowly inénggi® use among mainline Protestants. It is also a
remembrance of the death and resurrection of otd:lthe center of our faith.

The sign of the cross is a treasured part of eunglical heritage as Lutherans, because the peactic
was encouraged and used by Martin Luther himseathér made provisions for using the sign of the
cross on at least four occasions.

The text of Luther’'s 1526 Order of Baptism called the sign of the cross to be made over the
candidate as a part of Baptism. "Receive the sigheoholy cross on both your forehead and your
breast"(Luther’s Work$3:107).

In his order for the Ordination of Ministers of tiéord, Luther says of the benediction: "The
ordinator blesses them with the sign of the cr@issther's Works53:126).

Luther instructed his followers to make the sigriha cross at both the beginning and the end of the
day as a beginning to daily prayers. In the Smatk€hism, in the section on morning and evening
prayers Luther says: "When you get out of bed,dy@sirself with the holy cross and say ‘In the
name of God, the Father, the Son, and the HolyitSAmen." This same instruction is given for
bedtime.

At Christ Lutheran Church, this is an optional ptiae among worshippers that many find helpful.
Some make the sign of the cross during the Invarcati Greeting near the beginning of worship,
during the Benediction near the end of worship, aodasionally at other times. For the full text of
this article, visit the ELCA website http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/L eang-
Center/FAQs/Sign-of-the-Cross.aspx
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HO]..Y WEEK During Holy Week, we will worship at 7:00 p.m. on Maundy
—] =y | Thursday, April 1; 7:00 p.m. on Good Friday, April 2.

Our Easter Vigil will begin following the Good Friday service and
| | continue all day and evening Saturday until sunris®n Easter Sunday.

On Easter Sundayjwe will hold a Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m.,
followed by Easter worship at 9:00 and 11:15. Pleagoin us for this most

HIP SCHEDULE festive occasion of the church year.

WORS
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This will be our theme verse this year as we hargrdorest adventure here at Christ Lutheran amd8y,
August & through Thursday, August £2 We will come together each evening from 6:0868m and
we are looking forward to welcoming all childrerea (three) years old to those enterifigjtade.
Please keep watch for our continued announcemenisfbrmation on registering your children, dooati
needs, and the many volunteers we will need to rtfakaministry run. If you are interested in gedfi
involved with the planning of VBS, please contaataéh McKenney at 534-8080CKENNEYSJ@yahoo.com

In the past, we have asked one or two people td bpahe VBS event,
but this year we are looking to have a group effortulfill the idea of “many hands make light wdrk

We have a GREAT group of people working on this nbut it's not too late to become a part of this
planning process. Could you help with some of tla@mng aspects of this event? Are you willing to
volunteer during the actual week of VBS? If yowénguestions about this or would like to offer ytiore
and talents to this ministry, feel free to contaatah McKenney at 534-8060 dCKENNEYSJ@yahoo.com




And Jesus took a child and put him in the midsthexh,
and taking him in his arms, he said to them,
"Whoever receives one such child in my name reseng
and whoever receives me, receives not me but horseit me."Mark 9:36-37

Remember, God is with you as you consider the foleng nursery needs:

Nursery Volunteers for Easter Needed.

Our babies need your care for the Easter CelelnraBovices. Please sign up at the youth table maco
Vicki Blubaugh (261-5396) if you are willing to lzeNursery Caregiver at either service, 9:00 or3.1t1
is a wonderful way to brighten the day of familish little ones.

Nursery Coordinators Needed.

The Youth and Family committee is looking for omeéweo people to oversee
the operation of our nursery. The coordinators Waunkate a volunteer
schedule of members willing to be nursery caregivéhe same individual or
another coordinator would make sure the play itaressanitized on a regular
bases and keep necessary supplies stocked. Bfesseto Vicki Blubaugh if
you are interested or need further details to naa#tecision.

Volunteers for Sunday Nursery.

Do you like to play with little ones? Do you like rock and hug babies? Please offer your care by
signing up as a nursery volunteer for either @001:15 back at the youth table. We are updating
volunteer list at this time. Thanks for your help!
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Why the Hunger Walk?
According to a September 2009 United Nations Replespite a record
number of people suffering from hunger, food aidtia 20-year low due
to the poor global economy.

The resultMore than 1 billion people across the world vidite hunger this
year.

That's why Walk with us
A message from Dave:

| am going to be recruiting walkers and collectpigdges again this year
for the annual Grace Hunger Walk. If you would ltkewalk let me know
as soon as possible. Information packets and plelgets are available
for those who would like to walk. Updates will appeweekly in the
bulletin listing those who will be walking - an gasay to pledge for the
walkers. If you have any questions hunt me dowahatch. | will try to

be around before and after each service. You cancalll me at 457-9792.
\ -Dave Park j
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I thought it might be helpful for me to share samfermation about myself in this issue Tfie Branchso you all
might know something about who | am, where | hagerbin my own journey of faith, and how it is thative now
come to Christ Lutheran Church as your interim grast

I was born on July 9, 1950 in Macomb, IL. My famfjyarents: Ray & Ruth; sister, Jackie; brother,gptiwed in
Galesburg, IL. until 1961 when we moved to Batttegk , MIl. Another sister, Maria, was born in 1968 were
members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Battle Creedre | was confirmed in 1964. | graduated from Bdfireek
Central High School in 1968 and the University dEMgan in 1972 with a degree in Physical Geograguiny
Natural Resources. | had hoped to enter a carasthier the state or national park service. Whileraling the dfM
| was fortunate enough to play in the marching bfandhree years (clarinet) and played in the Réawl Parade
and football game in January 1970.

My plans to enter into park service work never matieed and | ended up working in the Underwritidgpt. of the
home office of Federal Life & Casualty in Battlee€k. It was during this stage of my life that | @edo feel a need
to look beyond my Lutheran faith fsomethingdifferent. Through a series of events | endedegniming a membsg
of the Seventh-day Adventist church in Battle Crédlecame quite active as a member there. Ongdast
evening, following my having given the devotionasaage at a vespers service, the pastor asked madifever
considered studying for the ministry. The thougid maybe crossed my mind once or twice over thesymé# | had
never seriously considered such a calling. He eragma me to pray about it because he sensed lonael gifts for
ministry. | prayed as he suggested and came tovfes | would describe as a “gentle sense of legidio enter intg
studies for the ministry at the Adventist seminainAndrews University in Berrien Springs, Ml. laeived my
Master of Divinity degree in 1978. During my tiraethe seminary | met and married Linda Ernst (1976

=

| was a pastoral intern at Central Seventh-day AtlseChurch here in downtown Grand Rapids for ar wand
received my first call to pastor two congregationthe U.P., Munising and Manistique, in 1980. Ntgtfson, Tim,
was born the very day the moving van arrived to enas north! (That's another story for another t)mieserved
those two congregations for about five years. Myogad son, Matt, was born in Munising in the midaien ice
storm! (Also another story for another time.) Itsaduring my years as pastor in the U.P. that | begdarbor some
doubts and questions regarding my commitment toltiogrines of Seventh-day Adventism. These becaombtd
and questions that | would wrestle with internédly the next 7-8 years.

In 1985 | began serving a congregation in the Fieta for about 2 years and then entered into tabghiaplaincy.
My years of hospital chaplaincy were spent in Mgadrth, TX., Dayton, OH., and eventually back in d&rapids
at Pine Rest Christian Hospital. By this time dllt@me to finally admit to myself that in my hebwas longer a
Seventh-day Adventist. | wanted to return to myheman religious roots. CLC member, Pastor Bediy-Epeese
was also doing some chaplaincy training work aeMRest at this time and she helped introduce réstoop Reg
Holle with whom | consulted about making my traisitinto the ordained ministry of the ELCA. My di&on to
leave the Adventist faith eventually contributedte breakdown of my marriage that resulted invardie in 1990.
As you can imagine, this was a very difficult arebinatic experience for me, my wife, and my twongsons.

My re-ordination as an ELCA minister necessitateme additional seminary coursework which | comgettethe
Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago coupled waityear of supervised pastoral work which | perfedrat St.
John Lutheran Church in Grayling, MI. | was ordalrinto the ministry of the ELCA in 1994 at my énigl home
congregation in Battle Creek and served as pa$tantberan Church of the Savior in Kalamazoo fory&ars.

-continued




Shortly after | arrived as pastor in Kalamazoo swaroduced to Jane Secor by a member of the egagon who
was a co-worker with Jane at the Kalamazoo CoumigltH Dept. Despite the fact that Jane was a gtacdhf
Michigan State University we hit it off right frothe start. We dated for a year and were marrid®9b. Jane is
Registered Nurse and took an early retirement ftrCounty Health Dept. in 2007. She is currenityking
part-time at the campus health departments of Watktern Michigan University and Kalamazoo Colldgg.
oldest son, Tim, lives in Galion, OH where be sues the hiring and training of bakers at fivatef Panera
Bread Restaurants in north-central Ohio. My yoursger, Matt, lives here in Grand Rapids and follaysiaceiving
his Culinary Arts degree from GRJC has worked elsed at Great Lakes Shipping Co., The Blue Watéf,@nd
is currently at Ramona’s Table in Gaslight Village.

Two years ago | felt a need for a change in my shipiwhich resulted in my taking some additionalrtmg for
Intentional Interim Ministry at Gettysburg Luther&eminary. | have served as interim minister ac&itautheran
Church in Hastings for the past 19 months untitivad here at Christ on March 8. For some reasoda k&eps
bringing me back to Grand Rapids!?

As | look back over the years | can now recognzenany ways in which God was always part of my; life
patiently guiding and directing me along paths thatl knew | should follow. Often I think it is onil retrospect
that we recognize and understand how it is that izsdbeen with us. That is why we always walldith never
knowing with_absoluteertainty where it is that God is leading us, tusting that, in fact, God is doing exactly
that. | believe that is also how we have now coonest part of each others’ lives as pastor and @gagion here a
Christ. Together let us keep our hearts and nmopes to God’s continued guidance and directiorlliow lives.

-Pastor Mike

I

Contact Information for Pastor Mike:
Office hours will be Monday through Thursday,
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Office phone number: 532-27|/4

Home address: 78 S. Lake Doster Dr.
Plainwell, Ml 49080

Home Phone; 269-664-3599

Cell Phone: 269-569-1484




-6 $

+' , $
Where will | find someone to call
when | feel like my back is against the wall?
Where will | find someone to share
the brokenness my soul does bear?
Where will | find someone who will understand,
who will listen and maybe hold my hand?
Where will | find someone to help me pray
that I'll get through another day?
Where will I find someone who will help me see,
I'm not alone, it's not just me?
Where will I find someone with an open heart taden
someone | could even call a friend?
Where will | find a Christian brother or sister,
that would be my Stephen Minister?

-Lori Marks, 1992
Submitted by the Stephen Ministry Team at The Nord@resbyterian Church in Darien, Connecticut.

Our Stephen Ministry program here at CLC has baén blessed. Our four trainees have nearly coraplet
their 50 hours of training and will soon be comnussd to be Stephen Ministers, which means thelybail
prepared to provide one on distinctively Christiame to those who are hurting.

If you find yourself now or in the future, facingfttulties in life, please don't suffer alone. @pgour
heart to receiving God's love and grace throughhangerson. Our Stephen Ministry offers the
opportunity of a very confidential relationship wgomeone who will listen to you and provide you
with the care and encouragement you need, whilesGliorks inside to bring rest to your burdenedrhea

For more information, please contact Julie Menaotremyself.
Caring for others in Christ's name,
-Renee Green
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We are looking for an individual, couple, or famity head up the PCP.
system is already in place with a list of volunteszady to assist. We als
have a couple of volunteers who have agreed to ¢éaka portion of the
leadership responsibilities. The need now is foliagson to coordinate
directly with UCOM and our volunteers to make stirat the PCP happen
at Christ Lutheran on the 2nd Monday of each moRtease see Jim War
Mark or Lisa Barnes, or Dave Park for more inforiomt

A special thanks to the Barnes family
for the many years of service in this ministry.

They reached out to our community
as representatives of Christ Lutheran Church
and made a real difference in the lives of mamnyilias.
Mark, Lisa, Nate, Caleb, and Zach
along with many volunteers made it happen.

Let's see if we can keep it going!

-Welfare and Social Concern
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When: June 25, 26 and 27, 2010 K@fe«g s\ \Ne
Where: Camp Concordia in Gowen, Michigan. Coo\‘\ N\ 12
Who: All families, singles, members or non-membgys. AP —
Cost: Cost will be $44 for the weekend ~

Signup:  Fellowship Bulletin Board - outside kitche

Questions: Mary Knappen at 532-4811 or emalil
Imknappen@aol.com 0 @
Please put CLC Camp-out in the message.

my family at Christ Lutheran, for

all of your thoughts, prayers and
cards during the recent passing o
my mother.

-Shonna Peterso"
Church calendar may be found on CLG

website christlutheranwyoming.org
under News and Events.
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