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Dear Members and Friends of CLC, 
 

I consider it a privilege and a joy as well as a serious responsibility to have 
been entrusted by our Synod and your church council to begin serving as your 
interim minister. New pastoral beginnings are always an odd mixture of 
exciting anticipation and anxiety, relief and hesitation, exhilaration and 
weariness. As I write this article for the April issue of The Branch I have only 
been with you for one week – not a lot of time for me to really know much 
about anything concerning all of you as a congregation or for you to know 
much of anything about me as your interim pastor. It takes time to get settled in 
and become acquainted with the variety of ministries that you have developed 

over the years here at Christ. But I have made a beginning and so have you, so here we are, together on a 
journey of faith, moving toward the time when you will be ready as a community of faith to call a new 
pastor. 
 
Because intentional interim ministry does not have a long-standing tradition within the ELCA or its 
predecessor Lutheran church bodies, I thought it might be useful for me to share a brief overview of the 
“hows” and “whys” of interim ministry. 

 
Many of you who are long-time Lutherans, or have a denominational background other than Lutheran, may 
be more accustomed with the practice of filling a pastoral vacancy as quickly as possible and just using a 
“rent-a-preacher” to care for Sunday worship services in the meantime.  However, past experience has 
proven the wisdom of a congregation taking its time and making the effort to do some genuine self-
assessment, reviewing its own strengths and weaknesses, and engaging in conversation together as a 
congregation about their future ministry, mission, goals and pastoral needs. Too often when this has not 
been done the new pastor ends up having to unnecessarily care for left over “baggage” or is often unfairly 
compared with the previous pastor and they never have a fair opportunity to implement their own vision for 
ministry in a new place.  These are pastoral concerns and issues more appropriate for an interim minister  to 
care for before a new pastor is called. 
 

"�����#��$
���%
��

-continued 

�



�

�

Let me list some of the primary goals I, along with your council and other lay leadership, will seek to focus 
upon during my interim ministry here at CLC: 

 
1. Maintain the Viability of the Congregation 
 The ongoing programs and worship life of a congregation are vital to its health and strength as a 

community of faith. We will continue to support the healthy programs already in place and allow 
others that no longer appear to be serving the needs they were originally created to serve to either 
cease or work to transform them in order to make them more meaningful. 

 

2. Resolve Feelings of Grief 
 There are always feelings of loss when a pastor retires or leaves to assume a new call elsewhere, 

especially when that ministry has been blessed by being well received, appreciated, productive, and 
vibrant.  The physical time given between pastorates, as well as opportunities to express feelings of 
loss or regret, even anger or disappointment, is an important stage of the interim process between 
pastorates. 

 

3. Clarify the Mission of the Congregation 
 We need to be reminded that as Christians we are here to serve, not only to be served. What are the 

needs of the local community in which we are located? What is changing? How might we need to 
change the focus of our mission to the community around us in order to be meet and serve their 
physical and spiritual needs? The interim time is an opportunity to reevaluate what we have been 
doing and what we may need to do to remain vital and relevant. 

 

4. Deal With Special Needs of a Congregation 
 Every congregation is different. As an “outsider” an interim minister can enter a congregational 

system with new eyes and perspectives toward areas of conflict that are present and work together 
with the lay leadership to effect beneficial changes and improve the general health of a congregation. 

 

5.  Emphasize Fellowship and Reconciliation 
 A congregation that knows how to play and laugh together possesses a most valuable trait that goes 

a long way toward providing the resilience it takes to acknowledge and deal with areas of difficulty 
or change. Opportunity for members-at-large to express concerns within an atmosphere of 
acceptance and fellowship is foundational for generating the level of trust and safety necessary to 
tackle difficult issues. 

 

6.  Strengthen Denominational Ties 
An interim minister receives his/her official “call” from the Synod Council and as such personally 
maintains a good relationship with the denomination and will encourage a local congregation to 
participate in denominational wide activities and programs. 

 

In particular I am well aware that there has been some significant expression of anger, frustration 
and distrust among the membership of CLC over the Churchwide Assembly’s decision to move 
toward accepting the ordination of gays and lesbians who have developed a committed, life-long, 
monogamous relationship with a same-sex partner.  Opportunity will be provided to continue our 
conversations as a congregation toward listening to one another, healing divisions that may have 
occurred, and work toward understanding what it means to continue being a community of faith 
that is composed of a broad spectrum of opinion regarding this issue and decision. 
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7.  Increase the Potential for a Successful Ministry by the Next Regular Pastor 

Ultimately, as the interim pastor, I will be most concerned with helping CLC become the 
strongest and healthiest congregation it is able to be in preparation for its reception of a new 
pastor and your common commitment to engage in a new future together. 

 
This has been a rather lengthy introductory “Pastor’s Message” for this month’s newsletter. Don’t worry – 
future articles won’t be nearly this long. However, I wanted to give as complete an overview as I could so 
that all of you will have a good general understanding of what it means to have an interim ministry 
preceding your eventual call of a new settled pastor. 

 
Please join me in praying that our God will bless out time together, our growth together, our healing 
together, and our journey together as pastor and people of God. 
 
Peace and joy, 
Pastor Mike 
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WeeCare oversees the Ink Cartage recycle and just received a total of $224.90!  Keep 
bringing in your ink cartages … every cartage adds up! 
 
A fundraiser for our Youth & Family is the Papergator. Although the cost of 
recyclable paper has decreased, CLC still was able to collect $201.76 this last quarter. 
 
Another fundraiser for the youth is the Meijer community awards. For the last quarter, 
the youth received $100.79. 

Great job at recycling!  
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Thank you so much to all who provided so much meaning and inspiration to our Lenten worship through 
the sharing of your gifts: 

1) to Pam Mueller and the drama team for their interpretations of the Sunday Scripture Lessons;  
2) to those who assisted in the chanting of Psalms and liturgy at our mid-week services;  
3) to the choirs, musicians and their directors who lifted us up with their music; 
4) to Kristen Thornton for her artistic displays;  
5) and to all who continued in their ongoing service as ushers, readers, communion assistants, 

nursery attendants, altar guild, sound and video techs and greeters. 
All of these things are so important to our congregation on a regular basis and especially for visitors, to 
whom we only have one chance to give a first impression. Each service you provide is an integral part of 
the whole that leads to meaningful worship and the communication of God’s Word. 
 
If you are reading this before Easter, I hope you take full advantage of our Holy Week services and 
Easter morning worship, and that you join the Worship Choir at the 9:00 and/or 11:15 service in singing 
the “Hallelujah! Chorus” from Handel’s “Messiah”. Invite friends and relatives who know this piece to 
join us, as well. 
 
Similar to the season of Epiphany that follows Christmas, the lessons for the weeks that follow Easter 
Sunday reveal who Jesus was for his disciples and who he is and what that means for us. Life in Christ is 
not an obligation filled with personal sacrifice, but a life that is filled with joy and fulfillment in spite of 
the struggles and disappointments that may come our way. I pray that we all experience the peace and 
joy of our Savior in our personal lives and as a congregation in the weeks and months to come. 

�
The Cherub Choir will be singing 

 “Alive, Alive!”  
Easter Sunday Morning at the 11:15 service.  
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"In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit." These words begin the orders for 
Confession and Forgiveness in Evangelical Lutheran Worship. The rubric that accompanies these 
words says: "The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be made 
by all in remembrance of their Baptism."  
 

As this invocation is made, an increasing number of Lutherans trace the sign of the cross over their 
bodies from forehead to breast, then from shoulder to shoulder; and others trace a small cross on their 
foreheads. 
 

The sign of the cross, whether traced over the body or on the forehead, is a sign and remembrance of 
Baptism. The sign of the cross is ecumenical, in that is used by the Orthodox, Roman Catholics, 
Lutherans, and Episcopalians, and is slowly increasing in use among mainline Protestants. It is also a 
remembrance of the death and resurrection of our Lord: the center of our faith. 
 

The sign of the cross is a treasured part of our liturgical heritage as Lutherans, because the practice 
was encouraged and used by Martin Luther himself. Luther made provisions for using the sign of the 
cross on at least four occasions. 
 

The text of Luther’s 1526 Order of Baptism called for the sign of the cross to be made over the 
candidate as a part of Baptism. "Receive the sign of the holy cross on both your forehead and your 
breast" (Luther’s Works 53:107). 
 

In his order for the Ordination of Ministers of the Word, Luther says of the benediction: "The 
ordinator blesses them with the sign of the cross" (Luther’s Works, 53:126). 
 

Luther instructed his followers to make the sign of the cross at both the beginning and the end of the 
day as a beginning to daily prayers. In the Small Catechism, in the section on morning and evening 
prayers Luther says: "When you get out of bed, bless yourself with the holy cross and say ‘In the 
name of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen." This same instruction is given for 
bedtime. 
 

At Christ Lutheran Church, this is an optional practice among worshippers that many find helpful. 
Some make the sign of the cross during the Invocation or Greeting near the beginning of worship, 
during the Benediction near the end of worship, and occasionally at other times. For the full text of 
this article, visit the ELCA website at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Learning-
Center/FAQs/Sign-of-the-Cross.aspx. 

During Holy Week, we will worship at 7:00 p.m. on Maundy 
Thursday, April 1; 7:00 p.m. on Good Friday, April 2. 
 

Our Easter Vigil will begin following the Good Friday service and 
continue all day and evening Saturday until sunrise on Easter Sunday.  
 

On Easter Sunday, we will hold a Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m., 
followed by Easter worship at 9:00 and 11:15. Please join us for this most 
festive occasion of the church year. 
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For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. —John 3:16 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This will be our theme verse this year as we have a rainforest adventure here at Christ Lutheran on Sunday, 
August 8th through Thursday, August 12th.  We will come together each evening from 6:00 -8:30 pm and 
we are looking forward to welcoming all children ages 3 (three) years old to those entering 6th grade.  
Please keep watch for our continued announcements for information on registering your children, donation 
needs, and the many volunteers we will need to make this ministry run.  If you are interested in getting 
involved with the planning of VBS, please contact Sarah McKenney at 534-8060 MCKENNEYSJ@yahoo.com 
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In the past, we have asked one or two people to head up the VBS event, 
but this year we are looking to have a group effort to fulfill the idea of “many hands make light work.” 

 

We have a GREAT group of people working on this now, but it’s not too late to become a part of this 
planning process. Could you help with some of the planning aspects of this event? Are you willing to 
volunteer during the actual week of VBS?  If you have questions about this or would like to offer your time 
and talents to this ministry, feel free to contact Sarah McKenney at 534-8060 or MCKENNEYSJ@yahoo.com.  
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And Jesus took a child and put him in the midst of them, 

and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 
"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 

and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me." -Mark 9:36-37 
 
Remember, God is with you as you consider the following nursery needs: 
  

Nursery Volunteers for Easter Needed.  
Our babies need your care for the Easter Celebration services. Please sign up at the youth table or contact 
Vicki Blubaugh (261-5396) if you are willing to be a Nursery Caregiver at either service, 9:00 or 11:15. It 
is a wonderful way to brighten the day of families with little ones.    
  
Nursery Coordinators Needed.  
The Youth and Family committee is looking for one or two people to oversee 
the operation of our nursery. The coordinators would create a volunteer 
schedule of members willing to be nursery caregivers. The same individual or 
another coordinator would make sure the play items are sanitized on a regular 
bases and keep necessary supplies stocked.  Please speak to Vicki Blubaugh if 
you are interested or need further details to make a decision.   
  
Volunteers for Sunday Nursery. 
Do you like to play with little ones?  Do you like to rock and hug babies?  Please offer your care by 
signing up as a nursery volunteer  for either 9:00 or 11:15 back at the youth table.   We are updating our 
volunteer list at this time.  Thanks for your help!  
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Why the Hunger Walk? 
 According to a September 2009 United Nations Report, despite a record 

number of people suffering from hunger, food aid is at a 20-year low due 
to the poor global economy. 

 

The result: More than 1 billion people across the world will face hunger this 
year. 
  

That's why. Walk with us. 
 

A message from Dave: 
 

I am going to be recruiting walkers and collecting pledges again this year 
for the annual Grace Hunger Walk. If you would like to walk let me know 
as soon as possible. Information packets and pledge sheets are available 
for those who would like to walk. Updates will appear weekly in the 
bulletin listing those who will be walking - an easy way to pledge for the 
walkers. If you have any questions hunt me down at church. I will try to 
be around before and after each service. You can also call me at 457-9792. 
        -Dave Park 
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I thought it might be helpful for me to share some information about myself in this issue of The Branch so you all 
might know something about who I am, where I have been in my own journey of faith, and how it is that I have now 
come to Christ Lutheran Church as your interim pastor. 
  
I was born on July 9, 1950 in Macomb, IL. My family (parents: Ray & Ruth; sister, Jackie; brother, Greg) lived in 
Galesburg, IL. until 1961 when we moved to Battle Creek , MI. Another sister, Maria, was born in 1969. We were 
members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Battle Creek were I was confirmed in 1964. I graduated from Battle Creek 
Central High School in 1968 and the University of Michigan in 1972 with a degree in Physical Geography and 
Natural Resources. I had hoped to enter a career in either the state or national park service. While attending the UofM 
I was fortunate enough to play in the marching band for three years (clarinet) and played in the Rose Bowl Parade 
and football game in January 1970. 
  
My plans to enter into park service work never materialized and I ended up working in the Underwriting Dept. of the 
home office of Federal Life & Casualty in Battle Creek. It was during this stage of my life that I began to feel a need 
to look beyond my Lutheran faith for something different. Through a series of events I ended up becoming a member 
of the Seventh-day Adventist church in Battle Creek. I became quite active as a member there.  One Saturday 
evening, following my having given the devotional message at a vespers service, the pastor asked me if I had ever 
considered studying for the ministry. The thought had maybe crossed my mind once or twice over the years but I had 
never seriously considered such a calling. He encouraged me to pray about it because he sensed I had some gifts for 
ministry.  I prayed as he suggested and came to feel what I would describe as a “gentle sense of leading” to enter into 
studies for the ministry at the Adventist seminary of Andrews University in Berrien Springs, MI.  I received my 
Master of Divinity degree in 1978.  During my time at the seminary I met and married Linda Ernst (1976). 
  
I was a pastoral intern at Central Seventh-day Adventist Church here in downtown Grand Rapids for a year and 
received my first call to pastor two congregations in the U.P., Munising and Manistique, in 1980. My first son, Tim, 
was born the very day the moving van arrived to move us north! (That’s another story for another time.)  I served 
those two congregations for about five years. My second son, Matt, was born in Munising in the middle of an ice 
storm! (Also another story for another time.) It was during my years as pastor in the U.P. that I began to harbor some 
doubts and questions regarding my commitment to the doctrines of Seventh-day Adventism. These became doubts 
and questions that I would wrestle with internally for the next 7-8 years. 
  
In 1985 I began serving a congregation in the Flint area for about 2 years and then entered into hospital chaplaincy.  
My years of hospital chaplaincy were spent in Fort Worth, TX., Dayton, OH., and eventually back in Grand Rapids 
at Pine Rest Christian Hospital.  By this time I had come to finally admit to myself that in my heart I was longer a 
Seventh-day Adventist.  I wanted to return to my Lutheran religious roots.  CLC member, Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese, 
was also doing some chaplaincy training work at Pine Rest at this time and she helped introduce me to Bishop Reg 
Holle with whom I consulted about making my transition into the ordained ministry of the ELCA.  My decision to 
leave the Adventist faith eventually contributed to the breakdown of my marriage that resulted in a divorce in 1990.  
As you can imagine, this was a very difficult and traumatic experience for me, my wife, and my two young sons. 
  
My re-ordination as an ELCA minister necessitated some additional seminary coursework which I completed at the 
Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago coupled with a year of supervised pastoral work which I performed at St. 
John Lutheran Church in Grayling, MI.  I was ordained into the ministry of the ELCA in 1994 at my original home 
congregation in Battle Creek and served as pastor of Lutheran Church of the Savior in Kalamazoo for 15 years. 
 

-continued 
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Shortly after I arrived as pastor in Kalamazoo I was introduced to Jane Secor by a member of the congregation who 
was a co-worker with Jane at the Kalamazoo County Health Dept.  Despite the fact that Jane was a graduate of 
Michigan State University we hit it off right from the start.  We dated for a year and were married in 1995. Jane is a 
Registered Nurse and took an early retirement from the County Health Dept. in 2007. She is currently working 
part-time at the campus health departments of both Western Michigan University and Kalamazoo College. My 
oldest son, Tim, lives in Galion, OH where be supervises the hiring and training of bakers at five of the Panera 
Bread Restaurants in north-central Ohio. My younger son, Matt, lives here in Grand Rapids and following receiving 
his Culinary Arts degree from GRJC has worked as a chef at Great Lakes Shipping Co., The Blue Water Grill, and 
is currently at Ramona’s Table in Gaslight Village. 
  
Two years ago I felt a need for a change in my ministry which resulted in my taking some additional training for 
Intentional Interim Ministry at Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary. I have served as interim minister at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Hastings for the past 19 months until I arrived here at Christ on March 8. For some reason God keeps 
bringing me back to Grand Rapids!? 
  
As I look back over the years I can now recognize so many ways in which God was always part of my life, 
patiently guiding and directing me along paths that God knew I should follow. Often I think it is only in retrospect 
that we recognize and understand how it is that God has been with us. That is why we always walk by faith never 
knowing with absolute certainty where it is that God is leading us, but trusting that, in fact, God is doing exactly 
that. I believe that is also how we have now come to be part of each others’ lives as pastor and congregation here at 
Christ.  Together let us keep our hearts and minds open to God’s continued guidance and direction in all our lives. 
 
-Pastor Mike 

Contact Information for Pastor Mike: 
 Office hours will be Monday through Thursday, 
 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Office phone number:  532-2774 
  
Home address: 78 S. Lake Doster Dr. 
                Plainwell, MI 49080 
 
Home Phone: 269-664-3599 
 
Cell Phone:     269-569-1484  
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Where will I find someone to call 
    when I feel like my back is against the wall? 
Where will I find someone to share 
    the brokenness my soul does bear? 
Where will I find someone who will understand, 
    who will listen and maybe hold my hand? 
Where will I find someone to help me pray 
    that I'll get through another day? 
Where will I find someone who will help me see, 
    I'm not alone, it's not just me? 
Where will I find someone with an open heart to lend, 
    someone I could even call a friend? 
Where will I find a Christian brother or sister, 
    that would be my Stephen Minister? 
 

    -Lori Marks, 1992 
Submitted by the Stephen Ministry Team at The Noroton Presbyterian Church in Darien, Connecticut. 

 
Our Stephen Ministry program here at CLC has been truly blessed. Our four trainees have nearly completed 
their 50 hours of training and will soon be commissioned to be Stephen Ministers, which means they will be 
prepared to provide one on distinctively Christian care to those who are hurting. 
 
If you find yourself now or in the future, facing difficulties in life, please don't suffer alone. Open your 
heart to receiving God's love and grace through another person. Our Stephen Ministry offers the 
opportunity of a very confidential relationship with someone who will listen to you and provide you  
with the care and encouragement you need, while Christ works inside to bring rest to your burdened heart.  
 
For more information, please contact Julie Menacher, or myself.  
Caring for others in Christ's name, 
-Renee Green  
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The fifth and sixth graders were a little water logged after their fun afternoon at 

Holland Aquatic Center on February 21st. They had a blast on the water slides, 

vortex pool, splash area, and the big pool. Some unidentified "floaties" had 

them out of the big pool for a while. I'd like to know who in the group was "King 

of the Saturn"? 

 
Rollerskating at Tarry Hall is the activity for  March 28th. 

I  hope someone takes pictures of Mr. Boes doing the dead bug!!!!!! 

  
A SLEEP OVER at the church is being planned for April. Look for more details in 

the weekly announcements and the Christ Crew section of the Youth Board.�
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Teens, Parents, and all of CLC get excited and involved! Under the direction of Lysa 

Buchan and Tom Powell II a mixture of fun and service activities will be offered for 

the teens. (Yes, they asked the youth what interested them.) They will need willing 

adults to help in each of the opportunities offered. Look for further details in the 

announcements and on the youth board as these events come up.�
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Senior High Teens come to Mosaic on Sunday evenings 

from 6-8.  It is a time to relax, refuel and recharge for 

you!!!!!!  
 

Leland and Melissa are awesome youth leaders!!  

 

They are beginning in watch and discuss a DVD by Rob    

  Bell, "Everything Spiritual" All teens are welcomed to 

     become a part of this dynamic group!�
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Senior High Youth mark your calendar 
and set aside August 6th - 9th to attend 
this awesome grace filled, "outside the 
box" experience with Leland and 
Melissa and fellow teens from CLC.  It 
is an annual event held at Camp Michi-
Lu-Ca in Northern Michigan. You can 
obtain more information at any of the 
 Mosaic nights from 6-8.   
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We are looking for an individual, couple, or family to head up the PCP. A 
system is already in place with a list of volunteers ready to assist. We also 
have a couple of volunteers who have agreed to take on a portion of the 
leadership responsibilities. The need now is for a liaison to coordinate 
directly with UCOM and our volunteers to make sure that the PCP happens 
at Christ Lutheran on the 2nd Monday of each month. Please see Jim Ward, 
Mark or Lisa Barnes, or Dave Park for more information. 
 

A special thanks to the Barnes family 
for the many years of service in this ministry. 

 

They reached out to our community 
as representatives of Christ Lutheran Church 

 and made a real difference in the lives of many families.  
Mark, Lisa, Nate, Caleb, and Zach 

 along with many volunteers made it happen.  
 
Let's see if we can keep it going! 

-Welfare and Social Concerns 

(����������3�
�

When: June 25, 26 and 27, 2010  
Where: Camp Concordia in Gowen, Michigan.  
Who: All families, singles, members or non-members. 
Cost: Cost will be $44  for the weekend 
Sign up: Fellowship Bulletin Board - outside kitchen 
Questions:  Mary Knappen at 532-4811  or email 

lmknappen@aol.com 
                   Please put CLC Camp-out in the message. 

�Cookies for Vets 

April 12 

����

��������0���	��@��
my family at Christ Lutheran, for 
all of your thoughts, prayers and 
cards during the recent passing of 
my mother. 

-Shonna Peterson 
Church calendar may be found on CLC 

website christlutheranwyoming.org 
under News and Events. 
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